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-E ARN, though one of the leaſt Pros: 
vinces ſubje& - to . the Crown of 
France, may be accounted among the. 
-moſt - conliderable, for the great 
number of Soldiers it ſends into the Armies. 
It, hath the honour - of giving Birth to the 
Renowned Prince, . Henry ;,the Great, and 
' the Privileges he granted it are ſufficient: 
proof of: the eſteem . he had for the Inhabi= 
tants: And thoſe who now ſerve:the King 
in his. Wars, have made it appear they have. 
not degenerated from the' yertues of. their 
Anceſtors. . Beſides, as if it were not enough 
for this. Province to produce Heroes in an 
Age, when all parts of, France furniſh. ſuch 
plenty .of them, it . hath ſignaliz'd . it ſelf in 
giving Birth to a Heroine, who ſeems ta have 
po. be” B forgot 
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2 © The Heroine Muſquetcer : 
forgot the infirmities of her: Sex, to aſſume 
the vigour and generolity of the Maſculine, 
without loſing the beauty. and ſweetneſs of 
her. own, and to compoſe of both, the moſt 
perfect Perſon tnthe Univerſe, . © 
. Her Name 1s Chriſtiza, Daughter to the 
Baron of Aeyrac, one of the moſt eminent of 
theProvyince, though leſs known at Court than 
in his Country, ; where he ſpent all his days. 
He had an only Sen brought up at the College 
of Pau, whom he deſign'd to ſend timely to 
Paristo learn his exerciſes, the better to fir him 
for the King's ſervice, .in the Armies where 
he” intended! to; provide him employment. 
. Chriſtina was bred at home with her Parents 
as their-garling - ſhe naturally had that 
Krong inclination for Arms, ſhe knew ſooner 
how to diſcharge a Gun, - than to handle a 
Diſtaff; ant at 'nine years old could handle 
and uſe alk ſorts of Fire-arms.with incredible 
dexterity. She was' extreamly averſe from 
Learning to read, and to perſwade hernow 
and then to look on a Book, they were obli- 
ged to permit her to go a-hunting twice a 
week ; but to purchaſe a pound of Pouder fhe' 
would do any thing, how difficult ſoever- 
Fhis' for a time was a divertiſement to her 
Parents ; till Chriſtina having one day ſhot at 
-Pidgeons ' in a Barn full of Corn, it unfor- 
tunately took-fire,which conſum?d a great.part 
.- of it, though a"great many hands were-pre- 
. fſently at work to quench it. At this. the 
Baron was- fo: offended with his Danghter, 
that he would not ſee her for many days, nor 
pardon 


| . Or, the Female Warrior. ES 
pardon her," but upon condition ſhe would 
never handle a Gun, Poor Chriſt;»a was very 
plad to be re-admitted* upon any terms ihto 
the favopr-of a Father, fo ſeyere as fie knew 
hers to be: but that way of 'hving being. 
quite againſt her temper, a week was ſcarce 
{t, but there appear'd a viſible alteration ir 
bee looks, © This alarm'd her Mother, who 
tenderly lov'd her, - and having often, but in 
vain, endeayour'd to prevat) with her Husband 
in favour of his Daughter, to remit a little 
of the rigour of 'his orders ; ſhe order'd a 
- Gun to be carried'to a' Neighbour's, where 
Chriſtina, *by agreement - with her Mother, 
ſometimes -reforted : And'net daring to go 
a-Hunting, leaſt the: Father ſhould know ir, 
| ſhe ſhot ara mark for her exerciſe. | This 
reſtrant byt heightened her paſſfon' for Hunt- 
ing and Shooting, as ſhe made'ſufficiently 
appear by . the advantages ſhe took of het 
Father's abſence, in a* Journey ahqut thar 
time. $ ; ; 4 b IJEE; i; 
: Phe Baron in the Vacations ſent for his 8oj 
home ;*ard' Hunting being the principal Re- 
creation of Conntry-Gentlemen, ſcarce a day 
paſt, but his” Son made-a watch with his 
Friends for that ſport : He never went forth, 
bur Chriſtina was crvelly vext, ſhe could not 
mske- one of the Game ; and when he re- 
turn'd, ſhe was not lefs troudiad for the plea- 
ſore ſhe fanfied he had enjoy'd, and ſhe was un- 
juſtly debarr'd from, 2nd ſeeing her Brother 
come eyery day home laden with Game that he 
had caken; ſhe could nat forbear tormenting 
B 2 her- 


4 The Heroine Muſqueteer : | 
Perſe for fear he would leave none! for 
Er. | 

One. day, as. the, Baron and his Son were 
a-Hunting, a Farmer came to. the Caſtle to 
make his complaint 'of the great ſpoil done 
in his' Corn by a wild Boar,-:and to beg aſ- 
fiſtance for killing him. The Baroneſs 
being aſſur'd the Boar never fail'd coming 
to the..Corn in the Twilight, promis'd to take 
order 1n it, and diſmiſ9d the Countryman. 
Chriſtina having over-heard the diſcourſe, faid 
not a word to. her Mother, leaſt ſhe might 
endeavour to divert. her from: her deſign; 
but charg'd her Gun with two bullets, 
and as It began to be dark, went away to 
the place the Country-Man had ſpoken of ; 
and to- make the ſurer work, got. up into a 
Tree a little diftant from the Corn, with 
a reſolution to wait there the coming of the 
Boar. The ſame Country-man having met 
the Baron's Son as he return'd from Hunt- 
ing, told him the ſtory, who loth to loſe ſo 
fair an occaſion, inſtantly turn'd back into 
the Field, and fearing he was come too late, 
ſtole geatly a»croſs the Corn, and attended 
the Boar's. coming near. half an hour - But 
growing impatient of .longer ſtay, he reſo 
ved -to retire. His Siſter in the Tree, not 
well able to diſcern what ſhe imagin'd ſhe ſaw, 
the Corn being high and night come on,, 
made no doubt but it was the boar ſtirring 
up and down; and to loſe no time diſ- 
charg'd-her Gun, and kill'd her Brother. As 
he fell he cry*dout for help, which ſo A 
the 
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© Or, the Female Warriour. 5 
the unfortunate Chriſtina, that ſhe 'preſently 
fell down from the' top: of the Tree.' © The 
Country-man runing'inat the noiſe of theGun, 
immediately met Chriſtina tearing her ſelf like 
a Woman 'diſtraced, ard thought the: Boar 
had wounded her - He ask'd. her ſeveral que- 
ſtions, which . ſhe anſwer'd' not, but he ' took 
her vp, and- help'd her” to walk a few ſteps. 
When ſhe found her- ſelf in a- condition to 
go alone, ſhe order'd him to make all the 
haſt in his power to let the Baron know 
his Son lay a-dying, having been danger- 
oufly wounded © by the Boar ; with that ſhe 
made away as: faſt as ſhe conld 'poſlibly, nor 
knowing whither to betake her ſelf. Hay- 
ing travelFd above an hour ſhe found her ſelf 
near a Caſtle belonging to the Abbot Dizeſte, 
who was extreamly ſurprized to ſee her '{o 
bloated with crying, and at that . time of 
the night. But Chriſtina, - having given him 


. ” as good an account of her ' misfortune as ſhe 


could: in the caſe. ſhe was in, the Abbot who 
was. her fathers very near :Kinſman, inſtantly 
got on Horſe-back, and arriv'd at the Caſtle, 
the very moment they bronght in the Body of 
the poor Gentleman, who having loſt much 
blood for want of help, dy'd in the Arms of 
. the Chirurgeon who firſt dreſt him. All things 
in the Caſtle were in fach a confuſion, the 
Abbot could not learn the truth of the acci- 
dent. The people weuld needs believe the 
| Boar had kilPd the Gentleman, though they 
found two bullets in his body : Bur the Baron 
and his Lady, not finding Chriſtina, made-no 
| y -- doubt 
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6 The Heroine AAuſqueteer ': 


douht - but it was-her a@ ; and thongh they 
befiev'd ſhe had don't: by 'misfortnne, the 


Baron was fo tranſported with paſſion, for ' 


"the loſs of his Son, that he made fearch for 
- his Daughter all over the Town, with his 


Piſtol in his hand, to ſacrifice her to hisW rath. 


The Abhot being 'told of it, ran after him, 


and' having ſaid to him all that. might be 


:Mm' back to the Caſtle, where he made uſe 


| Kim ta on ſuch an occaſion, he brought 
_ off many tedious diſcourſes to comfort him, 


but: all to no purpoſe. Two Cipuchins came 
in at the noiſe of tie diſaſter ; and the Abbot 
haying left them the care of :comforting of 


- the: Baron, return'd home to' bring Chriſ/ina 


the news of her Brothers Neath, and the dan- 
ger:ſhe was in, if ther Father ſhould difcover 
where ſhe was ; yet. he aſſured her of his pro- 
teftion, and that he would never forſaks 
her. | | 


Returning twodays after to Meyrac, he was | 


na: a little furpraz'd to find the Capuchins 


exhortations . had not abated in the/leaft the 
erief of the Baron, nor diminiſh'd his anger, 


- but that he perſiſted in his: reſolution "to'be 


the death of his Daughter, and 'won!ld not 
admit of his Wite into his preſence; becauſe 
ſhe had been prevailed upon. to ſpeak to him 
a word or two. in favour of the unfortunate 
Chriſtina. This oblig'd the Abbor to hold a 
conference with two or three Kinſmen-more 
of the Barons, and to debate the buſineſs 
with them, and find out ſome means to ſave 
her from her Father's reſentment. After 
- "LE long 
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Or, the Fethale Warrionr. K 
long diſcontſe, it' was agreed ſhe ſhould be 
ſent  into' Spain; and: Arragon being not 
aboye nine, or ten Leagues from Bexrh, and 
the Abbot 'having a Brother ſettled at Sara- 
g0/a many years; he' was intreated to” bear 
her company thither, and recomthend her to 
his Brother, which he readly-promis'd. Chr4- 
ſtina, troubled is '*ſhe was, Treceiv'd with joy 
the reſult of-this conferefice, and put her * 
ſelf in'a poſture to be gone on the morrow, 
according to! order :* but the Abbot: having 
refleted in the night on the confequences df 
the intended Journey, found'm' ir fo many 
6ifficulties, that he had almoft alrer'd his re- 
ſolurion by morning: -- He forefaw* the beauty 
of Chriſtina would make' a great noiſe” in a 
ſtrange Country, being at rwelve years old 
fax taller and haudſoiner than Maids - of thy 
Age> ordinarily are, and efpect:illy 1n Spa'z, 
were the Women are generally very low - be- 
fidss, he apprehended the frank humonr of H1s' 
Kiaf-woman, and the inclinations ſhe had fo 
different from: the reſt of ther Sex, .wonld 
hardly ever agree'with the Genins. of a Na- 
tzof, where Women are oblig'd to live with 
a great deal "of circumſpeRtion, and 'thar it 
might prove very troubleſam to bis Brother. 
Bur. the buſineſs was urgent, "and he muſt 

reſolve : Chriſf:na perceiving himwarer, askd 

him the reaſon; he acquainted her with the 
difficulties he apprehended, and adied, Ir 
was not decent or fit a young Maid fhonktrun 
rambling into a ſtrange” Country. Chriſtina 
longing to get out of her Father's reac, 
| B 4 whom 


$ 


The Heroine Muſqueteer : 


' whom ſhe fear'd, and having a paſſionate de- 
- fire to. ſee Spain, propov'd to the Abbot, that 


if he would. give her leave, ſhe would pur 
on Boys Cloaths : And that ſhe might have a 
plauſible pretence for ſtaying in Spaiz, he 
need no more but tell his Brother he brought. 
him a young Kinſ-man to learn Spariſh, and 
ſtudy ſome Months ..in the Univerſity of 
Saragoſa. The Abbot at firſt boggled at 
the propoſal as ridiculous and childiſh. But 
finding her perſiſt in it, and promiſing - ſhe 
would ſo diſguiſe her ſelf they ſhould never 


. diſcover her Sex, he was perſmaded by her. 


And having cauſed her to be privately put into 
a habit ſutable to her inclinations, he thought 
ſhe became it ſo well, that he made no more . 
ſcruples, but-parted the next day with her 
for Sarago/a. Being arrived there, they were 
receiv'd by his Brother with incredible joy 
and abundance of thanks, that he would truſt 
him with the Education of a Kinſ-man of ſo 
promiſing a. meen. The Abbot returned, 


- and Don Lorenzo his Brother, took pleaſure 


in making proviſion of neceſſariesfor his young 
Kinſ-man. Scholars in. Spain wear long, 
looſe, black Veſts like the: Feſuirs ; a Habit 
that ſerved very well to make Chriſtina look 
taller and handſomer, and her Hair being of 
a delicate-brown, and cut after the Spaniſh- 
mode, had an admirable effe& upon the be- 
holders: She no ſooner appear'd in the Uni- 
verſity,but ſhe drew after her the-Eyes and the 
Hearts of the Students, It 1s incredible what 
22 advantage this was to the French Fwy ; 
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for- Spain being a- Country ;/inconvenient for 
Travellers, few Perſons of: Quality go thi- 
ther, And they ſeldom. have amongſt-them any: . 
French, unleſs it be ſome poer Labourers of the 
Mountains of ' Auvergne, Limoſin, and Bigorre, 
who- for very- {mal} wages do all-manner of 
Drudgery. And the Spariards, who are na- 
turally lazy, are willing to. imploy French- 
men who ſerve them for money. This'is the 
reaſon the People of thoſe Countries, who 
ſeldom travel abroad, flight the French, z$ 
_ they do, judging of the whole Nation by 
thoſe they ſee amongſt them. . This general 
prejudice heightened their aſtoniſhment, who 
admir'd the beauty of Chriſtina, and calld her 
The Handſom Frenchman. Every one ſtrove to 
qe acquainted: with the Stranger, and her 
Reputation was in ashort time ſo well ſettled 
at Saragoſa, that thoſe of the- beſt Quality 
there order'd their Children, to, get acquain- 
tance with the young Frenchman, and to make 
him their Friend. No 

The Marqueſs Offeyra then'a Student there, 
went every morning to take: him with him 
in his Coach to the Univerſity, and Don' Philip 


de Palafox, - Son to the Marqueſs  Arizza, 


brought him back for the moſt part in his. He 
viſited theſe two young Lords oftner than any 
other, eſpecially the Marqueſs d* Ofeyra,. who 
took pleaſure to teach him Spaniſh, and tell 
him when he ſpoke amiſs. This Gentleman had 
a. Siſter married to the Marqueſs 4* Ayrona; 
- Who having heard an excellent Report of rhe 
handſome Frenchman, delired her Brother to 

K-14 0 Ge bring 
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10 The Heroine Muſquetcer 3 
bring him with him te her Houſe, propoſing 
to her ſeif the pleaſure to be expected from 
the Converſation of two young Lads of their 
Age. But ſhe found: it more charming, and was 
ſo ſatisfied with the firſt Viſit, that ſhe pray'd 
her Brother ro bring him often to her ; being 


extreamly delighted to ſee him and hear him 


ſpeak. To engage him- to come 'again, ſhe 
preſented him with a Sword, and her Bro- 
ther with another; which they (carried com- 
monly under their Gowns, as the Scholars in 
Spain uſually do. This Preſent was fatal 
to them both --For as they were going home- 
wards one Evening very late, they met 
other Scholars who knew the 'Fard/pmeFrench- 
man, and could not forbear (ont of-a Natural 
antipathy againſt the 'French) to give him il]- 
langnage and call him French-bougre. The 
Marqueſs 4Offeyra, thinking himſelf concern'd 
in their il]-nſage and incivility, and not daun- 
ted. with the number of tis Enemies, charged 
them vigorouſly with his Sword in his 
hand. The *Hand/ome-Frenchman '' ſeconded 
bim fo well, that they two beat back five Men 
above ' thirty paces : till putting on twofar, 
they- were at laſt for0d to give Ground; 
oppreſt with :numbers - of freſh- aſſailants. 
The Marqueſs had a flight wound on the 
Face ; and the Hardſome-Frenchman receiv'd 
a cut upon the Belly. Some Tradeſmen get- 
ting out of their Shops, the Marqueſs dif- 
coyered himſelf,” and the Scholars took their 
heels to ayoid'the punishment their 1nfolence 
deſerv*d, The wounded Perſons were pre 
| rie 


Rd ent ape. Mis 3 EE 
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ried home to: the® Marchioneſs ZOftyra's, 
who was ſo troubled at the news of her Sons 
being wonnded, thatshe ſwooned away twice z 
but the Chirurgeon having convinc'd her 
it was only a Scratch, he rnurn'd all hercare 
towards the Pretty Frenchman, who would 
nor be ſearch'd though they preceiv'd him 
loſe much blood': but he” was 'obſtinarte, 
and all they could fay could not prevail with 

him to let the: Chirurgeon fee his wornd. 
Fhe- part he was wounded in troubPd him 
more than the wound, as fore-{eeing it im- 
poſſhble to keep the ſecret of his Sex undifſ- 
cover?d among ſbch a Crond ts waited there to 
ſee the firſt dreſſing, Being pref9d, and ſfeing 
them ready to force him to give way for the 
Chirurgeon to ſczrch the wound, he defired to 
ſpeak a word with the Marchionel(s in private z 
and 'teJd her, that for very ſubſtantial rea- 
ſons she skonld one day be acquainted with, 
che had been oblig'd to diſguiſe her Sex x 
and' begg?d of her by all that's Good, not to 
d:{cover her,and to charge theChirurgeon not 
to'doit., The Marchionefs ſurpriz2d at the 
news, promis'd what $he defir'd : and having 
commanded all. the reft ro quit the-Room but 
the "Chirurgeon, she remain'd._ alone with him 
and Chriftina, whoſe wound appear'd not 
dangerous : and the Chirurgeon undertook it 
Shottld he cured in five or fix days. The Mars 
queſs not able to'comprehend why his Friend 
was ſo, ſcrupulous,” earneſtly begg'd his Mos 
ther to tel] hjm what he had ſaid to her in pri. 
vate, and why $She made all the Company 
| | quit 
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uit the Room : She -gave him an anſwer 
that ſatisfied him. +. T4 | 


 Inthe mean time, Don Lorenzo coming in 
haſtily, upv6n the news of his Kinſ-man being 
wounded, would have carried | him home ; 
but the Marchioneſs. refuſing her conſent, 


"told him, His Kinſ-man.had been wounded 


in the defence' of her Son, and ſhouJd not go 
out of her Houſe uncyr'd. On the morrow 
Don Lorenzo renew'd his Requeſt to have. his 
Kinſ-man home, whom he lov'd: as tender] 

as if. he were his Son. The - Marchionels 
ſtuck ro her firſt Reſolution ; and, the Chi. 
rurgeon who had. the Frenchmen-in cure 
coming in, Don Lorenzo would have the fatiſ- 
fation to fee the condition of the Wound ; 
but the Marchioneſs obſtinately refuſing him 
a ſight ofir, without giving him any tolera- 
ble reaſon, Don ZTorenzs fanſy'd his Kinſ-man 
mortally wounded, and that to be the cauſe 


of her obſtinate refuſals. This made hin ſend 
. for two very able Chirurgeons, in whom he 


thought he might place an intire confidence. 
And when they were come he ' pray*d them 
to ſee the Wound, and give him their Judg- 
ment of it. Chriſtina more troubled with 
the unſeaſonable kindneſs of her Kinſ-man 
than the pains of her Wounds, was forc'd to 
impart the ſecret to him, as well as to the 
Marchicneſs, that fhe might be at eaſe from 
his importunate Care of her. Don Lorenzo 
could hardly believe her, and thought they 


but jeſted with him, till the Marchioneſs 


ſeriouſly affirmed it, Chriſtina was perfectly 
| OY curd 
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cur'd .in a ſhort time; -:andſooner perhaps 
than ſhe.could haverwiſk'd, imagining a Secret” 
known :to- ſo - many, could” not-long'be kept 


private.: . She was loath; to;expoſe her ſelf to 


the diſcretion of ſo many ; and having re- 
tir'd to Don Lorenzo's, notwithſtanding the 
reſiſtance made by the Marchioneſs, ſhe was 
dreſs'd in Maids Apparel, and ſo contimrd 
thenceforwards ; being ſo aſham'd of what 
had happen'd to her, that ſhe would not ſtir 
out of her Chamber. * | 

The Young Marqueſs 4'Offeyra hearing the 
news went to Don Lorenzo's tb ſee his old 
Comerade, more out of curioſity than on any 


. other account. The Marchioneſs -4 Ayrona 


long?d extreamly to ſee Chriſtina, and take 
her home to her : But Chri/t:2a obſtinately re-: 
fus'd 'to receive any Viſit.. And to be rid of 
their importunity, prayed her Kinſ-man to 
put her into a Nunnery for ſome time, and to 
give it out ſhe was returned into  Frarce. 
Don Lorenzo approved the deſign, and made 
a Viſit to the Lady Abbeſs .of the Uszſulines, 
to intreat her to receive a Kinſ-woman'of his 
into” the: number of her Penſioners. Aﬀ 


things beieg agreed: on,. Chriſtina was pri-' 


' vately put into the Convent of Ur/lines,where 
fhe was kindly entertain'd,” her: beauty gain- 
ing her the:afteRtionof allthat ſaw: her. And 


when ſhe had heen there long enough to give 


them a taſt of her Wit and good Humour, 
the good Nuns were ſingularly well-pleafed 


- with her Company; and ſhe 'gain'd to great 


a Reputation among the Penſtoners, tit 
the5 


- 
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14 'The Herome Mufquetees - ; 
they did ou_—_ without her advice. She 
ſpent about . ſix. Months. in this Place. of Re- 
ge and Security, from the great power of 
Fortune ; who vext to ſee her ſomuch at caſe, 
- cut her ovt more work, and raifed her new 
troubles, which forc'd her .out of her port 
to be toſt.with freſh turmoils. | | 
The Prelates.of Spain are very exaQt in viſt- 
ting Religions-Houſes, as well for enconrage- 
ment of the Nuns who: have great. venera- 
tion for them, as to diſcharge the duty of 
their Paſtoral-Office, The Arch-biſhop of 
Saragoſa going to vilit the Convent of Urſulzes, 
the Nuns having ' receiv'd | his BenediQion, 
treated him with a pretty merry Comedy, 
wherein Chriſtina aCted the part of Don Sar- 
cho Abarca King of Arragon, and did it admi- 
rably well. The Arch-biſhop who had ſfeve- 
- Tal times ſeen Chriſtina a Student, looking 
on her in Man's Habit. on this occaſion, pre- 
ſently knew her ; and the moreeaſlily, for that 
Chriſtina being extreamly handiome-and of 
more 'than ordinary ſtature, there was {carce 
ſuch another to be ſeen in Spain. _ The 
Comedy being ended, the good Nuns who 
expeQted great applauſe for performing ſo 
well, were aſtoniſht to ſee the Prelate's Face 
glow with indignation and anger : He called 
the Superior” alide with two of the graveſt 
Nuns; and told them, he was. very much 
ſcandaliz'd to ſee that in contempt -of the 
Rules of their Order, and to the great ſcan- 
dal of ſo many Devout Souls in the Convent, 
they had the boldneſs to introduce into it a 
| | Young 


- 


' 


Te 


Young Man to a@his part in the Comedy. 
The Nuns look'd vn: one' another withoue 
ſaying a word :' The -Superiour , more ſar- 
priz'd than the'' reft, ſpoke for her felf, 


and aſſured the: 'Arch-biſhop there was not a 
Man among the a&tors ; and-that eyery part 
of the Comedy was, atted -by ſach only as 
ſhe very well knew, and had long been of 


che Houſe. -+'Fhe Arch-biſhop-thinking bim- 
ſelf as fully afſur'd of the contrary, asked her. 


who afted Don Sancho, and how long ithat 
Perſon had been of the Houſe - The Superi- 
our-anſiver'd,, it was a French Maid, a Kinſ- 
woman of Don 'Lorenzo's, who recommended 


her. very earneftly to them, and one viho be. 


haved her ſelf very well. How credulons are 
you, poor Innocents, ſays the Arch-biſhop, 
you have taken in a/ Wolf, and lock*'d him 
up among the-Sheep, The good Sonls were 
preſently nonpluſt ; and without farther in- 
quiry, Pray'd the= Prelate'the Criminal might 
be: inſtantly. arreſted, -and brought to Exem- 
plary Puniſhment. The 'Arch-biſhop- being 
a Perſon of more than ordinary diſcretion, 
was not of their mind, but repreſented to 
them the inconveniences might attend the 
publiſhing: this buſineſs, - which would! be 
niatter of lavghter and ſport to the Workd, 
and a diſhonour to the Convent; adding, 


that without doubt the Young Man had beem 


blindly led away with a violent Paſſion ke 


| bad for fome one of the Penſioners ; that they 


ſhonld' watch and endeavonr to furprize them, 


and then have them 'Married. The Nuns 


recetyed 


. 
. 
p - 
"g py - > 74 2 
"—_ Ge an Se re NT III  IRTALS Woanayr ent <tr tony + 
72 « w _ bs onno tt kt a 


OI nes pus 


Va ow 


1s The Heroine Muſqueteer : "8 


received with agreat deal of reſpe&t the 


Arch-biſhops Counſel ; . and having given 
him thanks, promis'd to follow his Advice. 
He was--no ſooner: gone, but. the Superiour 
called for the Siſter who had the Govern- 
ment of the Penſioners, and having made 


particular and exa& inquiry into Chriſtina's 


Life, and which. of the Penſioners ſhe was 
moſt intimate with, ſhe found ſhe lived in very 
Nri& Correſpondence and Amity with Zera- 
phine Cortes, one of the handſomeſt Siſters in 
the Convent, and a conſiderable Fortune : 
That ſame, without doubt, is the Wretch 
hath yielded up her Honour, and profaned 
' our Convent, ſays the Superiour ; and forget- 
ting the ſecreſie the Arch-biſhop had recom- 
mended to her, immediatley ſhe call'da Con- 
vocation, and with tears in her, Eyes declar'd 
to the Siſters the misfortune befallen their 

- Convent, and deſu'd their advice. in that im- 
' portant Afﬀair. Many, eſpecially the Elder 
Nuns, . inſenſible of the pleaſures of Youth, 
were for delivering .the Criminals into the 


hands of the Secular Juſtice. But it wascar- '. 
ried by Majority of Voices, and reſolved that: 


Chriſtina and her ſuppos'd Miſtreſs ſhould be 
lock'd up a part in ſeveral Cells; and fed only 
with Bread and Water, till the Arch-biſhop 
ſhould prevail with Don Franciſo Corres for. 
his Pardon, and conſent for Marriage. The 
Criminals were accordingly cail'd to the Bar, 
where they received as ſevere Reprimandsas 
anger could ſuggeſt. Chriſtina who. at firſt 
thought all done in Railery, could not ut 
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Or, ' the Female Warriour. 17. 
bear laughing ; -but finding them itt .&dod 
earneſt RS Cs upon her Juftification, but . 
to no purpoſe; for without giving her leave 
to ſpeak they ſhut her up; and executed the 
Order of the Convocation with that rigour, 
they gave only pitiful old Pallets to lie: on; 
Chriſtina ſent the Superiour word by her 
Keeper, that to know her miſtake, ſhe need 


.only have her ſearch'd ; and that ſhe would 


moſt willingly undergo any puniſhment it 
ſhe were not as other. Womeri, This: was 
reported. to the  Superiour ; but the ' Nuns 
were all fo prepoſleſt, that there was not-one 7 
in the Convent would undertake ſearching 
her, for fear of meeting fome Bug-bears the 
Nuns are terribly afraid of, Don: Franciſco:: 
Cortes being privately told of the buſiriefs, was 
for having them puniſfd'' as Virtiated Veſtals; 
and buried -alive. + The! Arch-bishop: who: 
was for moderate courſes, -feot for Don'Lo-' 
7enz9.; and having aggravated the Enormity of 
the Crime he had commited _in.introducing 
his Kinſ-man among the Nuns.in Womens 


| SAppare, without giving him.time to anſwer, 


he asked him of what Quality and Fortvuhe ' 
that Wretch was. Don LZoreazo aitoniſht at 
this long Diſcourſe, gave.him- an account of! ' 

Chriftina's Adventures, and made: him clearly 
ſenſible. of the Error. he hadicommitted in 
the Judgment he made : of. thofe two Young 


' Perſons-; and added;the Matchioneſs 4'Offeyre 


would confirm. all he told hint. - The Arch- 
biſhop was ſatisfied; and went direftly t6 
the Convent to difabuſe the poor Nuns; by 
acquainting them with = that bad happen'd 

: T0 
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to Clriſzina;ever ſince ſhe came into Spair. The * 
Priſpners were ſet at Liberty, and. having 
thank'd the Arch-biſhop, were the firſt that 
laugh'd and diverted themfelves with their di- 
ſaſter, | The Marchitoneſs 4'Ofeyra underftan- 
ding Chriftina was In the Convent, andnot gone 
into.Frarce, as had been reported, went to ſee 
her, , with the Marchioneſs D* Aytona her 
Daughter, who was raviſh'd with her company. 
The young Marqueſs who was In. the Country, 
having heard the News by Letter from his 
Siſter, came away Poſt to ſee Chriſtina, who 
appeard ſo Charming 1a her Natural Habit, 
that from that very: moment the Friendſhip 
he had for ther improv'd -it {elf into Ad- 
miration and Love : Chriſtina perceiving it 
by bis diſcourſe, and the diſorder he appear'd 
in; wauld have withdrawn, telling him, un- 
leſs: -he-would alter his Language, he fhould 
neyer.ſee her more. . The Marqueſs to keep 
her 'a little longer with him, promis'd all 
ſhe deſir'd, and pray'd her to admit him to 
vitit her at leaſt thrice a week, but ſhe gave 
him leave to fee her only once a fort- 
night. | | 
| The Nuns, the .mean while, ftrove who 
ſhould firſt make. her Peace with Chriſtina 
and her Comrade, telling them how ſorry 
they were for their ill uſage; and upon this 
eccaſtion every one would needs. perſmade 
them ſhe had voted in their favour, or at leaſt 
hid fill a good opinion of them, ' But all 
agreed, that the Siſter who was over the 
Quire had been the moſt bitter againſt them ; 
and when ſhe ſaw ſhe could not m—_— to 
aye 
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have tlem madeaway,ſhe infiſted ſtrongly, they 
ſhould be madea publick example. Chriſtine 
had particular confidence in” that Nun, and 
took her for , her beſt Friend ; for thar 
the Chotre ang the Veſtry being under her 
Charge, ſhe often pray'd Chriſtina (who was 
very handy) to help her to wind up Ribband, 
and other little offices, which ſhe did for hex 
with ſingular dexterity and. neatnelſs. ': This 
Nun was pfodigiouſly covetous,and not-liking 
the Wax-lights a Chandler provided for the 
Conyent, she would needs - try the making 
ſame with the help. of another Nun of her 
humour ; but her; Huſwifery prov'd fo bad, 
and the Candles .burnt ſo. dim, they could 
ſcarce fee by that light in the Choire, which 
was excellent ſport for the other Nuns, e- 
ſpecially the Penfidners, . who hated -her 
mortally : they refoly'd to play her a Trick ; 
Chriſtina having got ſome Powder, with the 
help of her dear Friend Zeraphine Cortes, ſow'd 
two Cords together, and having rod them 
up hoPow, $he cover'd them with Wax, and 
fil'd them with Powder ſo neatly, that ng 
body would haye thought but they were 
Wax-Candles * they had the dexterity to pur 
to them Jittle Matches, which should burn 
about half a quarter of an hour before the 
fire came at the Powder. At night when 
prayer time in the Choire was come, they 
took away the Lights that were in the Can» 
Ueſticks, and put in theirs in their ſtead :; as 
{oon as they were lighted, they preſently 
obſery'd they burnt dimmer than ordinary 3 


but this was no news: yet the good Siſter. 
C2 (who 
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(who thought they were her handy- 
work) impatient to ſee them caſt fo dull a 
light, would needs mend one of them, and 
take off a little Wax that was melted about 
' it, By: this time the Powder took fire and 
went off like a Gun: the poor Nun fell 
fat on her back, and the reſt were ſo ama7'd, 
they were ready to run away. One of the 
boldeſt of them runing ir to help the di- 
freſſed Surintendant of the Chojre, the other - 
- Candle fird with more noiſe than the 'for- 
mer : this put the poor Nuns into a perfect 
Confuſion ; the fearful runaway, the reſt ſtaid 
to help their Companions; only Chrifti2a and 
her Friend were pleaſed with the diſorder, 
and lavght as if they would burſt. The Mor- 
row they held many Arguments about the 
accident ; moſt wereof opinion the Devil had 
a hand in it, and that the Lights- were be- 
witch'd: The Nun, Surintendant of the 
Choire, would no longer meddle with them, 
and the Superiour was forced to make uſe of 
her old Chandler again. | 
The Marchioneſs 4* A4ytona being alone, by 
reaſon of - her Hushands abſence at Madrid, 
to attend his imployments there, had long 
(but in vain) wish'd to have Chriſtina at her 
Houſe, and being oblig'd on the Morrow for 
the Country ,, ſhe begg'd her company fo 
earneſtly, it was not in her power to refuſe 
her. The Spanish Ladies have commonly as 
little divertiſement in'the Country as inTown, 
being generally $hut up in their Chambers, 
and receive no Viſits but from their near 
Kindred. The Marqueſs 4 Ofeyra made 4 
200 
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Food al. be his privilege of _ Brother, 
that he went every day to ſee his Siſter, 
though not ſo muci to complement her, as to 
have a ſight of Chriftiza, with whom he wes 
Charm'd. In one of his Viſits he had the 
opportunity to declare his paſſion for her, and 
let her know the violeace of it in the tendereſt 
expreſſiogs, aſuring her it ſhould laſt while 
helived. Chriftzaa interrupting him, intreat- 
ed him to quir his Paſſion, and think no moreof 
Love ; fince in the condition ſhe was 10, there 
was reaſon to believe he intended to make 
her his Miſtreſs, and could not have any 
thoughts of Marrying a Stranger, being ut- 
terly unaquainted with her "Guality Pand 
Fortune. But the Amorous Marqueſs having 
ſworn ſeveral times he would Marry her 
when ſhe pleas'd, rhough Chriſtina was of all 
perſons the leaſt inclin'd to Love, to fatisfe 
him, ſhe told him, if he would continue ia 
the ſame mind two years, that she mijzhr bc 

convinc'd he had no ill defi ign, she woull 
allow him the liberty to hope : that in the 
mean time $he expeRed it as an Evidence of 
his Love, to ſay no more of-it, but reſt fari\- 
fied with her Promiſe. The Marque!s hed 
that reſpec for her, that he forthwith re- 
tir'd for fear of diſpleaſing her, and reſolv'd 
to keep ſilent the Paſſion he had. for her two 
vears, in hopes by ſo fienal obedience to win 
upon, "ard maſter the inſenſibility of his Mi- 
fires. The Marchioneſs had ſent for a Fow- 
ter who had the Reputation of the beſt Marks- 
man in Spain, One day in complaifance to 
Chriftina, She went out 1n her Coach to fee 
C4 - the 
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the $kill of the Fowler, who made five $hots 
at Partridges flying, 2nd killd but two: 
however he was admir'd, ſo few there are in 
Spain that Shoot flying. Chriſtina lighting 
the pretended $kill of the Fowler, lighted ont 
of the Coach, and taking the Marquiſs Ofey- 
ra's Gun, made ready to Shoot the firſt Par- 
tridge' that ſprung : By good fortune they 
put up a Covey, Chriſtina $hot and kid three 
| of them ; and unconcern'd at the Applauſe of 
the SpeRators, new-charg'd her Gun, and 
having obſerv*d the Partridges light in two 
ſeveral places, $she ordered two Should be 
 Tprung (one from either place) and kilPd 
both with two ſeveral shots, ''The Marchi- 
oneſs and her Brother, could ſcarce believe 
what they ſaw - however they made her get 
into the Coach again,fearing ſo violent an Ex- 
erciſe might incommode her, and brought her 
back, in a manner, againſt her wall. bo 
 Abont this time Chriſtina received Letters 
irom Bearw, which brought her News 'of 
the Death of her ' Father, and the great de- 
ſire her Mother had to ſee her. This ob- 
lig'd her to pray the Marchioneſs to bring 
her back to Sazapoſa to ipeak with her Kinſ- 
man about the preſent condition of her Af- 
fairs. At herreturn she' was viſited by moſt 
that knew her : Amongſt the reſt, ter Anci- 
en* Comrades in the -Univerſity pretended a 
right tomake Love to her. ' Don -Phil:p de 
Palefox, formerly mentioned, was one of thoſe 
who  appear'd moſt concern'd, to let her 
know they had more then ordinary kindneſs 
for her, Amidſt all theſe pretencers, she 
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preſerv'd her uſual indifferency; Don 7hj- 
lip- not diſcouragd by the ſmali Progreſs of 
his Amours, fancy*d he might better pleaſe 
her with a Serenade which he gave her. 
Chriſtina who was not of the humour of the 
Spaniſh Ladies, who all love this kind of En- 
tertainment, was ſo angry at the noiſe it 
made in the Street; where two or three Per- 
ſons were abus'd on this occafion, that ſhe 
would not ſee Don Phzl:p any more, nor ap- 
pear to any perſon, no not to the Marqueſs 
who lov'd her with the greateſt reſpe&. 
Being thus depriv'd of the ſight of her, and 
not able to bear ſokilling aloſs, he inquir?ld 
and: learnt the cauſe of her anger, and re- 
ſolved to demand ſatisfaction from Don Phi- 
lip, and did it with a great deal cf courage, 
but ſo little ſucceſs, that he received -two 
dangerous Wounds, and lay at the Mercy of 
his Rival, who taking his advantage, re- 
quirdd him to quit all pretence to Chrifiva, 
The Marqueſs chuſing rather to 1 ſe his 
life than this Miſtreſs, Don _ Ph:l'p difarnrd, 
and left him, The MarchioneBG &' Offeyra 
ſeeing her Son in that condition, knov-ing 
Chriſtina was the cauſe of the Quarrel, was 
extreamly offended with- her. T he Marchi- 
oneſs d' Ayrona, came to her, endeavouring to 
comfort and divert her ttom the violent 
reſolutions ſhe would have taken againſt 
Chriſtina , bur could not preyail with her to 
forrear ſending Don Lorenzo ward, that if 
Chriſtina ſtaid longer 1n $rain, ſhe wonld ſet 
fire on his Houſe. - C:r:/ftiaz who was pre- 
Pairing for her return, baſtened her Jour: ey 
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for Bears ;, and coming home, was receiyed 
by her Mother with a great deal of joy, as 
far as the different Paſſions of Joy for ſight 
of her beloved Daughter, and ſorrow for 
her Son, would allow her. | 
_ .All the Perſons of Quality in that Country 
complemented her at . her return, and ſeveral 
thought her ſo Amtable, that in leſs than a 
Month ſhe had many very advantageous Pro- 
Poſals of Marriage : Her: Mother had partly 
made a Promiſe of her to a Gentleman, one 
. of the moſt conſiderable in thoſe parts. - But 
Chriſtina who loy'd her liberty, whether ſhe 
had a ſecret inclination for the Marqueſs, or 
a natural averſion from Marriage, declar'd 
ſhe would not put her ſelf under a Maſter ; 
and - ſince ſhe was now 1in a Country where 
thoſe other Sex are no Slaves, ſhe would en- 
joy her privilege, The moſt concern'd, 
thought to overcome her with diligence of 
attendance, and 'would not be diſcourag'd, 
till they found ſhe was indifferent for all, and 
made no account of their ſervic's. In the 
mean time, the Marqueſs £Ofſeyra being cur'd 
of his Wounds, and hearing his Miſtreſs was 
gone, was very much affiicted with the 
News, and would have followed her into 
France, but for fear of diſpleaſing her. He 
order'd one of his Family to paſs the Pyre- 
nees, and carry a Letter (he gave him) to Chri- 
ftina, which probably was Taft of tender aud 
paſſionate ' Expreſſions: (I wiſh it in my 
—__ to have pleaſur'd you with the Copy.) 
vt the Marchioneſs, his Mother, having 


giſcover'd the Intrigue, caus'd her Sons Con- 
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fident to be itaid by the way, and the Letter 
co be burnt ; and oblig'd him with fearful 


threats ' to tel} her Son, his Miſtreſs- was 


Married, and had facrificed his Letter to her 
Husband, who having read it, threw it in the 
fire. The paſſionate Marqueſs was fo vext 
at the News, it almoft coſt him his lite : At 
laſt, at the " perſwaſion of. his Friends, he 
went to Madrid, where Ambition quickly 
juſtled out Love, as uſually happens tothe 
Ar ahora of Ladies. Don Philip was better 
ſerv'd, for haying ſent a truſty Meſſenger to 
Bearn, to know whether the News he had 
heard: of the Marriage were true, he was in- 
form'd ſhe was not Marry'd ; and that ſhe 
went very. often a-Hunting, as the greateſt 
pleaſure ſhe took. This made him think -of 


ſtealing her; and the rather, becauſe he was of 


Opinion there was nv winning of her by fair 
means: A Man ofthat Country, whom he 
gain'd by his Liberality, offer'd to be his 
Guide, and repreſented the matter ſo eaſe, 


that Don Philip reſoly'd to put his deſiga_ 


in Execution. Accompanied with this Man, 
and two others well mounted, he. paſt the 
Mountains, and the t- ird day in the. Even- 
Ing came to a Vill: i8e nean Aayences and 
that leſs notice might he taken of his Arri- 
val, he ſent the two Perſons who bore him 


| company to Ilodzc in another inn: tis Mor- 


row betimes his Guide was In the Field, and 
brought him news that Chri/fina wouid not ſtis 
abroad that day ; and that the next day ſhe 
was to vilit a ** & Sno within a League of her 
Houſe, Don Philip having inform'd himſelf 


25 


of 


26 The Heroine Muſcucteer : 

of the way ſhe was to take, and knowing 
pretty near what time She would: ſet out, 
gave his Men order to advance ſoftly, and 
keep the Road - a moment after he followed 
with his Guide, having taken his Meaſures ſo 
right, that he arriv'd preciſely as Chriſtina 
was paſling by, attended only with a Foot- , 
boy. As ſoon as Don P»;lip ſaw her, he | 
was fo troubled and aſſaulted at once with 
Paſſions of ſo different Natures, that he was 
vp2fh the point of altering his Reſolution, 
and begging her pardon for the rashneſs of 
his Attempt. The ſuddenneſs of the accident 
had a ſuitable effet on Chriſtina, who pre- 
ſently ſuſpe&ed his deſign ; and he as quickly 
put her out of doubt, when he told her as 
She was returning back, upon pretence to 
receive him at her Houſe, that he was come 
to take her. back into Spain, where he could 
not live without her ; aſſuring her, he would 
Marry her as ſoon as they got thither. 
Chriſtina by a readineſs of Wit, natural to 
many of her Sex, concealing her ſurprize, 
look'd ſmiling upon him, and told him: she 
was very ſenible of the greatneſs of his Paſ-- 
tion for her, and was ready to go back with 
him to Spain, to receive the Honour (he was 
pleas'd to promiſe) of being Marry'd to him; 
only she pray'd him to atlow her {o much 
time as was requiſite for executing a De- 
iign of that Natnre with decency. Don 
Philip credulous as true Lovers are, was 
Charmn'd ar the good Fortune, to ſee himſelf 
not oblig?d to uſe force, but hoped he might 


enj9y her without offering any violence - He 
flatter'd 
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Or, the Female W, arriour. T7Þ 


fatter'd himſelf she lov'd him ;- and quit= | 


ting a deſign Deſpair had -ingag?d him in, he 
willingly imbraced all Expedients$he propogd. 
They went to Meyrac, where Chriſtina ravi- 
shed with joy for baving eſcap'd-ſogreatdanger, 
made as if she were extremely concern'd to 


| have him well entertain'd; and under that pre- 


rence, diſpatch'd two or three of her Ser- 
vants, to pray three or four Neighbours to 
come in all haſt to Meyrae. They all came in 
the Evening, and were much furpriz'd at the 


_ ſtrangeneſs of the Adventure; and animated - 
by an indifcreet Zealand the anger of theMo- 


ther, agreed vpon reſolutions very violent, 
and contrary to the Laws of Hoſpitality. Bur 
Chriſtina being of the humour of moſt Women, 
who ſeldom hate thoſe that love them, thovgh 
they love not again, and weary already with 
the noyſe she had made inthe world, could 
not be induced to conſent to a cruel Reyenge 
of a deſign vrdertaken for love of her, but was 
content to go into ' Don Ph:lips Chamber, at- 
tended with ſorze Gentlemen of the Neigh- 
bourhood, and tell him she had no ſmall re- 
ſpe& for his Perſon, but could not yet re- 
ſolve to Marry. v | 
void hearing the reproaches of a Lover, who 
after she was gone, could not forbear com- 
Plaining of her ; and thoſe who accompanied 
her thither, told him harshly enovgh he muſt 
be gone. FHererurn'd in a deſperate mood in- 
to the Inn where he had left his People, made 
them get haſtily on Horſeback, and rode all 
Night, deteſting his Paſſion no leſs than his 
Credulit,y, Not long after he addreſs'd him- 


ſelf 


ith that She retir'd, to a- 
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28 The Heroine Auſqueteer : 

ſelf to the Duke de S. Germain, Viceroy of 
Catalonia, for imployment, perhaps to have 
the better opportunity to take revenge on 
the French for the ill uſage he conceived he 
had received from Chriſtina, who had her 
Share of the trouble occaſioned by this Adven- 
tyre by the fright the Spaniard put her in, 
and the importunity of Suitors, whoſe Pafſion 
wasawakned by the accident, and put them 
upon new and preſſing addreſſes to her. 
Her Mother and Relations made uſe of it, to 
perſwade her to Marry armor, a Gentle- 
man of great Merit, who had long endea- 
vour'd to gain her, and had his Eſtate conve- 
niently ſeated near hers. This buſineſs was 
believ?d of ſo much advantage to both, and 


the Relations on either fide deſired it ſo 


earneſtly, that Articles of Marriage. were 
drawn upon the aſſurance the Barroneſs gave 
to prevail with her Davghter to conſent : 
But Marmon being informed how much 
they preſ9d her, went to ſee her, and having 
complain'd of her indifference, aſſur'd her, 
he was ready to ſet her at liberty from any 
Engagement $he might be conceived under 
to him, and would endeatour to merit her 
by ſuch ſervices as he thought moſt accepr- 
able to her. - Chriſtina who had not before 


. vouchſafed him an anſwer, obſerving his 


ſentiments ſo full of reſpe@, declar'd to him 
She had no averſion againſt his Perſon, tho a 
ſtrong one againſt Marriage, and was reſolv'd 
to prefer her liberty before all other advan- 
tages; but if it shovld' be her fortune one 
day to loſe it, she-5hould be glad to facrifice it 

to 


= 


. Or, the Female Warriour. 29 
to a perſon who appear'd ſo reaſonable. He 
was fatisfi'd with her anſwer, and pray'd his 
Relations to ſpeak no more of the huſineſs, 
but give kim time to win her by his ſervices. 
He walted on her thenceforward with a great 
deal of diligence, but with ſo much diſcreti- 
on (not ſpeaking a word of Love) that $he 
received all his Viſits with much fatisfattion, 
and had a real Eſteem . (though no Love) 
for him. 7 

One Afternoon she had been abroad witk 
Marmon a-$hooting Quails with a Croſs-how 
without a Gun, a great Maſtiff ſet upon her 
Setting-Dog: she preſently ran in to force 
the Maſtiffto let go his hold, which he too 
quickly did upon the firſt blow $he gave him, 
and flying at her, . bit her in the right Arm. 
Marmon, who was hard by, purſued the 
Maftiff; and having overtaken him, preſently 
diſpatch'd him, though not without being 
bitten by him. He had ſcarce laid him dead, 
but he ſpy'd two. or three Countrymen com- 
ing with Guns in purſuit of the Maſtiff, who. 
told him it was a Mad Dog, and had already 
bit three or four. Chriſtina was, ſo frighted 
at the News, she w# ready to fink ; _ 
ting haſtily home, ſent for an able Phyſician 
of the Neighbourhood, who according to the 
Cuſtom of thoſe of the Profeſſion, made light 
of the matter, and undertook to cure her in 
few days, and ordered her ſcy:ral Remedies 
for the purpoſe. Aſarmon was fo tranſports 
ed, they doubted he would run Mad; for 
a long time he obſtinately refuſed to rake 
afy thing, imagining if he cogld ſecure i | 
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30 - The Heroine Muſqueteer - 


ſelf from Love; he had no reaſon to fear 


Madneſs, being reſolved to follow the Fate of 


his Miſtreſs. Chriſtina being told of it, con- 
jur?d 'him to uſe the ſame Remedies that ſhe 
did; aſſuring him ſhe was much concetn'd for 
His health. | 

Some days after their hurts, there was a re- 
port, that a Woman bit by the ſame Dog was 
Tun Mad. and that they were forced to ſmother 


her. They would have conceaPd this News 


from them ; but Chriſtina's Mother having 
heard ir, was ſo alarmnd rhat in ſpite of rhe 
Phyſicians and their Medicines, ſhe reſolved 
to take her Daughter. to Bayonne, to dip her 


. In the Sea, as a Soveraign Remedy in the caſe. 


Marmon would make one” of the Company, 
morefor the pleaſure of attending his Miſtreſs, 
than for the Cure. The morrow after their 
arrival the Ladies were viſited by moſt of 
the Perſons of Quality in the Fown. The. 
Viſcount Roxceval, then at Bayonne, was one of 
the firſt to pay them his Civilities : He was 
of aZood Family, of a haughty humour, and 
Mein, 'and had a conſiderable Eſtate in the 
Country of Beſ/que : But : had the intolera- 
ble vanity to think he did a Lady Honour, 
af he took the pains to come near her. The 
firſt time he ſaw Ebriſtiza, he thought her ſo 
Amiable, he reſolved to ſee her often ; the 
ſecond Viſitamngd him, and filld him full of 
Amorons Inclinations : and having been a 
whole Week without ſeeing her, being in a 
Courſe of ,Bhyſick, his' Fancy had the oppor- 
tunity. to repreſent her to his thoughts to the 
utmoſt” adyantage: The third Viſit he _ 
- er, 


Or, the Female Warrjour. Jr 


her, he went with a reſolution to declare his 
Love, but did not, having not been able to 
find her alone; bur he return'd home up to 
the Ears in Love, which may be reckon'd a- 
mong the Triumphs of Cxpid, The morrow 
he defired to ſpeak with her before eight in 
the Morning, but was put off till the After- 
noon. The Ladies had ſcarce dined but he 
came in, and happily finding Chrit;za in her 
Chamber alone, he began with telling her he 
had brought her the beſt News ſhe ever heard. 
"This Lady, who took ſingular delight to 
hear News, and was paſſionately concern'd for 
the Progreſs of the Victorious Arms of Frarce, 
fancy'd ſhe fhonld hear from him of ſome Vi- 
ory in the Field, or the taking of Cambray, or 
V alenciemnes, and was upon that account very 
earneſt to know the News. The Viſcount ha- 
ving amore thanordinarf Confidence, and a 
Stranger to the fears incident to moſt Lovers 
when they are to declare their Paſſſori'ta their 
Miſtreſſes, never ſtuck to tell her, that'a Per- 
ſon of great Merit and Birth,and as great a For- 
tune, 'admir'd her and was reſolv*d to marry 
her. Chriſtina who little expected ſuch a Com= 
plement, anſwer'd, that how little ſoever he 
was concern'd for that Perfon, he would do well 
to adviſe hint to think no more - of that buſi- 
neſs, it-beiug more than probable that far all 
his _ Quality and Fortune, he ſhould bur 
loſe his time ImCoprting her. The Viſcount 
was not diſcouraged at this Anſwer, but. think- 
ing ſhe had not wel} underſtood him, told her, 
ſhe would not be fo indifferent, did ſhe bur 
know the Gentlemans Name. It madded _ 
tne 
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” The Heroine Muſquetter : 

the while to ſee - her ſo incurious, and not ins 
quiſitive who it, was, and himſelfdepriy'd of 
the occaſion he expeRed to have from her que- 
ſtion, to anſwer, it was he - Were It you re- 
plies Chriſtina coldly, I had no more to fay to. 
you than what you. have heard - *Tis not. Poſe 
lible, ſays the Viſcount, you. Should be ſo-much 
your own Enemy,to retuſe {uch a ſettlement as 
I propoſe to you : 1 haye that exceſs of kind- 
neſs for.you, I will gire., you time to ,think 
on't, and doubt not but you will alter, your 
mind when you have confiderd the ad- 
vantages of the offer | make you... At this 
another coming in, be. withdrew, and-:came 
two days after to knoy.if. $he had tho? of the 
propoſal he had made. her - * Twas to no pur- 
poſe tothink of it, anſer'dshe, having nothing 
to add to what I ſaid, to you at firſ}. She 
ſpoke theſe words ſo mMconcern'd, and with ſo 
much ſcorn, that the prelumptuons Vicount, 
not ables.to endure 1t,-todk, his leaye, and 
went away, telling her, ſinct she made ſill 
uſe of. his kindneſs, hecould alter his humonr. 
Ebriſtina.to be rid of his extravagant impar- 
tunities, gave order they should anfwer him 
at the. door if he came. again, that she. was not 
well, and in few days return'd ;with ber Mo- 
ther to Bearn., Every body at Bayonne admir'd 
her, Ni ſpoke well of her when gone;;- only 
the Viſcount Roncevalhaughtily pi lish'd,,she 


'was in Love with him, and.added many Tidi- 


culous Circumſtances t9 makethe ſtory. more 
probable. © Chriſtina heard -of it, - and was 
touched to the quick, thoyes *tyyas told 
her for her comfort, the *Viſcount. wagu 
| to0 
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courſng together. When Fe Servants were 


39 
arab his Acquaintance 
made ttte accon ord But this would 
ot fatish he -" She was ready' to take Horſe 
x Bayonne to pithish hisInſvlence, wanting nei- 
courage nor deXterity to have ſatisfaction 
"hit P aothing but the fear of giving © OC< 
| for new diſcourſe held her back. Mar- 
having had ſome - confuſed account of it, 
oy ip d it with all the indignation of a paſſio- 
nate Lover: To be clearer informed, hegvesro 
his MFR "and finding yer much ont of 
humouf,,"s e ed her thei aſon. You are the 


O A ook 'Provi n Ys She very ſeri- 
A ay of. 
Err 

0 


*Tis ſomewhat 
havel oa, 'S | hiv wanted 1 not the 
moſt tel cate Ye alot aman of Honour, 
made her a profound. Reverence, and re- 


tir'd; 'Wo. hours; after he go L ON Horſe-back, 


and took the Road for Bayonne, where he was 
told at his arrival, the Viſcount was gone to 
one of þjs Seats in the "Country a-Huntin ng: 
He reſol\'d to follow him, and found im ju 

as he was going from'home to a Gentleman 
his Nei bour. to dine with him, The firſt 


Compl ments paſt, he let the Viſcount know 
he h; bg neſs of conſequence to communicate 
to. bim, and that it, would be conyenient they 


&-: 


be, Private. Ronceval. order'd bis Ser- 


vVants to. 0 before, aid. tell his Friend, that 
he. bronghre with bim a_ Gentleman of Bearn 
Who. WS d be glad of being known to him. 


Ronceugl, and: Marmon. rode gently after, diſ- 


got 


34 The Heroine Muſquetees: 


got out- ont oi fight, Aarmon told him be 
was .COme t9 demand {atisfat.on -of him for 
what. he had faid ro the diſadvantage of the 
moſt,Charming . Perſon off Earth. This ſur- 
priz 4 the Viſcount, who would have. turn'd 


all into Raillery ; but "ing preſt to take his. . 
Piitol in i:32d, he anſwer'd briskly,. and . 


foright with courag 'e enough: But: whether 
F'Y | Jal were realy the braver man, or that 
Lo e made hin. the-more dextrous, he ſhot 
-j-+ dead upon the place, and made away to 
z Friends Houſe upon. the Mountains, where 
he hid himſelf many.days to fave himſelf from 
the purſayi: of.thſe who would have ruin'd 
h;m, by r-aking:this paſs for a Duel. - Chrifti- 
2242 expreſt her ſelf forry*for the, News, [but 
cud, baicly be. troubled at .heart, .which 
V bit:erly enrag'd againſt Ronceval: the 
G aly means to appeaſe it, was 'to make him a 
Victim. The heat of the firſt purſuits being 
over, Marmon longing impatiently to ſee his 
Miitreſs, ftole away privately to Meyrac, where 
he. was received with al the marks of eſteem 
and .acknowled2ement he could expe&.from 
Chriſtina, who ſeeing him in trouble for. a 
Pardon fromthe King, told him, 1t became 
not a- man of | Honour-to dehire it, without 
having deſerv'd its And ſince his: Majeſty 
commanded the: Afmies in Perſon, it wanld 
be a1 eaſfie matter for him to. make himſelf 
known to that great Prince by ſome: ſignal ſer- 
vice, which might,afſure him of pardon for a 
reward, and 'was the only way, to gain her 
Heart. He. was raviſh'd to. find her. fenti- 
ments fo different from the weakneſs gy 
tx, 


« 


Or. the Femple VE arriour. 35, 
Sexy and taking his leave, promis'd never to. 
return till he had - made'1t appear, he was not 
alrogether} unworthy the concern ſhe ex+ 
preſt / for his reputation. He o1der'd his af-. 
fairs at home with all poſhible-expedition, and 
came to' Paris a/ little 'heftore: the opening of; 
the 'Compagnefor the French Connty. - Two 
or- three' of his Friends, who. were Muſque- 
teers, ſpake ſo well of that. ſervice, and the 
frequent adyantages they | had  to-fignalize 
themſelves. that he reſolv'd vo liſt himſelf in 
the ſecond Company, where Mounlieur Faxvelt 
yery / gladly received him, and armor as 
worthily ſerv?d 'him with a.great deal of re- 
putation and courage. - At their return from 
the 1ſt" conqueſt of (that 'County, he gave 
Chriſtina a . particular account .of what had 
paſt; and am:ng!'\the. reſt, -the Death of 
Captain Floxis her Kini-man.;+ He enlarged 
his Letter with Elogies of the valour and 
conduct of the indefatigable: Lewss thegreat, 
whoſe heroick actions cxcel and deface: what 
H:itory hath left vpon Record of Ce/ar's and 
Alexander's, and what Fabulons Writers have 
inyented of imaginary Heroes; «xtoiling in 
the concluſion their happineſs and farisfaction 
who ferve ſo. brave and vertuous a Monarch, 
Chriſtina ambitions of Glory was {9 tranſported 
with-this fairhfal r lation, fhe forgot {er Sex; 
and taking aireſolutian beyond iwier ſelf, cr at 
leaſt ſuch as ſhe only. was capable of, eſpou- 
ſed a deſign to diſpute with the draveit of 
Men, the honour of'weli-ſerving ſo worthy 
2 Maſter z yer: found'upon ſecond thoughts 
YIROT $97 707 D''3 NE 


26 The Heroine Muſqueiter : 
ſo many obſtaclss in her way, - that would 


have diſcouraged any other from execiiting ſo' 


generous a reſolution. © She made ' the Abbot 
of | Dizette her intimare Friend acquainted 


with her intentions; who having endeavou-- | 


red (but in vain) to divert her from purſu- 
ing them, promis'd to ſerve her to his pow- 
er ; the Death ofher Mother happening about 
that time' facilitated her deſign, though it 


retarded the execution ſome Months. -E>. 


very day ſome mew difficulty aroſe, and ſee- 
ing it impoſlible to ſettle alt her Afﬀairs, ſhe 
gave the Abbot a general proxy, and under 
pretence of following a conſiderable Sulit at 
L2w depending at Grenoble, ſhe went*thi- 
ther, and having dextroufly rid her ſelf of her 
Country Folks who carne with her, ſhe put 
her ſelf in Mans Habit, and without having a- 
ny Mercy on her delicate Hair cut it ſhort, 
and witha Foot-boy newly taken, went for 
Paris under the Name of St. Aubin. The ſe- 
cond days journey ſhe overtook a Gentleman 
of- Provence going to Court, who was ves 
'ry glad of her Company ; this Gentleman 
was Brother to the illuſtrious Chevalier Four- 
bin, and was' ſo pleaſed with the conver- 
ation of St. Aubin, and took that eſteemn for 
his perſon, that he freely offered himhis inte- 
.reft and his Friends to helþhim toan employ 
proportionable to his merit. ' St. Aubin'tel- 
ling him he had never been in © the ſer- 
vice, but was deſirous to liſt himſelf a Muſ- 
queteer, | he preſented ' him to his Brother, 
who commands the firſt Company, and re. 

 _com- 


Or, the Female Warriour. 29 
commended him as affeionately as if be had 

been his $00; 1: D9 | 
The,,morrow after he was lifted, the King 
preſent at-a general muſter of his Guards; 
nd -the- new- Muſqueteer appearing in the 
ranks was admired by all+that obſerved 
him. - And- as if France could not have pro- 
duced ſo.good a Face, his \Comrades faid 
he was:an Engliſh man, |and Nephew to my 
Lord . Doxplas:3; though: this 'was:-but fur- 
, miſe, yet none wereſfo inquiſitive as to: troubſe 
themſelves abont the:truth of it, and moſt be- 
liexed himysa ſtranger : -One more. curious - 
than, the reſt;;being in the ſame rank with 
Aformon; told bim- of it;-and pray'd him to 
go ſee:him;-when the- firſt Company fil'd off. 
Marmpe was ſo aſtonish?d-to- ſee how like his 
Miſtreſs the. pretended 'Englishman | was, | he 
_ could not, .forbear. telling his Friend, this 
'Muſgueteer had - the. zMeen © and . Air of a 
Gentlewoman of his Country : Anday ſoon as 
-hexeturn'd to Paris, he writ@&Letter to Chri/t:- 
»a, (whom he thought ftill in Bears) wherein 
he. acquainted her how: much his fancy was 
offeſt with her, and eyery moment repre- 
ſented her Charms to his thoughts ; and: that 
Fortune in fayour of his Love had vonchſafed 
him another piece of happineſs by placing a- 
mong.the Muſqueteers an 'English youth, who 
was the very: Picture of her, and diſſipated by 
his preſence the trouble her abſence would 
have given him this Campaign. ' St. Aubin 
having reſolv'd not to diſcover himſelf to Aar- 
101 before the opening the Campaign, and ob- 
ſerving he took particular Notice of him, and 
SL D 3 &hat 
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That it would be impoſſible to avoid Diſcovery 
long, went one diy to his Quarters'-'and'find+ 
ing him alone, told-him he deſired "to' be ac- 
quainted with him, and covld-do'no lefs to 
Tequite the deſire he' had expreſt- on Two' or 
three 'occaſions to cantra@t a Friendſmp with 
him. Aarmon was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd arthe 
Voice, his Heart telling him prefently "way 
Chriſtina, ſpoke to him, though his reaſon 
could hardly give him leave to believe it. St. 
Fubin ſmil'd, which put Harmon out of Youbr. 
May 7 crcd't my Eves, ſeys-he, or is it an illuſion ? 
St. Azbin interrupting him, declared the mo- 
tives for the reſolution he had taken, charging 
him at his peril not to diſcover him, and/pro- 
miſing to be vety. ſenſible of the diſcretion he 
ſhould ſhew on this occaſion, and after they 
Should have both gain'd credit in the ſervice 
they would retire together and enjoy one ano- 
ther the reſt of their Days : Afarmon, who 
knew her humour, thought it to no'purpoſe 
to endeavour making her alter her" refoln- 
tion, told her, Jr was a reſolution worthy 4 
noble Sol, © He added & thouſand obliging ex- 
prefſions and ſo very kind, St. Azbin told 
h!-2 he muſt. alter *his Language, and call 
him: Covſin ; which he promis'd to do, and 
obſerv'd ir ſo carefully that their Correſpon- 
dency was never perceived. 

The Muſqueteers within few Days follow- 
ed the King to Flanders ; the Cimpaiga (be- 
ing that of the taking of. Limbur ) was fo la- 
mentably wet it would have diſcouragd any 
but St. Aubin from being a Soldier. Marmon,who 
came ofxen to ſee him as his Coulin haviog oy 
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tred his Tent, found him, ſo weary, he could 
not forbear. telling him bow, trov led he was 
to ſee. him dJrudge in thath.rd fervice, the'fa- 
tigues| whereof the ableſt Men were ſcarce 
able:to nendure.. His diſcourſe on this Sab- 
je& was./ſo tender and paſſionate, thata Sol- 
dier who overhear:; them through the Tenit- 
Cloths,” cane briskly in, and-gave them cauſe, 
by his expreſſions to believe he ſufpeced the 
words he had heard Marmay ſpeak, could not 
be addreſs'd butgo' a Maid. - Sr. Aubin per- 
ceiving it, anſwered, his fooliſh Conlin there, 
| was ſo deeply ut Love he_ could not abſtain 

from diſcourſing of it, and repeating to him 
what he had fag to. his MiſtreG; and withthar, 
turning to  Marmeny, 1 would adviſe you, Cou- 
ſin, to write to-her, faith St. Aubin : 17a; ion 
anfwer*d, Matters Were not Jer ripe for wri- 
ting and he durſt not . do. it the Soldier 
believed all this true, | and preſently went 
out. St. Aubis took that. occaſion” to repre- 
ſent to Marmon the Inconveniences migit hape- 
pen' if he us'd diſcourſe of that Nature, and 
charg'd him not tv ſpeak a word to him during 
the Campaign, - but as to his Couſin. 

The- i>:ews about this time was, that the E- 
nemies fearing the approach of the K. march- 
_ ed further off, and retir'd into their Countries, 
giving out (to amuſe the People) they would 
go beſiege Maeftrichr. This obliged his Maje- 
ſty to ſend thither a detachment of his Muſ- 
queteers uhder the cominand of Monſieur Jau- 
velle ; thoſe Gallants being. all willing to go 
upon that ſervice, in hopes to ſee the Ene- 
my quickly. To prevent diſcontent, the King 
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was oblig'd to take the fourth M; *y ever 
rank/ till the m1; e* op. the num! - 
It was St. Aubin's Fortune to' tach 
mong the reſt, and Marmo?s" to: b cleft be- 
bind; be ran to the firſt Ohjupans to en- 
quire. how his 'Coulin ſped, and. te his; ut; 
ter vexation heard he was 'of the number of | 
the detach'd, armor unwilling to part wit 
him, pray'd ſeyeral of his Comrades: to give 
him their place, pretending he had NE 
-of. Conſequence with a Capfain of the Garri- 
ſon of Macſtricht : But he was ſo unfortunate, 
or, thoſe Companies were compoſed of yo 7g 
Gentlemen ſo paſſionately. ambitious of 
nour, he could not find one willing. to o 


ſo promiſing an occafion to ſignalize hi 
Part they muſt, and Afarmor remained uy 
ſuch a conſternation, nothing for a long tiwe 
could comfort fiim, The mean time the de- 
-tachment® arriv'd' at Maeftricht, where the 
. Marſhal 4, Eſ/radejoytully receiv'd them 
tho? till then, no Soldiers had been qui: 
ed with the principal Burgers, on thus occa- 
fion no Man was exempted. 

An Officer of the Town who gave out the 
billets, to take away all cauſe © complaint, 
faid, be would quarter a, Muſqueteer at his 
Houſe ; And having ſpy'd St. Aubin lipt in- 
to his hand a billet for his Houſe, fancying 
a. young Man fo handſome could not but be 
of a very, quiet temper, and complying hu- 
movr. .This- Burgher was very rich, and 
had to Wife one of the handſomeſt Women 
of the ,Town ; and a Siſter, whoſe Beauty 
as Forgune had made a great number of 

Officers 
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beard: th e 3cq uaintance tell of the 
diford (os diers. uſual y commit in” their 
quarters, trembled at the choughts of bevieg 
one in their Hoſe, But oy muft have 0 

arter'd with them, and they had takey 

eir Fortune for the "Ma and reſolved t6 
uſe him -the beſt they conld. St. Aubin co- 
ming to their Hovwſe with a Billet in his Hand; 
they came down to receive him, and were 
ſo plealingly farpriz'd with the fight of him, 
(capable to move the molt indifferent to have 
kindneſs for him) that. they conld not for- 
bear viewing him with oalthan and 
applauding. in their Hearts their very "good 
-ortune: His -obliging way ot Diſcourſe, and 
the excuſes he made. that he was forc'd to 
trouble them, abſolutely gain'd him their 
Hearts, And to let him preſently ſee the 
eſteem they had for him, they 7] pave him the 
beſt;Chamber in the Houle, tho defign'd foc 
another. It was very 'richly fyrniſh'd, ai 
a St. Aubin after long excuſes to the contrary, 
was forced to lie there. The Mafter of the 
| Houſe having made proviſion of ſome Bottles 
of Rheniſh Wine to Welcome his new Gueſt, 
was angry. to find him as ſober at Table, as 
modeſt every where elſe. St. Aubin had not 
been two days there, but his Hoſteſs was de- 
ſperately in Love with him - Her Siſter Ra- 
chel had very kind thoughts for him, and 
\ having twice or thrice in his Company re- 
ſolved to make Conqueſt of him ; her Sui- 
tors had ſo often told her ſhe was amiable, 

"nd her Glaſs confirnid it fo well, that he 

doubted 
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doubted not of ficceſs *when ſhe ſhould 'ap- 
ply her ſelf to gain Love. Theſe" two fair 
Ones had- no other diſconrſe but®of the new 
Beauties they diſcover'd every moment:in'the 
face and wit of their new Gyeſt, andhe very 
glad of ſo pretty - an amuſement, ſpent widle 
"days at home, to divert” himſelf 'with ' them * 
at ſome Jittle witty Games he taught them. . 
with a penalty impos'd on thoſe- who did not © 
well. They took occaſion 'to- commend” his 
Complaifafce before the Maſter of the Houſe, 
who was raviſh'&tofind his'Gveſt ſ> well diſ- 
pos'd, as to apply himſelf for their divertiſe- 
ment. And when his Wife was out at play, 
he never fail'd, for her penalty, to: rediiee 
her to kiſs the Muſqu:teer ; which ſhe was 
ſo pleas'd with, ſhe neyer minded her'Garth 
that ſhe might by*her faults have the "oe: 
fion to kiſs him the oftner ; and the Hus 
bard in good hum-vur, would ſometimes ſay 
. he would excuſe his Wife, ſhould ſhe-be, un- 
faithful ro him, to pleaſure a perſon of ſo;good 
4 Meen. Xachel, who apply*d her ſelf par- 
. ricularly to pleaſe him, was diſtracted 'to 
ſee Saint Aubin pleasd with thoſe {inall Penan- 
ces undergone with ker Siſter, without expreſ- 
ſing any preference for her, and. hecame. ſo 
icalous of him ſhe reſolvcd to make him jea- 
Jous too. Toeffet this, ſhe ſent for a Gen- 
tleman of the Garriſon, who ' had long been 
in love with her. St. A«bin being excellent 
Company, was very glad to ſee him, and 
grew ſo intimate with- him, - that in a ſhort 
time the Gentleman ſtill made one amongſt 
them 1n all their divertiſements. It madded 
| OE 22 IR | Rachel 
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Rechal, to ſee St. dubin, not only unconcern- 
£6, as. formerly, . but very earneſt to have 
the Gentleman - ſ:nt for, when he ſaid away 
1oogi;;10,.,that,-ſhe, reſolv'd; T0, quarrel with 
hipg that ſhe” might no. more bz troubled 
with ;him. The Muſquerteer . very glad of an 
A fritant. to bear the. .Women Company, and 
defirous...to . haye.. him continued, when he 
found the difference between Rachel and-the 
Gentleman, - interpos'd. "to reconcile them. 
The - Amorous:: Rachel,«not 'able to deny him 
any thing, ' granted. his: requeſt, The Gen- 
tleman, who, notwithſtancing the Civilities 
of his Fr iend, ſiſpefted the might. be 'his Ri- 
yal;. was ſo {-afible of the o»ligation, that 
he aequainret himgvith bis Paſſion for Rachel, 
St dubir, in requital of the confidence, pro- 
him all the ſervice in his power. The 
Siſters, the mean time, obſerving they were 
both in-Love with their Gueſt, watci'd one 
another narrowly,vand if he..chanc'd rt let 
fall-a kind expreſſion, for: the ane, he was 
preſently call'd to accqunt, for it by the 0- 
ther ; And if he tirr'da' quarter of an hour 
cut of: doors, 'he' was to expect a ſtrict exa- 
mination art his return, what he had been a 
doing” Thus far they held a fair Corre- 
Fpopdeneny -andconceal'd nothing from each 
other- The Married Siſter being bolder than 
Rachel, to prevent and engage her i in her in- 
tereſts, 4 at leaſt diſcourage her from 
daring to.'declare her love for St. Aubin, ac- 
quainted her with. the kindneſs ſhe had for 
him, deſiring her Aſſiftance to make him ſen- 
fivle of it, when ſhe found a favourable op- 
portunity 


to en Riga age of x 
day ;.- old: - ww o 
hear _e diſcourſe. withont bluſhing, 
a Witneſs, of Fe. ſervice ſhe_woul 
notice. of aL. "Th S.put £&: 
ult- difle or hide it the 
St, Aubiz. 


dl Room, after half pe of in] | 4k ar | 
diſcourſe, ſhe extoll'd. his Merit,. and. : go04 
Meen, and told him, that having,{0-. | 
good qualities, he mult no 

a -handſume W DIManyg!. 

day had. kind inclan i BS 

biz muſing at this, Rachel told bim,: ke 
only take good, ON of her Siſter, a 

might read in; her looks. the truth! 'of what 
ſhe ſaid. . St. Aubin tir'd with theft 


anſwer'd her in general, that fre n. the. da 
firſt came -to their Houſe, he found hin 
extreamly oblig'd to hoth the Siſters, ;.; gd 
wiſh'd himſelf. in a better, condition to .ex- 
reſs - his .acknowledgments. . Kachel, would 
_ broken off there, bus. Lg 2 
ut 


Siffer was” near; ''The 7 d. further; to: 
draw-him to! 'a more pans: fi anſwer 
agd"ro- bring him to it, magnifi'd the Charms, 
of her Siſter : "You are'pleas'd tobe merry,, 
ſays"St. "Aubin 7 3 -but fince we are fallen on. 
this ſubjeR, you will give'me leave to.inform. 
you of "a Paſſion as real, as that, you tell me 
of is imapitnry. 'Rachel making'mo; doubt. 
-but he ſpoke " himſelf,” was mortally. afraid- 
ker Rival "ſhouldhear 'the Declaration fhe 
thought” he' winld - make; And to- fave her 
the trouble of 11 ; WC hay pre with- 
drawn,” but for fear of Riſbouras ing him, the 
alter'd her mind, Hef" Bijother c jag 1ockin 

W in, helpd* her ou of the perplexity ſhe 
| Tag but not out, of thK impatience ſhe was 
, fo hear the-Declaration expeted. Not 

NE 0 him alone, and inſenſi- 


very, glad to ſerve his Friend, fol 30 
ro. the Gentlemans advantage; and deſcrib'd- 
to the life the Paſſion hehad for her,. that 
Rathet *could- not forbear 'f ſighipg out, [Cruel 
Man that you are, how is it poſſible you thathave 
fo little ſenſe of | Love, ſhould" ſo powerfully = 
Jo__ orhbers" to it? She< was o athandd, ha- 
ving let fall theſe words, 'that ſhe retired, 
thout giving him time to anſwer ; and 
grieva at heart for his inſenſibility, ſhe:gave 
ree paſſa e to her tears, the uſual comfort 
'of thoſe of *her Sex. Her Siſter, who ſtudi- - 
edevery moment how to conquer his obſtinate 
indifference, — to- do- it by her _ 
ity. 
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lity, St. Aubin not” fo well able ro diſp 
as his Sex, or not fo'careful to- doit, Yhad - ; 
often ſaid he adinir d'the rare Workmanſhip | 
of ſome Table Linnen The had ſhown itn + 
She preſented him 'with it ; ,atid th6bgthe © 
made very ſhy of "aecepriny it, ſhe ptk8falhim:"1 
ſo earneſtly, on'pretence he might hayeneed- 
of it in the Army, that ſhe for&&* him!Xo-"!) | 
take it.' After this” ſhe would have nnde a2! 
nother ' preſent of 'a'/ Locker of Diamonds p! 
which ſhe'could not(perſvate' bim'ts receive, 
but 'he' covld not refuſe (# very curious Toi- 
lette Rache! beſtow'd® off Rim, - There. was” 
news about that. time, rl.at the/Commander: 
of 'the Muſqueteers had Order from the King 
to lead his —_—— to Parts: 'T His Pub” 
Rachel and her Sifter lu a fearful Canfte: 
tion * The qo was. pretty. well ſati<fied;-' 
beeanſe her Rival being the-handſomer” and 
younger, had met with nFbeiter Fortune than 
ſhe : But Rathel was ſo troubled at' Mt, -the' 
very thoughts of St. ' Azbir's abſence” Alnoſt-/ 
diſtracted her ; and judging no misfortmne 
equal to that of loſing” him, ſhe ca[f®#y36ut 
how to keep htm_near her. The&®Orders | 
for their marchin# ſa idenly away,” afflifted 
her extreamly ; for-betieving . ſhehad: fortune 
large eno ongh ro make her a MuſquetcersWife, 
ſhe mate no Gunhroout St, Arbm wotitelad- 
Iy merry her,-conld The bat havet'tt ine, ts - 
get fer Friends :confent, who-were alrezdy 
under {nme Ingagerte:it of marryfin.- her to 
a young" Man of Anftercam, and very conſ- 
derable., Bur not Gating to: 'expoſe her Love 
to 
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to theuncettain ſucceſs of a haſty/Nepotiation, 
ſhe took a reſolution, the moſt hardy and bold 
a' perſon of; her Sex cou'd 'be capable of, 
and pray'd\,bet Brother to. go along' with her: 
to. her! :'Uncle,-who was her Guardian, Be= 
ingalans with them two, whowere her neareſt 
Relationsy; and. antruſted to. diſpoſe of. her, 
ſhe; fell down at their feet ; and having en- 
deayour'd; to... fyceten them by a- Pream- 
ble not much to the purpoſe, ſhe declared 
to 'them ſhe. bad; been {ſo unfortunate, as to 
yield To..St..,Anbin, yponchis Promiſe to Mar- 
ry; her, but; was afraid. he would leave her 
without making her his Wife : that'ſhe had 
rather jdie than live diſhonour'd, -and beggd 
their« pardon, and that at _the ſame time they 
would *diſpatch her out of the World, or af- 
ford-/her their, neceſſary aſfiſtances to- make 

him, repair her Honour... oo 
The :Brother having areal eſteem for St. 
Axhin, could have been very well content ra 
have,him-. for his Brother in-law, and excugd 
his-Sifter, ;fo well, that the, Uncle, who had 
_ threatned'to. forſake her, joynd with'them-to 
agree upon "the means to ſettle the Afﬀeair. 
Rachel blind with ;Paſlion, told them the-on- 
ly * way. to..do it, - was to ſurprize them a-bed 
together, .and- perfwade or force him pre- 
ſently, to marry her. -' This! appear'd fo eaſie 
they promisd 'to do (it'z'' and | having a- 
greed of the time' to put it in execution, 
Raciz:l at the: hour went into. St. Aubir's 
Chamber, and having found him a-bed * (as 
ſhe had fore-caſt) ſhe threw off herNight-gown. 
| | and 
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and laid her by im, if he tligught 
her too palin op bg in doing thus, he 8k 
thank himſelf, who had. pur her Veptos 3 


tion to conſider neither. what was. decent 
nor. reaſonable. St. Aubiz would have gor 


' out of Bed, and would not have been Eakd 


there, but for the noiſe the Uncle an 
ther made ; as they Fry - the Chambet 
with Piſtols in_thejir Hands : came to | 
the: B:d-fide, and having gray : 

found, to their aſtoniſhment, HTS 
were both © a-Sex; and Rachel perceiving 
ber miſtake in having loy'd a Womah, un- 
der the-diſguiſe of a Muſqueteer, was 

zed to that extremity, ſhe could hardly . 
brought to her {elf - . But convined by By 
perience, ſhe confeſt to. her Relation 

the fear ſhe had to loſe that lovely aj, 
whom ſhe. thought a Man, had feiz'd 
with thas violence, that to aſſure her elf of 
him, ſhe forced her {elf to declare. he $40 
robb'd: her of her Honour. St. Aubin. Co 
founded at the Adventure, inſtagrly be g 
them to: keep it ſecret,, relling them. how 
much. he was concern'd it-. ſhould: nor nay d p: 
cover'd ; and adding, he would reven- 
ged of them if they divu ged it.'- They were 
oblig'd to ſence by common. Intereſt, and 
the Muſqueteers marching away the'next day, 
St. Aubjr ſaw himſelf at liberty, and we 


rid of the Raileries and. Reproaches of his 


Hoſteſſes.. 


At 
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"At his return to Paris, heſiw Marmon, who 
long dFfor: Ais coming ; and-,to- pleaſe "him, 
ct.” Aubin made him a” faithful Relation/ of 
what he*#id ſeen ſince parting,” not forget- 

57 Hg ck | Circumſtance. of- what happen<- 

it MM 445 'Marniow took occaſion to 
vs veſt," that'she would ſave her 
th "r6 ome Fatigues; and appear in 

pblc to her Sex4 if She conld-not 


beings Fo a x at tlicy Hoſtel de 


» Dn; theBaroh of Quincy, who lodg- 
wit re! t Sciv'd arths mods account St. pf 
"5a. ga 7E of the Catipaign,” deſired to be ac- | 
, vainted* with him 3 anc having made ſome 
Drertiifes' for the purpoſe; . foandthe: Muſ- 
fo glad of i ein they became very 

& Friends. The "Parohy: little acquainted 
#ith the Wornten of 'Paris, went to a Flemiſh 

tie &s houſe,” who attended. a uit of Law 
thats: and preſentin ir, ak St. Aubin.to her, as a 


Perfor of lerit, ſpoke much to his/adyan- 
tage. + .*Fhits” ing  the-Marchionefs Je 
Belabre, "oth M *other [things ſuitable to 
$t:24ub/ar's god Meenreteived him yery kind- 
Br and * 2G the Barori thanks for. bringing 
him to her, 


> I The 
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The Lady was ſo pleagd with this fic 
Viſit, that St. Aubin return'd frequently thi- 
ther, ſometimes with the Baron, and often 
without him, much delighted with the Inge- 
nious Converſation of the Marchioneſs." "Theſe 
Viſits gave him opportunity of being, acquain=- 
ted. with two or thre: Gentlemen! of the! 
beſt Quality ; it was the time of the Carra- 
val, and one "night they deſfird the Marchio-: 
nels to. go to a Ball - She refus'd it at firſt 
asa thing improper for«one Lady to go a- 
long with three Men. One preſently told 
her $he [need 'only dreſs St.” Aubin in Maids! 
Habit, which could*not chuſeabut _— 
him well enough, being ſo pretty a Youth. 
This was ſo generally approv' d, that the Mar- 


cliioneſs preſently took: St: Aubin bythe hand, 
led him into her, Wardrobe, wherShhe gave 
him, 'a Maids Habit very fit for him, and 
went, out to give St, Aubin time to 'oreſs 


himſelf, and return'd'by and by to put him on a" 
Tour. This Dreſs appear'd ſo natural and 
agreeable to his Countenance and Stature, that 
the Marchioneſs ahd Gentlemen admir ir. 
They- went to {:veral Balls, and were very 
well received. They, were told there was one 
at Monſieur 'Stratbourg' S, where was very good 
Company : thither chey went, and found ſo 
great, a number of Perſons: of-Quality they 
could ſcarce get entrance. Monſieur' Stras- 
bourg, who had. heard talk” of the Marchio- 
neſs of Belabre, and was told it was he, re- 
- Ceived her with a great deal of Civility ; and 
ſeeing her Companion very handſome, he 


ſpoke to one of ane Company to take her 
; forth 


* Or, the Female Warrior. $t 
forth to-Dance, which' she did ſa* well, that 
the' Marchioneſs and her-Company were migh- 
tily  ſurpriz?d. Every one took .her' for a 
Flemxin, and made no further inquiry, The 
Baran of, H»goſſe being at. this Bal), remem- 
bred he" had :ſeen her at Bayorne-; and ba- 
ving taken a ſtrict view of her, knew her 
to be Madamoiſclle a Meyrac : He came to 
her, and Cotmplemented, telling her how glad 
he was to ſee her at. Pargs., As teady as her 
Wit was, fhe could not forbear bluſhing a lit- 
tle ; yet ſhe anſwer'd-cogfidently enough, ſhe 
underſtood not his meaning, and that he was 
certainly miſtaken. D' Az7offe begg'd her par- 
don; and retired. The Marchioneſs, and the 
Gentleman who Uſherd her, laugt*d at the Ad- 
venture,and were extremely well pleas'd at the 
good ſucceſs of St. Axbin's difgniſe. D* Angofſe 
perceiving they lavugh'det- his miſtake, and 
concern'd to find the truth, went down to in- 
caire for the Marchioneſſes Servants, and ha- 
ving found one of them, Pray*d him to let 
him: know the Gentlewomans. Name” who 
was with. his Lady.- The Fleming for anſwer 
laugh'd in.*his Face, and fo heartily, *twas 
long+1ec're he could. ſpeaks + Ar length he 
told him *twas a Boy in Maids. Habit. D? 
Angofſe returned to the Dancing-room, and 
making up cloſe to. that handſome Perſon, 
told him he had now - learnt what he was ; 
- but that all who faw him in that Habir, and 
| knew the Gentlewoman he had ſpoken to him 
of, would have certainly miſtaken him for 
her; and that if he were minded to divert 
himſelf, he might meet with many pleaſant 
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2dventnres, if he would go in that Habit t0 
ſome Ladies of Bearn, where he offer'd to 
conduct him, St. Aubin thank'd him, and ſaid 
verg coldly, he was not of an humour to 
deceive any Body. Preſently after the Bal 
ended; and all return'd. The Marchioneſ 
was ſo pleas'd with -this Nights Adventures, 
ſhe pray'd 'the Gentlemen, eſpecially St. Au- 
bin, to come again, and go on the like Fro- 
lick. But® Marmon having heard by one of 
his Country-men, that there was ſeen at a 
Ball a young Fleming, the very Picture of 
Chriſtina, -and that ever fince, two Gentle- 
men of. Bern, run with a? Angoſſe all over the 
Town, irom ene Ball to another, to_meect 
him; he went to his Ceuſin St. Aibiv's to car- 
ry him the news. 'St: Aubiz to difabuſe him, 
acquainted him with +all that paſs'd at Mon- 
fienur Strasoourg's ; and that he might hand- 


fmely Gdifingage himſelf from viſiting the! 


Marchioneſs, he feign'd himſelf fick. By thi 
gime Terr was come; and preparation - muſ: 
be made for the Campaign. The King 
notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſeaſon, ſet 
out. the fifth of April to Beſiege Conde, and 
th: Morrow after he arrivd in the Camp, 


the Trenches were epen'd. - Three days af-. 
ter the Muſqueteers were commanded to take 


a half-Moon, and behaved themſelves fo braye- 
ly, that having beat off the Enemy, they 
entred the Town, which was taken by Aſ- 
fault, and not by Compoſition, as many be- 
liev'd His Majefty's Clemency (who wais 
content to make the Troops he found in Gar- 
rifon Priſoners of War, without taking the 

| advantages 
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* Or, the Female Warriour. $3 
advantages of Victory againſt thoſe unfortue 
pate Pexfans who did their duty very well) 
rais'd that repert. St. Arbin and Marmos 
* ſignaliz*d themſelves in this. ſervice ; the for- 

mer received a flight wound in the Arm, 
c {nd Harmon had the good fortune to take 
« MWerifoner an /caliar Captain, whom ke ſciz'd * 
Wby his hair - And having been ſhot in the 
"WArm, he held him faſt with the other, and 
c Fbrought him to the King, who was at the 

Head of the "Trenches. His. Majeſty having 
commended the Action, prowped to. have a 

articular care of his, Fqrtune, and ordered 
» (MWthey ſhould be very careſul-of his Cure. 
The . morrow_all the wounded men were 
arried to_Fournay, and armon much-more 
oubled for his Couſins Wound than his 
own, had the ſatisfaQtion to ſee it was no: 
dangerous ; and St. Aubja told him he would 
not have gene to Forrnay but to take care of 
im, expreſfling extreme fſatisfaftion to have 
een an Eye-witneſs of his Valour 1n* this a- 
tion. AMarmen taking advantage of fo fa- 
7ourable ' an' occaſion, minded St. A»bin of 
; {W's promiſe to recompence his perſeverance 
f ſupported. by ſome _ glorious' action. Sr. 
' W4bi» without | giving him leave to finiſh, 
pray'd* him” only to have a care of being cu- 
ed as ſoon as..poſlible, aſſuring him he was 
ery ſenſible of: his misfortune, and had a very 

Treat eſteem for him, adding (for his com- 

ort) other very. obliging diſcourſe.  Afar- 
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0 was fo well pleaſed with it, thoſe that 
aw him ſaid he was viſibly much better - 
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34. ”. The Heroine  Muſquetrer : © i 
However it was his fate to die two days af- 


ter, as moſt of thoſe did who had been hurt 
at the Siege,, tho” their Woundsappeared not 


dangerous. St. Jubin who was almoſt well 


of his Wound was {© troubled for Marmen's 
Death, that he refslved to 'continue.in- the 
ſervice to avoid the reproaches of Marmos's 
Friends who knew St, Azxbin had ingaged 
him to. liſt himſelf a Soldier, and weuld cer- 
tainly lay the loſs of him to bis charge, The 
grief this put him to, occafion'd -by ſome. in- 
clination and a great. deal of eſteem and ac- 
knowledgment *e hed, for Marmon, retard: 
ded his cme and® *kept him long at. _Four- 
may. 

The Baron. of Ouincy having / Commiſſion 
to raiſe a Regiment of Horſe at Fot-way, met. 
St. Aubin at the Governours ; where he ſheyw- 
ed him a great deal of civility, and finding 
him ſomewbat nnwilling to' go again among 
the Muſquetcers becauſe of his Couſin's. 
Death, ofter'd him a Company. In his Regl- 
ment. St. Azbin accepted it, and aſſiſted the 


Colonel in making the! Levies, the Regiment 


was not Jong in railing ; the 'Baron wi for 
good  Reafons had lately quitted th ſervice 


of *pa;»,” having givea notice to the Officers of 


his Regiment in Garriſon at #fors, that he was 
raiſing a new one for the ſervice of France, and 
thoſe under his command when heſerved Spain, 
were {> ſaisfied with this perſon and con- 
dnt, that moſt of rhe Troops and ſereralof the 
Officers deſerted the Sparidyd to meet their Co. 
lone! at. Fowrnay, This Regiment being com- 
poſed of Men of l hat Country, who were better 
7 "net Weqpainy 
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acquainted than ſtrangers with the Roads, 
was frequently TOI upon Parties : they 
acquitted themſelves ſo well; that they never 


fail'd 'of certain News of the Enemy upon 


- occaſion, St. Aubin always ambitious of Glory, 


having had good ſucceſs in two or three Par- 
ties, never fail'd to make one among them 
though he were not commanded. The Spa- 
niards vyext at the advantages daily gain'd by 


- the French Parties, eſpecially thoſe of Q;z- 


cy$s, Regiment, that the Goyerhour of Yalen- 


6iermes had order to lay "an ,ambuſcade for 
them; and did it fo effeQtually, that of a 


party of thirty nine Troopers commanded 
by a Lieutenant, twenty two were taken, and 


"the Teſt kilPd or fled. St. Aubiz who ſerv'd 


there as a Volunteer was one of the Priſoners : 
they were all carried to the Army, where 
the Dake De Yills Hermoſa who was gone to 
Bruſſels had left the Marqueſs a? Ofzyras general 
of the Artillery Commander in chief in his 
abſence. The Marqueſs 'catled a Council of 
War, to adviſe what ſhould be done to the 
Priſoners, ſeveral of which, and particularly 
the Lieutenant, who commanded them were 


known, to be deſerters. It was reſolved the 


Troopers (on condition they would ſerve. 
S:4in again) thould be pardoned, as having 


| been debauch'd by their Officers. But as for 


- 


the Officers, © for terrour to others, they 
were all condemned to be hang'd as Deſerters. 
St. Aubin, though not taken in that quali- 
ty, was carried away as involved in the con- 
demnation, the Troopers having declared he 
fficer - The Councit being broke 
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up, they ſent a Confeſſor to every one of 
the condemn?d. St. Aubin was frighted at the 
Horror of {o ſhameful a Death, and to e- 
ſcape it, was upon the. Point ob declaring 
who he was : ; yet he could. not find in his 
heart to expoſe himſelf to be laught- at by 
.the whole Arniy, his modeſty prevailing over 
his fear ; he prepar'd for Death with an he- 
roick Courage. The Army was drawn up in 
' Battalia, and theſe unfortunate Priſoners were | 
brought to the Gibber : The Lieutenant be- 
ing hang'd, St.” 4bin frightned at the ap- 
prehenſion of ſo infamous a Death, deſired 
to ſpeak with the General, who to give re- 
putation to ſo exemplary a | Puniſhment cqun- 
tenanced it with his preſence. The Marqueſs 
approached him, and ſurpriz'd at the good 
meen of the Criminal, whoſe face he thought 
himſelf not altogethet a ſtranger to, he heard - 
him with compaſſion. St. Aubin fo clearly 
wade out the injuſtice they would have done | 
him, by violating the Law of War in. his 
Perſon, who had never been in the ſerYice 
of Spain, that the Officers fearful of like u- 
ſage, if taken by the French began te mur- 
mur. The Marqueſs perceiving it, and un- 
willing a mutiny $hould rob him of the glo- 
ry of ſaving St. Aubin, haften'd the ſetting 
him art liberty. 

The Army was To ſatisfied with this piece 
of Juſtice, ſcarce any Officer of Note but 
waited on the Marqueſs to give him thanks: 
And as we uſually love thoſe we' have obli- 

ed, the General was ſo pleas'd with his ſaving 
J : oi that he took him LO his a” 
all 
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5nd finding he had all Accomplishments of 
a Perſon of Quality, he kept him in his Houſe, 
and treated him with all the kindneſs and e- 
ſteem he could have shew'd the beſt of his 
Friends. The Marqueſs being the ſanie who 
had been in Love with Chriſtina at ' Saragoſa, 
was ſo chang'd ſince that time , and fo diſ- 
guizd by his great Spaniſh Muſtaches, that 
S. Aubiu at preſent knew nc more of him but 
the Name:; But afterwards -having recolleced - 
himſelf, he found his Deliverer was the ſame 
who. had been his Ancient Comrade, and firſt 
Lover. He was ſo pleagd to owe his life 
to this INluſtrious Marqueſs , that he reſolv'd- 
to ſtick to him, and forbear writing , to unde- 
ceive his Friends who had heard he was dead. . 
The Marqueſs alſo remembring S. Aubin had 
much'of the Air of Chriſtina, and asking if he 
were not related to her, for fear of. being 
diſcover'd, he confeſt-he was his B:other. 


The Marqueſs imbrac'd him, and with a deep 


ſigh ſaid, he could never ' forget his Siſter, 
though ſhe had given him cauſe enough, in 
making the Letter he had written to her a 
Sacrifice to her Husband ; and that he could 
never haye reſolyed with himſelf to love a- 
ny other, till he had heard of her Marriage. 

The memory of Chr:/tina, the merit of St. 


Aubin, and particularly his ſpeaking Sparjſh ſo 


well, procur'd him every day new marks of 
the generoſity of the Marqueſs. The Generals 


_ Joon after marched towards Bruſſels, and the 


Marqueſs D? Ofeyre,being in Love with the 


| Counteſs of Benavidez, a young Spaniſh Lady 
_Few)y arriy'$ with her Husband in Flanders, 


went 
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went frequently to her Honſe, and - would 
oblige her by bringing her a French Gentleman 
who was excellent Company, and a great Ma- 
ſer of the Spaniſh Tongue. I he Counteſs, who 
ſeldom ſaw any French, was ſo pleas'd with the 
Novelty and handſom Meea of the Gentleman 
thet ſhe received him very kindly; and” having 
told - him ſhe was extremely deſirous to learn - 
a little French, and'S. Aubin having as frankly 
offer?d to teach it her, ſhe pray'd him to come 
to her every day at an hour. The' Marqueſs 
| making no doubt but S. Abin might be very 
ſerviceable to him in his. Amonr, . made him 
acquainted with it, and conjur'd him to do 
him this piece of ſervice with all the zeal and 
diligence in his power, in confidence he would 
be extremely ſenſible of the obligation, This 
' was enough for S. Aubiz,who beſides the tye of 
gratitude he was under, felt in himſelf a vio- 
Jent inclination to undertake for his Friend the 
molt difficult Enterprize. In the mean time, 
te thonght he had ſeen the Counteſs before ; 
but not daring to truſt his Eyes, ncr- relye on 
her Teſtimony, he ask'd an old Chamber Maid 
- if her Miſtreſs had ever been at Sarxpoſa : 
When ſhe anſwer'd the Counteſs was \ Eo 
there, and that ſhe was the Daughter of Don 
Franciſco Cortez, S. Aubin was. Convinc'd he 
was not miſtaken, when he: took her for 
Zeraphine, his good” Friend, and "pretended 
Miſtreſs, in the Convent of Ur/aulme's. The 
. Counteſs too, ſhe thought ſhe had Teen a Per- 
{on that had the Air of $hat' Gentleman, but 
Not being ſure bf it, she never ſpoke to him 
of it ; Belides, ſhe was ſo taken with him, $he 
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would have been troubled had she found: oyt 
her miſtake. The Paſſion of . the Marqueſy 
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increaſed daily ; it rejoyced his heart to_ ſee 
S. Aubin Treturn'd to bring him News. of his 
Scholar ; and when he perceived him high in 
her favour, he declar'd to! him the violence 
of his Paſſion, -and Intreated him. to impioy 
for his advantage the Credit he had . with 

her. St, Aubin, who was deadly afraid of the 
Progreſs of this Paſſion,” did all he could- to 
divert his Friend ' from it, giving him ' very 
clear Reaſons how improbable it was to gain 
the affe&ions of a Lady, who had to her 
Husband ſo lovely and handſome a Gentle- 
man as, the Count Benavidez, and lov'd him _ 
intirely. But the difficulties he endeayour-. 

ed to repreſent to the. Marqueſs, proved but; 
Oyl to his Flames, and St. Axb:# could not 
avoid - promiſing him alt the ſervice that lay 
in his power - But the endeavours he u&din 
favour of his Friend; produced a contrary 


. "effe@ ; for the young Counteſs haying ſtrong 


inclinations for St. Aubin, found her Paſſion . 
increaſe by his frequent Viſits : This ſet her 
mind a roving, and ſhe took that pleaſure 
to look: upon him'as he tavght her Leſ- 
ſons, that ſhe was a whole -Week learning 
the Verb Arzer, id Love, And making 'as if 
ſhe thovghr it a very pretty word, but bard 
to be remembred, ſhe ſpent ſeveral hours in 
making, her Maſter repeat the firſt Perſon of 
it, 1 Love. She affeQted this repetition fo. of- 
ten, that St; Abix believ'd She-loved him in 
good earneſt, and reſolved to apply himſelf 
£0. pleaſe her, to preyent her my 
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the Paſſion of the Marquefs; and incline him 
£0 quitit, by letting him ſee she could Tove a- 
nother. Fortune ' afforded him an occaſion, 
which contributed very much to heighten 
the Paſſion of the Counteſs, and the good O- 
Pinion $he already had of her Maſter. _ One 
of the Countefles Women being grievouſlly 
tormented with the Tooth-ach, and fancy- 
Ing all ſtrangers skilful in one Myſtery or o- 
ther, applied her ſelf 'to St. Aubin, and with 
incredible confidence, and a moſt afſired 
Faith, pray'd remedy. from him, He pre-. 
ſently anſwer?'d,' he could-infallibly cure her : 
And having” touch'd the aking Tooth with 
his Fingers end, and ſaid two or three bar-_ 
barous Words, whether this Maid was curd 
by conceit, or that her pain naturally ceaſed, 
She came to give him thanks for having 
wrought her Cure. The Counteſs wondring 
at the quick Effet of the remedy he had 
usd, took that occaſion to commend him 
who had apply'd it, who having the know- 


ma of {ſuch conſiderable ſecrets concealed 


with” ſo much modeſty. S. Aubin taking ad=: 
vantage of her Credulity, told her, he knew 
many ſecrets far more conſiderable ; and that 
by looking on ones_hand, heccould tell all 


that Should happen to that perſon : Women 
- are naturally curious. | This Lady adding im- 


patience'to her curioſity, pray*d him inftant- 
ly to look 1n her hand, and tell her what he 
knew by It. St. Aubin, without further in- 
rreatyyi fixt his eye upon It, and having long 


| been this Ladies Confident in Spain, and 


known her privatſt inclinations, he cally 
+ EAT L019 


told her an infinite number of things that ap- 


pear'd admirable to her, by his giving her ait 


account of the particulars of ſeveral Adven- 


tures of her life ; and above all, how vhe had 
been in danger of punishment for a Crime $he 
had not committed, and of being buried alive as * 


a Proſtitute Veſtal. T he Counteſs was extream- 
ly ſurpriz'd at every word he faid z and when 
he had done ſpeaking, $he confeſt all he had 
ſaid was very true. This was not ſufficient to 
ſatisfie her curioſity ; .$he had no ſooner heard 
what was paft, but she was 'willing to know 
what was\to come, and conjur'd him with that 
earneſtneſ3 to tell her what should befal her, 
that he. was obliged to promiſe the doing it 
' another day, praying her- to allow him a 
little time to, think: on't: But upon conditi- 
on She Should keep it private without ſpeak- 
ing a word of it, for he had-no mind to'be ta- 
ken for. a man that medled in ſuch matter$. 


. Things being thus agreed, he preſently with- 


drew, and $bortly after went into the Mar- 
_ queſlſes Chamber, where he found him. buſie 
writing a Letter to the Counteſs, which he 
pray'd St. Aubiz to read, and tell him what he 
thought of it... It was-in, Spaniſh, but ſo well 
expreſt, it is impoſſible to tranſlate it, with- 
. out loſing much of the Beauty and Energy of 
the Original. Let it ſuffice, that we know 
'twas well writ, and that the Marqueſs wouJd 
have put it. vpon his Friend to deliver it. St. 
Aubin, thongh very loath to undertake it, 
could not refuſe him, but repreſented ſo dex- 
tronſly the inconveniences that would at- 
tend his preſenting it, and made the Mar- 

queſs 
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C7 : The. Heroige Muſqueteer : 
queſs. ſo ſenſible how fearful he was it would 


too much diſcover his being ingag'd in his fa- 
your, and deprive him. of the means to do him 
more conſiderable ſervices, that the Marqueſs 


' Was convinc'd, and found” another .expedient 
' for conveying, "the Letter to his Miſtre! S,. who 


thought the time long while St. Aubin return- 
ed, . not only for the pleaſure she.taok in his 
Company, but the paſſionate deſire: She had:to 
know ber Fortune; St. Azbin came at the u- 
ſual / hour to teach;her; her Leſſon, but before 
She would fall to it, her-Curioſfity muſt be ſa- 
tisfied. St, 4ubin was Prepar'd what to, fay, 
and being concern'd, to diyert her front en- 


tertaining kind thoughts for the 'Marquels, 


he. reſolved to diſſwade ber from loving him, 

upon pretence the Stars were again{k It 2, And 
having aſſared her of very high Fortune, and 
Honovrs proportionable, he told her the Pli- 
nets threatned her with a misfortune of being 
twice ſuſpeted to hold ſcandalous Correſpons 
dence.and that the ſuſpicion would be ſo ſtrong, 
$he should be in danger of her life, but that 
She ſhould at laſt appear Innocent, "and more 
glorious for her ſufferings : But are you fure 
ſays the Counteſs, 1 shall not. loſe my lite? 

Mine for yours, Madam,” anſwers St. Aabim ;; 

and [ obſerve you have Uready eſcaped one 
cf your dangers, and I ſee: nothing can-di- 
ſturb your happineſs but the like influence of 
your Planet that threztens you at preſent, 

This ſignifies, as the Rules of my Art -tells 


ms, hes a Perſon of Quality of your Country 


Shall be in Lovewith you; and deextraordinary 
things to pleaſe you, 2 and make you _ 
O 


; 
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of his Paſſion ; and if 'he prevails, you are to 
expect a. long Train of misfortunes and diſa- 


ſters. The Counteſs judzing of what he ſaid 


should happen, by . what she had- heard him 
ſay of what was paſt, never doubted the 
truth of his -Prediftion, and reſvlved never 
to Love Spaniard but her Hnsband. Two days 
after, the Marqueſs having found a means to 
haye his Letter delivered, was not a little 
ſurprized to ſee She had ſent it back, without 


- having read it, but expreſt great indignati- 


on for his boldneſs. You cannot imagine how 
much'the Marqueſs was troubled at the ill 
Fortune of his Letter ; and not knowing what 
other comfort to haye, went. in. ſearch of 
his Friend to make his complaint to him, -and 
deſire his advice, S. Axbjn glad at Yeart for 
the good iſſue of the Game he had plaid, bid 
him not be difcourag'd : And to let. him ſee 
how much he was concern'd for him, he of- 
fered to make the Counteſs and him very good 
Friends again. The poor diſtreſſed Marqueſs 


- was ſo pleas'd with the thoughts of the pro- 


mid Accommodation, that St. 4ubin to ob- 
lige him went to-the Counteſs, and prayed 


| her to, be reconciPd, and receive him into fa- 


your, affuring her, that the Billet she fanci- 
ed fo Criminal, contained only four Verſes. 
'Tis | eafie for thoſe who are beloved, to 
perſwade ; the Counteſs,” who had paſſionate 
kindneſs for St. Aubin, granted his requeſt : 
And to give him a fresh inſtance of her 
Complaiſance, She promisd to admit of his 
Friends Excuſes, as $he very well might, be- 


ing really not much offended with him; The 


Marqueſs 
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Marqueſs made ſeveral ſorry Excuſes, which 
paſt tor good ; but the diſorder he 'appear'd 
in, gave the Counteſs a clearer account of 
what was written in the Billet, than the read- 
ing of 'it would have done : And had ſhe not 
been too much poſſeſt with the fear of S. Au- 
bin's Prediftions, ſhe had managed this Afﬀair 
tobetter advantage : But her fear made her 
ſtand upon her Guard, and avoid all occaſions 
of _ found alone with the Marqueſs,” or 
iving him opportunity to acquaint her with 
is Paſſions St. Aubin appear'd every day more 
lovely than other,and ſhe made diſcovery of ſo 
many good qualities in him, that ſhe could: not 
- forbear praiſing him in her Husbands'preſence; 
who having obſerved the pleaſure his Wife 
took inpeaking of him, and ſometimes yery 
little to the purpoſe, and oftner far than ſhe 
was aware of, he began to ſuſpect - And ha- 
ving watch'd the Counteſs more narrowly, he 
found this ſtranger, under pretence of teach- 
ing his Wife French, was grown very fami- 
liar with her. Jealonfie made the moſt Inno» 
cent Actions appear Criminal, and the Count 


reſoly'd to break off their Acquaintance : But . 


having liv*d very lovingly with his Wife, he 
was unwilling to expreſs his Reſentments, but 


took a time to tell her, that though he had a - 


good opinion of her Condutt, he feared the 
Spaniſh Ladies would not think well of it: 
And ſince she had a -mind to'learn French, 
*twere better for her to take a French Woman 
into her Family. The Countels was extremely 
diſpleagd at the adyice, though she made as 
if ſhe approved it ; but though ſhe promis'd 
| to 
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to follow it, ſhe continued taking. her Leſ- 
ſons from St. Aubin, telling the Count, *twas 
only . that ſhe might not forget what ſhe had 
learnt, while ſhe conld provide her felf of a 
Maid. . It went againſt the Heart of her to 
part with a Maſter that:pleag'd her ſo well; 

| and hecayſe she was under a neceſſity to obey, 
she reſolved to make uſe of her time. As ſoon 


as St. Anbin- teturn'd to her, she acquainted. 


him with the Jealouſie of the Count her Hus- 
band, and that she had never given him cauſe 
to ſuſpect her Conduct... Her duty, fortified 
by a ſtrong inclidation for bim, having al- 
ways made her abhor all vofaithfulneſs to him: 
Yet $he never thovght to have found her re- 


ſolutions © ineffectua}, but;she' ſaw her ſelf 


unger the neceffity of- yielding to ar incli- 


nation involuntary and long;check'd, but in 
vain, St. Azbin relying on the modeſty. of 


the Lady, thought it the duty of a Civil 
Gentleman. to take advantage of her diforder, 


by preſſing her a little faintly :- But be found © 


her ſo unexpeRedly coming: and: kind, that 
he ſmarted for the ſmall advances he made; 

and ſaw he muſt uſe clearer. and more paſſio- 
nate Expreffions.- And as the Lady tnwilling: 
her Compliance $hovld be wholly uſzleſs, and 
thrown away upon him, reproached him. with 
ngratitude-for the favour She had shewed him. 


The Count haying beard all behind a Hang- 
ing, came forth with his Poiniard in his hand - 
to: ſtab his Wife, if St. Aubin with laying 


his hand on his Sword had not hindred hiar 
by a vigorous reſi ſtance and ſceing the 


Count ready to yo call in his Servants to 
F his 
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his Aid, choſe 'rather to hazard the diſco. 
very of his Sex, than expoſe that unfor- 
tunate Lady to fo many inconveniences, and 
kimſelf to ruin. He pray'd him- (before he 
would make any more noiſe, 'or call in his 
People ) to have the patience to hear him 
a. moment : And 'to convince him he had 
ſomething conſiderable to ſay to him, he 
laid his Sword-ar his feet, and himſelf at his 
_ diſcretion, "Fhe ' Generous Spaniard ſeeing 
his Eenmy difarm'd, became more traQable, 
and permitted him: to ſpeak. St. Amubin told 
him, it was for the Counteſles Intereſt and his, 
the Count should be undeceiv*d, by the diſco- 
very of a ſecret he had reſolved to conceal all 
his Life, With that St. Aubin declared him- 
ſelito be a Woman : and that in Spain unfer 
her true Name Chriſtina, She was intimate- 
Fy acquainted- . with the Counteſs, and her 
very/ good Friend'; that fince that, a wio- 
ent paſſion for Arms had engaged her in the 
Kings ſervice: in the Wars, which was ſo 
agrecable to her inclination, that she hop'd he 
was too Generous to (tſcover the ſecret she 
acquainted him with, when $he - had decla- 
red to. him. the conſequence'of it. The 
Count -could” hardly be ſatisfied ' with the 
bare words of Chri/tina ; but: his Lady up- 
on hearing the: ſtory, and' Name! of - Chri- 
fiina, having recovered her Spirits, and 'ta- 
king adyarcage of her Husbands diſorder, 
periſwaded tim $he very well ' knew who 
Chriſt ina was ; and having reproached- him-for 
the j1] Opinion he had of her Condn@;, ſhe took 
her turn to Tun Iato paſſion {and her anger 
: | which 
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which her 'Husband thought real; and ſever? 
other Circumſtances a/great deal more true, <* 
ſpecially the relation of what paſsd in th© 
Convent,put an end toall his ſuſpicions, He beg- 
gd his Wives pardon, and thought, in-favour 
of her .chaſtity,he remembr'd ſeveral particulars 
he Lad never heard of. He went out, to give 
them time to come to themſelves again, our. of 
the fear be had put;them in, The Counteſs'being 
recovered of the fright ſhe had been 1} for her 
Gallant, :andcher ſelf, continued a while under 
a grievous  Confahon 'to find her ſelf decei- 


- ved: However she-expreſt her ſelf very joyful 


to ſee her old Erjend; but not without reproach- 
ing her ; [far that-by concealing her Name, 
She had -expos'd her--t5 weaknelies, no other 
ia the: World could -have -made; her: fall in- 
T0. St. Aubin was ſo.perpiext, he knew not 
yhat toauſruer. The Marqueſs, in the mean 
time, not. aþie! to Maſter his. Paſſion tor the 
Coumteſs ,; whom he hop'd tor; work': upon 
by ; his , perſeverance, and the: aſſiſtance. of 
his Friend, ;had; by; this. |. ibefalities gain- 


ed 'one. of her Women, -who [gave him-an 


2cconnt of | all: that paſt in the Houſe: And 
having: obſerved-;St.-Aubin uſing his Miſtreſs 
with ia familiatity unfir; for any other .Per- 
ſon, $he thougheiit mizht. be! an acceptable 
ſervice to the;Marqueſs, if; $he watch'd them 
more narrowly. St. Aubin coming one day 
to the Gounteſſes. before she was up, was 
ſent for into; ker Chamber, and: made fit on 


her Bed ;: and'that they might diſcourſe more 


freely, the Counteſs bid her Maids quit the 
Room; This liberty; though' ordinary in 
| 2 Frances 
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France, appear'd to the Marqueſſes Penſioner 
ſo Criminal in a Spanifh Lady, that ſhe thought 
he wonld be very well plea&d to know ir, 
and went inſtantly to tell it him. The Mar. 
queſs, no leſs Jealous than Amorovs, was fo 
{urpriz'd at the ſtory, he was vext at the 
heart : and his Jealouſie perſwading. him 
more than he had heard, he refolved to be 
revenged upon his Trayterous Friend for 
all the ill vſage he had received from his 
Miſtreſs, not doubting but he had contri- 
buted a great deal to it. A ſecret inclina- 
tion, he knew not the cauſe of, but attribu- 
ted to the remains of Reſpet and Kindneſs 
he ſtill had for the Brother of a Perſon. he 
had lov'd' aboye any, render'd his reſolu- 
tions uncertain and ineffeftual., Yet eal- 
ling to mind how he had oblig'd him, and 
made him his Confident, and that Sr. Aubin 
had upon his word engaged. to do him the 
beſt ſervice he could with the Counteſs, he 
thought no Reſentment too ſevere for a Tray- 
tor. But not finding 1a his heart to violate 
the Law of Nations, by taking a revenge un- 
worthy his Quality and Honour, he reſolved 
to fight him fairly, in hopes to diſarm him 
and without further puniſhment, than to re- 
proach him with his ingratitude; Having 
mer him an hovr after, 'he fell npon him 
briskly, without making. any werds. St. Au- 
biz defended himſelf, but as | a” Man who 
wovld only ward off the blows of his Ad- 
verſary, without doing him hit. The Mar- 
queſs making at him, with deſign to ſeize his 
Sword, dangerouſly w rounded him. Upon that 

| | they 
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they were parted, and the Count Benavidez 
coming in, order'd St. Aubiz to be carried 
home to his Houſe ; and fearing bis Wound 
more dangerous than it prov'd, he could not 
forbear ſending for the Marqueſs, and tel- 
ling him the Name and Sex of the Perſon whoſe 
life he had indanger'd. 
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PART I. 


Ever was Man fo aftoniſhed as 
the Marqueſs 4 Offeyra, when he 
found he had wounded his Mi- 
ſtreſs the ſame moment, and 
with the ſame Weapon he 

7 he had taken: Revenge of his Ri- 

yal. The Connt de Benavidez, gave him an 

account of all that had happen'd, when he 
ſurpriz'd (the ſuppog'd) St. Aubin with his La- | 
dy, and an. of the diſcoveries he fan- 
fied he had made of the Intelligence between 
them : The Relation was ſo ſurpriſing, and 
the Circumſtances ſo extraordinary, the Mar- - 
queſs was ſo confounded, and under ſo ſtrong 

a Convulſion of different Paſſions, that what 
with fear, what with grief, he was Monte for 
ſome time, and appear'd like a Statve with- 
out Senſe or Motion 3 But the Paſſion ws 

ha 
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Had had for Chriſtina prevailing over the reſt, 
and reproaching him ſecretly with having 
deſtroyed her, he prayed- the Count -to- © 
inſtantly learn what news of her wound -; 
the diſorder he was in, being ſo great, he had 
not the confidence to. vilit her ; but he fol- 
lowed the Count, though he ſcarce knew what 
he did. At the news of the, -Rencounter, ſe- 
yeral of his Friends flock?d to the Marqueſs; 
ſome of the Commanders were ſo imperti- 
nently officious, they would needs ſtop him 
from going any-further, to fave him 
tronble of ſeeing his Enemy the ſecond, time 
But the return he made their miſtaken Civi- 
lity, was ſo unexpeQedly untoward, his beſt 
Friends, not knowing, the motions of his 
he-rt, were highly offended at it. They 
vere all amazed to ſee him ſo troubled and 
not one could imagine what reaſon he ſhould 
have to £0 to th e Countof Benavidez.s; 
he knew they had carried his Ener 
En. The \iarqueſs was not inclin'd to yio- 
lent CONries, yet they apprehended he might 
uſe his Authority ro. ruin the upjorrunges 
Per fn that fo publickly ingagd him. 
Colovel, his Friend was: ſo officions, ts 
© prevent a miſchief he' dreaded ſo much, 
be wer him by the way, and intreated fim 
to go no further, aſſuring him St, Aubin was 
fo deſperattly iN, he could not live an hour 
longer, This w 25 the Critical moment the 
Marqueſs really needed the aſſiſtance of - his 
Friends, and had they noc hindred him, he 
had certainly ſtabb'd _ himſelf. The, Count 
ae Benavidez,, mindtull of the diſorder he lf 
et 
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jeft him in, returned as haſtily as he 'could 
to let him know Sr. A4ubiz's wound was not 
dangerous: But the Marqueſs, -who bezan 
to relapſe into the extremity: of his firſt Paſe 
fion for Chriſtina, was ſo tally prepoſſeſt 
with the diſcourſe of the Colnne]), that he 
thought the Count did out of kindneſs con- 
ceal the danger St. Aubin was in, ard was 
loth to telt him News he knew wonld grieve 
him. * This made the Marqueſs reſolve per- 
ſonally to viſit St. Aubin in his Chamber ; 
and he had certainly done it, had not the 
Count diverted him, by reprefenting the 
inconveniences might attend the ſarprize and 
diſcoveries their. firſt Enterview would oc- 
caſion before ſo many perſons who were of 
his Retinue, and then bore him Company. 
The Marqueſs yielded to the perſwaſions of 
his Friend, bur not till the Chirurgeon had af- 
ſured him the wound he thought ſo dangerous 
would be cur'd in a ſhort time. The Marqueſs 
could not forbear telling the Chyrurg on his 
Life ſhould anſwer for St. Aabirs'; and ſwore to 
him, that if he died , he ſhould be concern- 

ed to make ready to follow him preſently 
into another World. This being paſt, they 

brought the Marqueſs home, where he was 

viſited by all the Perſons of Quality in the 

Court at Bruſſels, who complemented him for 

his pretended advantage - Some carried on 

the Complement ſo far, that they blamed 

him for the trouble he was in, having ſo 

great reaſon to be ſatisfied with the advan- 

tage he had gained over one of the braveſt 

Men of France, He was ſo tir'd with theſe 

FP | trouble- 
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troubleſome Civilities, that to be rid of them, 
he was forc'd to give order to his Porter to 
fay, he was not to be ſpoke with, The 
Count de Beravidez loth to leave him under 
much vexation, ſtatd with him, in hopes 
by his Company to eaſe him a little of the 
Tyraany of his Paſſions. As ſoon as they 
were alone, thz Marqueſs conjur'd him, to 
tel} him truly what he _—_— of Chriſtina's 
Wound : The Count aſſur'd him it was ve- 
ry flight ; and to pleaſure him, offer'd to pre» 
pare Chriſtina to receive his Viſit that night. 
This offer comforted the Marqueſs, and the 
Count had no ſooner made it, but he was 
forced to 'go home to find means to ſatisfie 
the impatience of his Friend, Ar his return 
he found his Wife was gone to: Chriſtina's 


Chamber, and he took the advantage of it. 
to zive her a Viſit: When he had expreſt the 


tr0:ble he was under for her misfortune, he 
a{tared her the Marqueſs was almoſt diſtra@- 
ed at it, and begg'd her permiſſion to throw 
hinſelf at her feet. . Chriſtina thinking the 
Marqueſs ſtil] rovk her for St. Awbin, not 
k19wing. the Count had told him all, was 
extreamly farpriz'd at tie News; and an- 
Frering, ſhe paſſionately deſir'd to juſtifie her 
felt, an iet the Marqueſs know ſhe was 1n- 
capable of betraying ſo generous a Friend 
who h34 ſo highly oblig'd her. The Count 
haſte] away to carry his Friend the good 
Mevs, and ſhortly after both entred the 
Crrmber where Chriſtina lay, who taking up- 
on her to be St. Aubin, aſurd the Marqueſs 

he could never haye been ſatisfied with him- 


ſat 
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ſelf for being ſo unfortunate as to have dif- | 
obliged him, had not the Counts Relation, 
and the generous Viſit he was pleas'd per- 
ſonally to' make him, given bÞtm reaſonable 
hopes he was fatisfied of his Innocence. The 
kind Marquefs, as if he had forgot Chriſtina 
had ever been St. Aubin, anſwered in terms 
full of tranſport and tenderneſs, praying her 
to change her Language, and quite rid her 
ſelf of that unfortunate Name of St. Aubin, 
that had ſo vnhappily occaſioned his miſtake, 
and ingag'd him blindly to attack a Life a 
thouſand times dearer to him than his own.: 
He continned the diſcourſe with ſo much Paſ- 
ſion-and Kindneſs, that Chriff;na finding it 1m= 
poſſible to keep him longer in Errcr, gave 
free vent to her tears, perhaps for Joy ſhe 
found him ſo conſtant : However, ſhe pre- 
tended her ſelf angry with the Count for 
having broken his worU in difcovering her 
tothe Marqueſs. The Marqueſs then telling 
her how much he long'd ro know what had be- 
fallen her ſince ſhe Iefr Spain, the Counteſs 
having obſerv'd how much he was concern- 
ed for Chriſtina, ſaved her the trouble of the 
Relation, and gave the Marqueſs a compleat 
Relation of all the Adventures Chriftiva had 
acquainted her with. The loving Marquels. 
who thought all along Ch:ifina was Married, 
but hearing no ſach matter in all the Re- 
lation, was extremely impatic-t to know the 
truth of that particular. Put the Connt hae 
virg bethovght himſelf that lonper difcenrie 
might incommode tie Sick Party, told his 
| Frien 
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Friend of it, and prevail'd with him to with- 
Uraw. 


Chriſtina, that he call'd to mind the ſiaileſt 
circumſtances of his firſt paſlion.; and not able 
to comprehend how ſhe had left her Hus- 
band, his Love made him wiſh heartily he 
might find ſhe had not been Marricd. _ He 
could not give over muſing of his former 
Amour; at length he remembred, that the 


Perſon; he had imploy'd to carry his Letter, 


and told .him ſhe was Married, was: a Ser- 
geant in a Spaniſh Regiment in Garriſon at 


Valencennes :; He preſently diſpatch'd a_Meſ-, 


ſenger to bring -him to him in all haſte *- The 
Sergeant being arrived betimes the next morn- 
ing, the Marqueſs lacked him up with him- 
felf in his Chamber, and with horrihle threats 
charged him to declare truly why he, had 
deceived him, and what reaſon, be had:.to 
roll him his Miſtreſs was Marr ied, whoreas 
I: was newly informed by a French Prifos 

. ſhe .never: had been ſo. The, Mag 
= ſo aſtoniſh'd at, the Marqueſſes Mena- 
ces, and þbetray'd by his own Conſcience, that 
he ſtood for a. while mate as a Fiſh - . But 
being preſs'd to tell the. Troth, he. fell, at 
kis f2er, and confeſt he had been forced'by 
the Marchioneſs. his Mother to.tell him: that, 
Lye. The Marqueſs not deſiring to knowa- 
ny more, ſent back the Sergeant ; and:not 
doubting but Chriſtina had been always faith- 
ful ro him, he reſolved to love her as long 
as he liv'd. A Servaat he had ſent to G__— 
O 


The Marqueſs was ſo full of the Idea of | 
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of her health, brought him word ſhe was 
much better: With that he went preſently 
to' ker, and"entred her Chamber. the mo- 
ment they were going to blood ther : But 
the 'Chyrvrgibn 'remembring how terribly 
the Marqueſs h2d''threatned him the day be- 
fore, was ſo Uiſorder'd at the fight of him, 
' that he miſgd the Vein twice ; ſo that they 
were forc'd to pray the Marqueſs to with- 
draw,. and ſent for another Chirurgeon, who 
had a better heart, and did the buſineſs, . As 
great care as Was taken to conceal Chriſt;- 
nas Sex, her Combar with the Marqueſs was 
become the Diſcourſe of- the Town, and the ' 
hioiſe of her Adventures had inſpir'd into all 
a curioſity about her : Every one ſpoke of 
her according to his' Humour : The 'Publick 
is never ſatisfied with the bare truth of things, 
and' you may believe ſo many circumſtances 
added to the diſadvantage of the Counteſs. 
in the ſfory' of Chri/fiza, that coming, to her 
Husband's Ear; he'could nor forbear expreſ- 
ſmg to her his Reſentment, and in very harſh, 
terms. The'Cobnteſs having already enter- 
tained” a' ſecret® Jealouſie apainſt © Chriſtina,. 
and perceiving herſelf the Cully of all this 
Intrigue,” was vext at the heart to fee Her 
Mf robb'd 'of© her' Gallant and at the. 
ſame _time_ in diſguſt 'with' her Hnsband.” 
This made her refolre' to endeavour making. 
ſvre-of the Marqueſs, being ſatisfied, © that 
Guilty 'vr 'fittnb&&nr;* ſhe 'ſhot!d be equally O-' 
dions to, her "Husband, having the misfor- 
tone to be-already ſuſpeted' by him. The 
deſign was ſcarce fram'd into her mind, but. 
ws the 
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the Marqueſs entred her Chamber, intreating 
her, that ſince he could . not with decency 
viſit Chriſtina alone any longer ,. ſhe would 
favour. him with her” Company to Chriſtina's 
Chamber. The Counteſs received him with 
more kindneſs than ordinary; and the Mar- 
queſs ſenſible what adyantage it might be 
to him .to have her his Friend to do Him 
good Offices with Chriſtina, laid hold on the 
occaſion, and anſwerd her Civility ſo very 
obligingly, it gave her great ſatisfation. | 

As ſoon as Chriſtina began to be ſomewhat 
better, ſhe was viſited by all the Perſons of Qna- 
. ity in the Court at Brzfels, Curioſity moving 
ſeveral to ſee her, who had na other. reaſon 
to performthat reſpeft. Her illneſs made her 
look much thinner than ordinary, but_ her 
Complexion had mended npon't, her long 
lyinga bed having recovered the delicate white 
and red of her face, which the ſervice of 
War bad wiſerably tann'd. Sheappeard very 
charming in very plain habit 5 andthe Gentle- 
men of the Court expreſt fo much eitcem for 
her., that it contributed very much to. her. 
cure, It may be ſaid to the praiſe of the Spaniſþ 
Gentry, that they are the greateſt Gallants 
of any in Europe 3 and in menage of Intrigues, 
and. carrying on the ſubtilties of neat. and 
delicate Gallantry, excced. the French, who 
value themſeives ſo much vpon it. They 
have. the Sex in ſo great Veneration, that 
to praiſe their Miftrefſes, they. ſeldom ſcru-; 
ple, ro run into profanenefs : $2 that it will. 
not-appear ſtrange, that the. miſerable con- 
dition of a Perſon beautiful as Chrijtina, FT 
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fined to her'Bed/upon'an” occifion ſo: unu- 
ſual with thoſe of her Sex, moved all thoſe 
who viſited her, to pity her extreamly. 

- But the Count de Salazar, "Governour of 
the Cittadelat Antwerp, had ſcarcely ſeen 
her, but he fell deſperately in Love with 

-her, This | Gentleman was a near 'Kinſ- 

-man of the Counteſs de  Benavidez, which 
gave him the advantage of viſiting her oft- 
ner than-others, His Love tormented hin, 
yet he daeſt not complain. it, either fear- 
iog/it Mipht the in van, or finding - no 
ſmall relitancy.' in' himſelf /to- a&t for un- 
faithful \a *part” againl(t >the Marqueſs 4? O/- 
ſeyra'bis Friend.” "Love '6bſerves no mean, 
when fixtion extraordinaty : perſons ; 'and 
every Viſe-the Count matde' Chriſtine, he 
found his Paſſioniincreaſs.”! Ar lft' it 'be- 
came ſo violent; he cool not-maſter it * He 
thoughtiir hiph tiote to'miake (his Declarati. 
on,and reſblved twenty tifnes'to tell her how 
much- he"v16v'd her, and twenty times: fail> 
ed of the confidente'tsds it. After all; he 
reſolved to 'make his Kinfwoman His'Con- 
fident ;\and having acquairited'her withthe 
vehemence''of his Paſſion,) the/Counteſs pre- 
tending ber ſelf 'very mnch concerned for 
him, promivd to ferye him-;- tho? In :tturh 
the principal motive that engag'd her in that 
affyir, was her patticalar intereſt to” rob 
Cbriſtina ofthe Marqueſs; and at the fame 
time to teyenge her ſelf- of her Husband 
for his Jealouſie.., Salazar, afſurd of the Pro- 
teftionof the Counteſs, viſited Chriſtina ve- 

os ry 
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ry; frequently,. who as courteouſly received 
him, as Introduced into her Acquaintance 
by the Marqueſs. .Chr:/tjina's Civility made 
Salazar believe the Counteſs:had ſpoken to 
Ch-iſtina in his fſevour. Being full of this 
Opinion, he. ſpoke. to her with that liberty 
he durſt not othgrwiſe havedone. ' Chriftiria 
Perceiviug by Salazar's diſcourſe he; was 
more concerned for her Recovery than might 
be .txrected.; meerly; from bis Friendſhip for 
The Marques, nude. as if - ſhe underſtood 
not his meaning z.and to _prevenitthe occa- 
tion-of a. breach-with him, anſwer'd in Rai- 
lery. his. o}l:ging expreſſions; ;;S4/azar; ap- 
plauded himſelf: for the good ſucceſs of his 
fiſt -attempt : {PT his' confirm's bis Paſſion, 
and, made him forget the reſpets'he ſhould 
have retained for: his Friendi- 4 The Coun- 
eſs de Benavidez;: omitted 'nothing-the while 
to.rekindle the. Marqueſs flame :;But find- 
ing her endeavours vain + ta-; recover. for 
her ſe'f the affeftian of a_ heart; ;which had 
newly ſubmitted; it;,ſelf-,to-the-.yiolence of 
its firſt impreſſions, which, ;are,; ever the 
ſtrangeſt, ſhe-;bheghovght, her ſelf of an ex- 
pedient, which: ; (ſhe doubted-not). would 
make her Miſtreſs;of- herdeſign ; and. the 
berter to: deceive Chriſtina;: pretending her 
If very much» her. Friend , ſhe. told her, 


by: way of confidence, ſhe had new]y learn- 


ed:;a fecret Chriſtina was very; much con- 
cerned to know.:\ When ſhe had made all 
Ihe Preambles uſual -to. ſmoeth the way for 
a piece of 111 news, ſhe fell to aggravating 
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the unhappineſs of Woman" that truſt the 
Oaths- of Men who make Love to: them; 
when after her ſignal fidelity 'to the Mar- 
queſs d' Ofſcra, he was ſtill in doubt of her, 
and ſet on his Friend Salazar to try'her, by 
retending to Love her : That the'conduCtt- 
of 'the Marqueſs in' this - partictlar : appear- 
ed {0 criniinal,” when he had' fo grear rea- 
ſon to ' reſt aſſur'd'of her fidelity, that ſhe 
thought it Her duty 'to make her acquaint- 
et with it as-ſoon -as: her Kinſman Salazar 
had told her of it. -Chri/tina'calltag to mind 
$aliza#f's diſcourſe; thought the intelligence 
the Countels: had given her,-of very great 
importance; and” ro lefs ſincerity ; and ha- 
ving"exptelt to {malls reſentment? againſt 
the: 'Marqueſs;! ſhe: thanked © the ' Counteſs, 
and #flbre& her'{ſhe would take her' ad van- 
t4ges Of the advice” ſhe had given her, and 
would make that/fickle-headed Loverknow 
the/intereſt he had' it her was: nat 'fo well” 
grounded; bot'a proceeding ſo unhandſome 
and'difobliging* as” this might utterly; de- 
ſtroy-it. ' TheCoonteis joytnl' to fro ber 
Intrigue” take fo well} and making no.doubt. 
but: Chriſtina; be:revenged of | the Mar- : 
queſs/' would wſe-'SHazar well, made him 
ſenſipte © what goud ſervice ſhe had'done' 
him, -and told , bim: he might/declare him-: 
ſelf: freely, and meyer fear” the | ſncceſs, 
This made hini waiton Chrifina the oftner, 
anÞ take his opportunity to make a formal 
Dethration of ihis' Paſſion. Chriſtina recet- 
ved 'his Complement ſo gently and quietly, 
G 2 that 


84 © The Heroine Muſqueteer*  » 
that Salazar flattered himſelf ſhe was in Loye, 
with him. : The Marqueſs -obſerving -how 
conſtant and diligent his friend Salazar was 
in vilitinghis Miſtreſs, began to apptehend 
he might'be his Rival . And ſhe vs'd hinywith 
that kindneſs in the Marqueſſes preſence, is al- 
moſt diſtracted him. . He made- his com- 


plaints of it to Chriſtina, but -ſhe made fo 


light of; all he ſaid, it vext him at the heart. 
The Counteſs watching all opportunities, 
rook her adyanitages of th ſe favonrable:cir- 
cumftances,to invite the Maxqueſs more than 


ever: But. all to \no-purpoſe .;- this threw: 


ter -into.abſolnte deſpair, and madeher to 
reſolve to fatishe- ber. Revenge if ſhe could 
not; her, Love. A Woman in that condi- 
tion will ſacrifice any. thing! to ber reſent- 
ment. ; -and' the: Counteſs/had recourſe to 
new Artifices .to proyoke: Chri/tins againſt 
the: Marqueſ,, 8nd. him' againſt - Salazar : 
They -were- all ſo diſpos'd for her purpoſe, 


ſhe eaſily 'accompliſh'd. her : deſign. :;.. The 


Marqueſs: and: Salazar :were at very high 
words ;/and the Goyesnour ,of the Spanuſo 


Netherlands being :informy'd of it,  oxdered : 


them/bath to be ſecured... Chriſtine =—_— 
newly recovered her health, was ſo troubled 
ſhe tjad been the cauſe: of: ſo-much noiſe; ſhe 
reſolyed to returu into France, and ſpend her 
Life 1n. a. Convent, and-/be no longen the 
May-game of . Love, and: iof; Fartune.:;: She 
imparted. het: refolution- to the Conntels, 
who -ſeeming to diſapprove |it, offer*d owe 
b{ vs | 151+ .. we 
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weak 'reafons to divert her from the deſign, 
though in truth ſhe was glad at heart ſhe 
had taken that refolation, in hopes to ſee fo 
dangerous a Rival at farther diſtance, which . 
Chriſtina might have caſily perceived, had - 
ſhe not been polleſt to Blindaeſs with the 
Opinion of fincere kindnefs ſhe thought 
the Counteſs had for her. BEEN 
The Dutcheſs of Ar/chots haying about 
that time obtain'd a Paſs-port from his Ma- - 
jeſty 'of France to go from Afopns to Lille, ti 
ſettle ſome private affairs, paſs'd throug 
Bruſſels. Chriftina being in ſearch of means 
to" execute her deſign, and looking upon 
this as a favourable occaſion for her re- 
turn into France under the Paſs-port of the 
Dutcheſs, communicated her thonghts to 
the Counteſs, who ſeeing her reſolved, fa- 
cilitated all things for her priyate retire- 
ment, that the Marqueſs might know no- 
hing 'of it. ' She preſented her to the 
Datcheſs, and ſaid in her favour whatever 
nethought neceſſary to perſwade the Dutch. 
ſs to take her along. The! Dutcheſs re- - 
eived her very obligingly, and declared her 
If very glad of the company of ſo lovely a 
erſon. Chriſtsna left Bruſſels abundantly 
atisf'd, at leaſt in appearance, to have the 
{pportunity of returning to her Country, 
et not without a ſecret reluQance to be 
t ſo great a diſtance from the Marqueſs, 
dr whom ſhe had more kindneſs than ſhe 
s aware of, The Amoroys Mar _ 
| . 1 
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fail'd not a day to ſend to-the Counteſ 


.to inquire of his Miſtreſs;;,T he | Countes 
fearing he might have News of ; her. depar- 


ture timely enough toſtay. her, took-care 
to tell thoſe who were; going, from...the 
Marqueſs to her Lodging,, that ihe went. ty 
Bed very late. the night , befors, -and;de- 
fired not to be awaked, | The ſecond day 
the Counteſs laid her f{e}f-in{ the BediGhr;- 
ftina uſaally lay in, and counterfeiting her 
voice, an{wer'd the Perſon the Marqueſs 
had ſent to inquire of -her health, 'thatſig 
was much obliged to- his. maſter, for .his 
care of her. , The Countels: bad longer 
continued the cheat, had not one of her 
maids (who knew by experience the Mar- 
queſs never fail'd to reward.very liberally 
the ſmallef ſervices done him ) given 
Intellizznce of thoſe Paſſiges; thoſe who 
have.been in .Love can eaſily.imagine the 
effeqs this News had upon the: Marqueſs: 
He would preſently have followed her, 
but that he continued under confinement: 
the thoughts of the ill condition he was in, 
infpire1 into him a thouſand extravagant 
1cſolutions, when he called to mind. how 
he had loſt a Perſon whom-he had ſo dear- 
ly loved in the Flower of his Youth, and 
had luckily mer with after ſo long ſepara- 
tizn by extraordinary Adventures, and had 
10 ſooner diſcaver'd_ her, ; but he yielded 
himſelf abſolutely at ber diſpoſe, He ſtrig 
ly.exaiminecd his. Condzdtin the affair, to te 
very ſiealleſt Circumſtance, but could a 
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find any cauſe to icharge himſelf with ha- 


ving occaſioned- ſo ſudden a departure:--: 
it was not in” his :power to-gueſs the rea- 
ſon of it, thy* ſufficiently aſſured he' was 
not the cauſe of it ; but he looked vpon her 
remove as fatal to him, who could not 
live ſeparated from'her. [Having tir'd him- 


ſelf. with refle&ions, he thought he ſhould 


but 1abotr: in-vain to retrieve her, who 
in all appearance was got already to Life: 
Yet unwilling his paſſion ſhenld. juſtly 're- 
proach him to have omitted any thing in 
his power .for recovering: Chriſtina, he re- 
ſolyed at all' adrantures,' to pray the Duke 
de Montalto, 'General of - the Horſe, and his 


. very good Friend, to ſ-nd out a:ſtrong Par- 


ty toward the way of- Lille, wich ſtrict Or- 


der toſtay all they met- with, whether 


with Paſs-port, or without. - - The Orders 
were punctually. executed, and i the Party 
brought in feveral who Travelled with 
Paſs-ports, but. no News of / non and 
all this a-do ſerved only ''to- make a great 
deal of diſorder, and- give occaſion to the” 
Rumor rais'd about that time, that the Duke 


"de Villa Hermoſa had calld 1n all ' his Paſs- 


ports. - 234] 
The Marqueſs would not be diſcouraged 
for all this, but ſearching the means t3 have 
a Letter conveyed to..her, he found a man 
who promis'd to follow her to: her yery 
home, rather than fail to bring him an ac- 
count of her, The Marqueſs in the con= 
dition he was in, thought, this ſome com- 
G4 fork 
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fort ; and having loaded the'man with his li- 
berality, and. filled him- with hopes of 


more, 'he diſpatch'd him away with this 
Leter: ; 


AS it in-your power to reſolve to 
6 be gone, and leave behind you 
© the_moſt paſſionate of Lovers ?: Did you 
© not think me- ſufficiently mortified by your 
© permitting - Salazar to preſume 'to make 
© Love ta you, but you mnlſt .utterly de- 
© ſtroy'me, by. your unkind depattore ? Ah 
: Cruel ? | Can you doubt that if you conti- 
* noe your - Voyage, I will-* nat- quit my 
* Charge, my Fortune; and--(it :may be) 
*. my Duty to follow you ? 1 had done it 
© already hut that 1 looked on my Imploy- 
© ments as advantages that belong to you, 
; and | ovght to-preferre, to take away from 
yOu all pretence for reproaching my Love, 
© Heaven is my Witneſs,..that'to ingage my 
Jelf to you with" bands indiffolyable, 1 
© waited only the recovery, of 'your health, 
* with that extremity. of impatience” you 
<.might eaſily have'perceived, had you not. 
* been the moſt inſenſible perſon in the 
| | World. Let me know what fhall become 
© of me, and affure your ſelf, your Anſwer 
* ſhall regulate the Deſtiny of the moſt faith- 

| : tpl of Lovers, ny 
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'When the kirid Marqueſs had written this 
Letter, he read ift'feveral times, and'finding 
it very agreeable'to his ſentiments, thought 
it long till *twas deliver'd to his Miſtreſs x 
But fearing the Bearer might by the way be 
taken” by ſome Party, he reſolved to ſend 
a ſecohd with ſuch-another Letter, in hopes 
that if one miſcarried, the other might paſs 
ls. | | 
Salazar was much troubled for Chriſtina's 
departure, tho' 'the deſpair his Rival was 
in gaye him ſome comfort - The' paſſionate 
Love he had for her, and the opinion he 
flatter?d himſelf with, "that ſhe hated him 
not,” made him 'fend after her'a truſty. 
Perſon, 'that upon His report he might the 
better take his meaſures for his foture Con- 
dut ”And not long after 'the Marqueſſes 
Friends, and his, reconciPd the two Rivals, 
and' Salazar received Order to repair to his 
Government. - 
"Phe Counteſs 'the' while triymph'd for 
the'pood ſucceſs of her Artifices ; 'and the 
paſſon/her deſire of revenge had given birth 
to, was" grown up'to that violence by the 
refittance 1t found from the Marqueſs, and 
the advantages ſhe promigd her ſelf by the 
remove of her Rival, it was not in her 
power toconceal her Joy and her Tranſport 
from the paſſionate Loyer ; who far from 
anſwering her hopes, loaded her with 're-' 
proaches ; letting her know, he was not 
ignorant what Tricks ſhe uſed to make his 
Miſtreſs fall ont with him, This Go 
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her to the quick, and put: her into ſuch /a 
confuſion, and ſo deſperate a fret, to ſee 
her Artifices diſcovered, ſhe took. her Bed 
upon't that very day, aud continued along 
time very dangerouſly ill ; the Phyſicians 
who attended her having never diſcover'd 
the caule of her dittemper, but uſing Re- 
medics for. Diſeales ſhe never was troubled 
with. | 

While the. Connteſs was in Cure, the 
Dutcheſs of Arſchors was at Lille, ſo. well 
pleaſed; with the agreeable Converſation 
of Chriſtiza, that ſhe intreated her Com- 
pany, at. leaſt for the time ſhe tarried at 
Lille. Chriſiina-finding her ſelf ſtaid by rea- 
ſons ſhe could got maſter, eaſily conſent- 
ed, being glad: of a pretence to continue 
a little longer in Flanders, He whom Sala- 
z4r had employ*d to inquire after her, had 
Iearnt ſhe was. to ſpend ſome days at the 
Dutcheſs of Arſchotr's ; and as he returned 
. to give Salazar that account, he met aneof 
the Marqueſles Meſſengers ; and . being a 
_ witty man, and, well acquainted with S4- 
L1zar's ſecrets, he . preſently ſuſpeQted-the 
Meſſzagers buſineſs, and examin®d him fo 
cunningly, that at Iaſt he diſcover'd the 
occaſion .of his Journey 5 And applying 
himſelf after to get ont of his hands the 
Marqueſſes Letter, he ſet about him fo dex- 
trouſly that, that he fingered the Letter, and 
carried it t9 Salazar, who. received it with 
all the ſatisfation imaginable. But the Mar- 
queſſes ather meſſzager mare fortunate khan 
| | Us 
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his Fellow, delivered his Letter to Chriſtina; 
who heartily; glad of it,, was extreamly. ſa» 
tisfied to find the Expreſlioas fo paſſionate- 
ly: kind, anſwer'd it thus - | 


, preach not me 1ſo unjuſtly, that [ 
$ admitted of Salazar's Addreiles: The pail 
$ fion of Love 1s none of. the weakneſſes I 
£ 2m ſubje& to - yet I muſt, own, I make a 
* preat difference between . you,- and any 0- 
© ther man ; and figd, that could: you be 
*conſtanr ta the ſentiments expreſt in your 
© Letter, it will be very difficult for me 
©to hold the reſolution I have taken, never 
5 rolove. The Dutcheſs of Ar/chore hath a 
* deſire to keep me here, and f cannot de- 
*ny her, without appearing unworthy of 
© the kindneſs ſhe hath for me. In the 
© mean time you may aſſure your ſelf no 
* Perſon hath a greater reſpe&, for you 
©rhan ... Tg 


"| "vs your own Jealoufic, and re- 


Chriſt ina. 


The Marqueſs having| received this Let- 
ter two. days after it fwas writ, was. ſo 
. yell pleagd with it, that he never Inquir'd 
whether both his Letters were delivered. 
He kiſs'd Chriſtina's a thouſand times over ; 
and impatiently, longing to ſee her, he did 
nothing but think of the means haw to do. 
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It : The enterprize was dangeroons, and he 
ſaw well enongh what a hazard he ſhould run, 
to enter an Enemies Town, where the vi- 
gilance of the Governour . juſtly height- 
ned his apprehenſion of being ſurprizd. 

But Love, which never loves long de- 
bates, eſpecially ſuch as tend to keep it 
at a diſtance from its obje&, quickly ſug- 
geſted an expedient the Marqueſs thought 
infallible. He procur'd from the Mark 
a Humicrs a Paſs-port for a Pedler of Bruſ- 
ſels to go Trade at Lille; and having got 
fome Engliſh Point, the beſt he could meet 
with, he went- for Lille, and ealily got en- 
trance to the Dutcheſs of Arſchart's, under 
pretence to ſell his Points ; which were ſo 
Kne, and ſo very cheap, he ſold many of 
thein to the Dutcheſs, and her Women. 
At laſt he was brought into Chriſtina's A - 
partment, wha very luckily was alone in 
her Chamber, perhaps to read over the 
Marqueſſes Letter. FE 

The Love ſhe had for him preſerv'd 
the Idea of him ſo freſh in her mind, that 
diſpniz'd as he was, ſhe knew him at firſt 
ſight; and concealing her ſurprize, ſhe 
pray'd the Dntcheſſes Maid who had brought 


1n the Pedler, to go call another Maid 


who- had © good kill in Points. By good 
fortune that Maid was abroad, and ſhe who 
had been to, call her being withdrawn, 
the two Lovers having cleared all mifun- 
derſtandings, and the Marqueſs having jn- 
fif'd himſelf, they had the opportunity to 
zoe aSeon ge we 
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expreſs themſelyes with all the freedom 
and tenderneſs imaginable. Chriſtina quar- . 
relfd with ;him for. having expos'd him- 
ſelf to ſuch evident danger : The Mar-! 
queſs took: that occaſion. to tell her, that. 
if ſhe were fo much concern'd for his dan-: 
ger, as ſhe appear'd, ſhe _ eaſily pre-: 
vent his: expokag himſelf for :the future, 
by permitting him to take her back with. 
him to Brafele and marry her. She con-- 
feſt with ſome trouble, the: could figd tin 
her heart to do it; yet foand by. her felf;; 
it would be. impdſlible for-:her to 'reſulye; 
to be married to an Enemy. of the Kings!; 
What, interrupts, the MargueG, would you: 
have me then be a Traytor to my Prince,! 
and my. Country? 1 am not;ſ@\unjuſt,; xe- 
plies Chriſtina, nor can-I tbink/you capa- 
ble of ſuch a thought, and ſhould an; 
you much leſs if you were: But there is 
hope the War will not laſt ever'; and the 
ſcruples you .make to be married to ant 
Enemy of your 'Prince, I may very juſt 

pretend to, would my Love give me leave: 
Do not you..think we ſufficiently eſpouſe 
the Quarrel of our Sovyeraigns, by ſacrifi- 
cing every"day our Lives: and our Fors 
tunes to their ' Intereſt, . without making. 
our Love a part of the Sacrifice ? Butpray, 
let's have no- more of theſe matters of State, 
but implay.. better. the moments of a Con- 
verſation hath coſt me ſo dear. Compa- 
ny coming in as he was ſpeaking. Chriſt 
14 was forced to diſmiſs the pretended _ 
x, 
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ler. and appvint: him to come two hours 
after to her, being unwilling to buy: any 
thing till ſhe had firſt ſhewn it'to one who 
had Judment' in-\ic, He went away 'dif- 
pleaſed he was ſo unhappily interrupted: 
Chriſtina ſeeing 'it would be hard for her 
to” have -private diſcourſe with® him, writ 
him 'a Billet 'which ſhe reſolved” to deli- 
yer him ſecretly, to let him.know her 
mind. 9 NT & eV 
The ſappos'd/'Pedler 'being.:returt'd at 


the hour aſſigned; Chrnitiva who was in the 


Dutcheſſesi Chamber wet to. racer him at 


the. [Dory and /told- him aloud, iſhe thad as: 


- mich Englih Popiries The! needed, and would: 


_ buy none but Spaniſh, whichipleat'd her belt 


of any. (With that ihe neatly-Alipp'd in- 

ro] the | Marqveſſes hard-a billet to this 

ef&&z- fivornl pity 1 OHORZ & ) of 
19 :919Ww 07 T1 abl ob: 
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” Cannot without”; fear fee yous erty if you tove 
8 me, provide for your ſafery atadft ay not 'a mo: 
ment in a place ſo ddngeros as foryor thiss Taxmit' 
peradventiire) wilt 66: mioie ſavolnable to i, than 
me can hope for at pieſesr.'' The Dutcheſs is'fo 


obliging, 1 doubt *nor but fires will 'hngage mc | 


£0 \continue bere” longer © if © toppty with ber, 
you may velicve "tis much ſoi your:jake. Onee 
more, let me beg you" injtantly'be-'gone, and 
think that my repoſe depends on Jour Jafety. © 
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The Marqueſs having underſtobd-by this 
Billet : the diſquiet of his Miſtreſs, return'd 
for - Bruſſels, and 'appear'd at Court before 
they.,miſs'd him : the Dutcheſs of | Ar/chore 
was: the mean 'time - viſited by all the Per- 
ſons of Quality at Zille, her merit no. leſs 
than :the reſpect due: to her Birth, draw- 
ing to her Houſe all the good Compariy 
of the Town. The ;Marchioneſs det Bela- 
bre, in her return.'from Paris, Jwhere ſhe 
had been caſt in her Suit) gave.the-Dvutch- 
eſs a Viſit, and - was 'extreamly furprized 
at. the ſight of. Chriſtina there, ' whom! ſhe 
preſently knew. for St. Aubin 3; and calling 
to. mind the lzſt years Carnayal,. ſhe made 
no doubt ' but Love chad a great ſhare in 
this new. difgnize ; and according to :moſt 
Womens Humour, thinking it a mighty 
matter to penetrate the depth of an A- 
moraus, Intrigue, ſhe was ready to applaud 
herſelf for the diſcovery ſhe had made ; 
and: x04; carry on her deſign, came fre- 
guently.,, to the Dutcheſſes. Chriſtina ha- 
ving -heen. very. well , acquainted with the 
Marchioneſs at. Paris, preſently knew her; 
and not. able to! forbear bluſhing as, oftea 
as ſhe ' ſaw her, ſhe reſclved to take her 
time; to ſpeak, .to-her in private, and un- 
deceive her : But; the Marchioneſs out of 
exceſs, of diſcretion-always avoided -her ; 
and perceiving; it (troubled Chriftize, ſhe 
came,to her one day, and whiſper'd her. 
in, the Ear, Trouble not your ſelf, and never - 
fear me; I can keep my Friend's cexnſel,, Chri- 


ſiina 
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ftina endeavour'd to diſfabuſe her, but in 
vain, The Marchioneſs having a ftrony 
. fancy -ſhe knew the Lady had engaged Sr, 
Aubin to put on this diſguize, tho? ſhe 
made a thouſand falſe guefles : forias ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw St. Aubin ſpeak to any Lady, 
immediately ſhe concluded ſhe was the 
Perſon.” | | 

- After 'much labour- in vain, and'fruit- 
leſs 'obſervation, the 'Marchionefs:made'the 
Baroneſs /of ' St. | Sauvenr her Confident in 
the / buſineſs, imparting to her the mighty 
myſtery ; imagining Sr:.Jubjn not miftruſt- 
ing the Baroneſs, ſhe :wonld not beſo re- 
ſerv'd'.in her preferice 3: and ſo ſheimight 
eafily find 'out rhe--teuth of what the ear: 
neſtly defir'd' to. know; © The ' Baroneſs' be. 
ing a ' young Lady, and of a vety joviat hu- 
mour, -was raviſhed with joy at theUMeo- 
very of ſuch a 'Secret, and applying her 
ſelf to a buſineſs” fo fuitable to! her” hu- 
mour, | ſhe obſerved Chi##ina with@a great 
deal of care; though'little ſatsfaQion;''An- 
gred-at her ill ſucceſs, and” appretiending 
the Marchioneſs would lmpute” it t& wait 
-of Addreſs, ſhe doubled her diligence, and 
_ watch'd Chriſtina more narrowly than be- 
fore : -But all this care-and' extremity of 
attention ſerved for/no 'more, Than to 
make her take betrer ' notice of the' good 
meea”of the. pretended Gentleman, She 
. thought him fo amiable, and took ſuch de- 
- light-in» viewing 'him, that in a ſhort time 
ſhe found her Curiofity . had —_—_ 

| effe 
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effet- quite other than ſhe expeted, ha- 
ving inſenſibly efigaged her in a paſſion 
for St. Aubin which was already fo ſtrong; 
ſhe perceiv'd ſhe was not Miſtreſs of it, 
This made her long for an intimate ac- 
quaintance with ſo Charming a Perſon ; 
and vhe bctter to obtain ir, ſhe ſonghr for 
cccalions of ſeeing and diſcourling her ; 
which was eaſie to find, all Perſons of 
Quality having free acceſs to the Dutcheſ- 
ſes, Chriſtina ſatished the longing of 
the Baroneſs. . with ſo good a Grace 
ſhe was no Jeſs pleasd with her 
Civility, than taken with her good Mein. 
She was a hundred times up-n the pcint 
of telling . her, ſhe knew the ſecret of her 
cex; and that natural modeſty that ſticks 
ſa cloſe to Women well-born, made her 
as often change her reſolution, and quit 


| her deſign. After many Conflits in her 


heart, where Love, Modeſty, Freedom and 
Reſervedneſs ſtroye in vain £o get the bet- 
ter one over the other, She found Chriſtina 
alone, and adventured to tell her, $he had 
never knowa a Perfon ſo deſerving of 
Love as she'was, and that had Heaven 
made her of a Sex different from hers, 
She Should have. fonnd it very difficult to 
ſave her felf from paſlivn for a Perſon ſo 
amiable. Coriftina, who thought of nothing 
leſs than Love, thought this diſcourſe an 
effect of her Fijendship; and anſwer'd sbe 
was extreamly obiiged to her for her kind- 
neſs, aſfuring her, she would endeayour 

| to 
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to return it her with all the tenderneſs of 
affe&tion ſhe was capable of, The Baroneſs 
having already advanc'd fo far, was not ſa- 
tisfd-with ſo cold an anſwer : However, 
ſhe thought it neceſſary to appear content 
for the preſent, and to prevent the loſs of 
all, ſhe imbrac'd her tenderly, and gave her 
many thanks. The Dutcheſs coming in, 
and finding them in that poſture, ask'd the 
reaſon. The Baronefs who thought her im- 
| braces as criminal as Chriſtina beliey'd them 
innocent, anſwer'd with ſome trouble ( for 
a pretence to deceive tha Dutcheſs) that 
ſhe was upon going, and c-uld not take 
leave without imbracing her dear friend, 
What ſhe faid was believ'd, not one hay- 
ing perceiv'd how heartily ſhe was vext to 
leave a Houſe where she fo much loy'd to 
be. 

Every time the Marchioneſs ſaw the Ba- 
roneſs de S. Sauvenr, ſhe ask'd if ſhe had not 
found out the reaſons why S. Aubin had 
diſguiz'd himſelf : But having no account 
to ſatisfy her Curioſity, ſhe became more 
impatient, and reſoly'd to know it one way 
or other. Having mus'd a while, ſhe re- 
ſolv'd to tell her (whom ſhe thought S, 
Aubin) of the buſineſs, andto oblige him 
to impart to her the ſecret of his Love; 
and in caſe of refuſal, to threaten him ſhe 
would publiſh the ſecret of his Sex. Chri- 
ftins extremely ſurpriz?d with the Propo- 
ſal, would have undeceiy'd her, by making 
her a faithful Relation of her i 

ut 
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But the Marchioneſs prepoſſeſt with an Opi- 
nion ſhe ſpoke to S. Aubin, gave no credit 
to the diſcourſe, telling him, ſhe would al- 
low him till that time to morrow to think 
on't, aſſuring him he might relie on her 
diſcretion ; but if he delay'd any longer to 
acquaint her with the ſecret, ſhe would cer- 
cainly ſpoll all. Chriſtine who conceaPd no- 
thing from the Dutcheſs; gave her an ac- 
count of the perplexity ſhe was in, by the 
earneſt ſolicitations of the Marchioneſs. 
This was good ſport for them, and made 
them laugh heartily, and refolve together, 
ſince the Marchioneſs was ſo abſolutely bent 
to be decetv'd, and not be difabugd, they 
wonld for their divertiſement afford their 
help to deceive her - the fole queſtion re- 
main'd was, what Lady ſhould be the Ob- 
j<& of the pretended paſlton: Several were 
In nomination, bat none fo likely to take 
as the Baroneſs de S. Sauverr, being a hand- 
ſom and jovial young Lady, and Chriſtins's 
intimate friend, The Marchioneſs being 
told of it, was ſurpriz'd at the news, but 
xromis'd to keep his counſel, and expreft 
great ſatisfation at the confidence he re- 
pos'd In her. Es — 

_ Chriſtina, by agreement with the Dut- 
Cheſs affeted thenceforward ſo much kind- - 
neſs and care for the Baroneſs de S. Sawverr, 
and to appear ſo much concern'd for her, -. 
and ſtill long for her company, which the 
Bzroncfs anſwer'd on her part with a great 
H 2 deal 
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deal of pleaſure, that the Marchioneſs hev. 
ing often obſerv'd them, was confirm'd in 
ber Errour ; and inwardly applauding her 
ſelf for having ſo luckily cdifcorer'd the Iy- 
triyvue, would needs make the Baroneſs ſen- 
fj>je of -it, that ſhe might know her ſelfat 
her mercy tor thediſcovery. And not Ion- 
ger able to keep a ſecret which was alrea- 
dy a burden to her, ſhe gave her a viſit; 
and having reproach'd her for not dealing 
clearly by her, tin concealing her know- 
ledge of S. Abs paſſion , In earneſt, ſays 
ſhe, by way of Railery,l was not 11] prepar'd 
to penetrate S. Arbir's concerns, and you 
have ated your part very well, only *tis 
Pity you had not to do with a Fool. All 
things ſeenvd to conſpire to deceive the 
Marchioneſs ; for the Baroneſs bluſhing, 
made her think that change of her counte- 
nance an effect of her confuſion at the diſco- 
very ſhe had made, You do not deſerve, 
24ds the Marchioneſs, I ſhould uſe ſo much 
diicretiorf in your concern, who were ſo un- 
willing to make me of your ecynſel : But 
fear me not, hed I not promisd S. Aubin 
ſecreſie at his confeſſion, the reſpect I have 
for you wevld oblige me to ſilence. The 
Baroneſs farpriz'd at the diſcourſe, ſtood 
mute for ſome time, not knowing what to 
think ont ; But as we eafiiy believe 


what we paſſonately defire, the Baroneſs 


c 
no longer dovbring but S. Axbin Jov'd her, 
and that the Marchioneſs ſpoke in good car- 
neſt,cuickly paſt out of agreat aſtoniſhment 
into a far greater joy : If a man will love 
one, 
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one, ſays ſhe, how can we help it ? Would 
you got think ic hard to throw a Gent]e- 
man into deſpair, who does things fo ex- 
traordinary for his Miſtreis, and dem-n- 
ſtrares by his ations the violence cf his paſ- 
ſion ? I will pardon yon, rep'ies the Mar- 
chioneſs,, your want of corfience in me 
hitherto, upon condition you will hide no- 
thing from me for the future. It wasagreed, 
and they parted both very well-pleas'd 
with their miſtakes; the Marchioneſs to 
ke her (elf the Confident in an Intrigue ſhe 
had ſo great a delire to penetrate ; the Ba- 
roneſs to be aſſured by ſo good a hand 
things that did ſo much flatter her paſſion, 
She was fo fully perſwaded S. Axb:n was in 
love with her, ſhe began to repent ſhe had 
been ſo forward to let him know the kind- 
neſs ſhe hal for him, fearing it might have 
leſfen'd the eſteem ſhe could wiſh he (ul 
hav- for her This made her refſnl:e to / 
force herſelf into more reſervednelts, and 
be more ſhy for a while, to ſet an edge on 
his paſſion. It-fell out as ſhe wiſhed ; for 
Chriſtina' to maintain throughout the part 

Ie was to a4 for the Dutcheſs's divertiſe- 
ment,& her own,was every day kinder than 
other to the Baroneſs, wbo through diſſi- 
mulation ( uſual with Women ) receiving 
Chriſtina's Courtſhip very coldly, hop?d by 
that means to heighten the Paſſion of her 
ſtppoſed Lover. 

Chriſtina not knowing the intention of the 

Bareneſs,nor the reaſons ſhe us'd her _— 
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ſo ill the flight return ſhe made of her Cj- 
vilities, that She forbore the continuance of 
them, and shunn'd her company, to pre- 
vent occaſions of ciicourſe with her. The 
Baroneſs perceiving it, could not brook 
$his indifference above a day ; the morrow 
She goes to Chriſ#ina, and In ſome heat ask'd 
her what $he had done to be lighted ſo by 
her, and make her affe& avoiding her com- 
pany, as $he obſery'd she did. She let fall 
ſome other haſty words, which ſurprizd 
Chriſtina extremely; who an{wer'd. ſhe had 
never -been wanting to the friendſhip ſhe 
had promis'd her; but that the Baroneſs 
had appear'd ſo cold the day before towards 
her, lhe had. no reaſon to wonder it had 
made her more ſhy, The Baroneſs was ſo 
impatient, {ke would not allow her time to 
finiſh, but imbrac'd her inſtantly, and was. 
vpon the point of telling her, 'twas In vain 


- to endeavour concealing his Sex from her, 


who knew it already, by very good infor- 
mation : But ſhe forbore , foreſeeing ſhe 
could nox ' with decency wake ſome lit- 
tl: liberties with S. Aubin diſcover'd ſhe 
:3'd with Chrifina diſguizd. Never dig 

Woman love more to deceive her ſelf, and 
never was there love of ſo ſingular a Cha- 
ra&er, Preſs'd by her Paſſion, ſhe gave S, 
4:bin a thonſand occaſions to declare him- 
fe}f to be what ſhe took him for + but find- 
ing all wovld not do, and attributing it ta 
his fear, $he ſtudied a thouſand expedients 
£0 2ccomplish an Adventure She could not 
GROWS nt "T4 "au on WR «nt endure 
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endure shonld hang in ſuſpence. Time fur- 
nish'd her with an unexpected occaſion ; 
Her Husband being gone one Evening for 
the Country, she ſat up very late at the 
Dutchefſes, and having cunningly let fall a 
word, $he would willingly lie there that 
night : Sie askd cne of the. Dutcheſſes 
Women if she would admit her her Bed- 
fellow : Chriſtina offer'd her a part of her 
Bed ; the Baroneſs at firit ſeem'd Ioth to 
accept of it, for fear cf incommoding her, 
- but at laſt she was perſwaded, the maid she 
had firſt ſpoken to haying a Bedfellow al- 
ready, which the Baroneſs knew, though she 
pretended the contrary. 

When thzy were juſt ready to go to Ped 
the Baroneſs retaining ſome remains of mG0- 
deſty, was ſo troubled, and out of counte- 
nance, She knew not what she did. But to 
give her dying Vertue ſome ſmall fatisfa- 
tion for the diſorder her paſſion had 
brought her in, ſhe told Chriſtina she would 
have only one corner of the bed, where she 
pray'd her to let her ſleep quietly without 
touching her all night. Chr;t:na very readily 
promis'd what $he defir'd, and as readily 
perform'd it. When the Lights were ta« 
ken away, the Baroneſs whe expeQed with 
impatience the darkneſs she long'd for, was 
aſtonisht to find Chriſtina faſt aſleep, At 
firſt she thought it her own fault, and that 
her Gallant feign'd himſelf aſleep to expreſs 
his obedience to her; yet she knew not 
what to think on't. But having long expe- 

H 4 Gted 


104 The Heroine Mufquereer ; ; 


ed in vain to find him more confident 
ſhe ask'd him if he were aflzep : but receiy 
ing no Anſwer, 'it almoſt put her beſide her 
ſelf. She feil a lighing, but her ſighs 42S litt'e 
aftefted Chriſtina, who was in a deep ſleep. 
The Baroneſs thought 20 times to awake her, 
but ſhame and vexation made her forbear. 
Never had Woman » bad a Night, though 
never Woman expected a better. At 
length it was day; and ſeeing her inſenſible 
Lover lie ſti}] as a Stock, ſhe dreſs'd her 
ſelf haſtily ; , and the deſpair ſhe was in nat 
permitring her to quit the Room without 
eaving behind her ſome mark' of her reſent- 
ment, fhe found Pen, Ink and Paper ready 
on the Table, and writ Immediately this 
Pillet - F 


Flag receiv d' from' you the moi ſen fible 
outraged Lady can ſuffer ; but *tis what 
7 Li VA, "having { {o blindly abandord wy ſelf 
to. 4 paſſes 077 fas a man who knew no better 49 an- 
fircr it. ' 1 uſt - now endeavorr 10 cover 


"ny ſhame ? 3 As for you, T adviſe you to continue 


the ai/git1ze 3 that brcomes you ſo well, Tou hive 
«!r:ady the modeſty of the Sex whoſe habit you 
CATYS and yo are not to deſpair, but Heavy 
fox: fe fbte of its Errour in makihy you a Man, may 
rake from you that tittic yourhave remaining of 
z0at Ser 


The Bzroneſs having written this Let- 
fer,  Jaid. ir on Chriſtina's Toilette, and 
withdrew. As ſoon as ſhe got home; She 
f:ignd she had been all night up at ah 
TT on __ K 4 
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and having had her ſelf undreſt, went pre- 
ſentl; to bed, which you may helieve was 
n--: very eaſfic to her. Chriſtina at getting 
wp having found the 'Billet, dreſt her ſelf 

in a! haſte to carry it to the Dutcheſs : it 
made them good ſport; and when they 
refleted on the com fe the Baioneſs had 
taken to get an intereſt in Chr/;za, they 
concluded the Marchtoneſs hag [mpart- 
cd her ſecret to her, and ſo in.olv'd her in 
the ſame Errovr with her ſelf. 

The Dutcheſs was concern'd at it, and 
' had the goodneſs to $2 to the Baroneſs to 
undeccejve her; and having fully told her 
what she knew of the buſineſs, at laſt, tho? 
with difficulty, diſabus'd her. She would 
have gone thence Tt the Marcnionefs of Be- 
lire to do her the like g od office - bur 
the Baroneſs ſufficiently confounded alrea- 
dy, and fearing further explication migit 
refle& more on her Credir, intreate«d the 
Dutcheſs to ſay no more of it, but to 
leaye the Marchionefs to her miſtakes, as 
not daring to truſt her diſcretion in fo ten- 
. der a point, where the matter appear'd fo 
fit for mirth, and her Reputation was ſo 
deeply concern'd. 

The Dutcheſs had now almoſt finish'd 
her buſineſs at Lite, and had. written to 
Eriffels $he would retura thither ſpeedily, 
and hopd to bring Chriſtina back again 
with her, The Counteſs de Benavicex, 
who was pretty well recover'd, and had 


not loſt by her fickneſs any part of her Jo 
a. ſion 
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fion for the Marqueſs d* Offeyra, hear- 
ing talk of Chriftina's return, was {fo 
frighted at the News, she made it her buſi- 
neſs by a!l means to prevent it ; andat 
length fouad an occaſion to have a Letter 
writ to the Dutcheſs of Arſchore by a Lady, 
and one of her beſt Friends, to inform her 
She was with impatience expected at Bruſ- 
ſels ; that her concerns beiag very dear to 


her, $he thought fit to acquaint her there 


was great murmuring at Court that she 
had thoughts of bringing back Chriſtina, 
who would not fail to give intelligence to 
the French of all she could learn at Bruſſ?!s ; 
at leaft it wouid be believ'd fo, Chriſtina be- 
ing already under ſuſpicion of Guilt in that 


. particular, The Dutcheſs being highly 


concern'd to hold fair with the Spaniard:, 
and fearing their jealouſie of her long ſtay 
at Liſle, eſpecially fince the News ſpread 
in Flanders of her having had a hand in the 
Marriage of the Prince of [zinguien with the 
iDaughter of the Marsbal  Hrumiers, look?d 
upon the advice as not to be ſlighted : And 
whatever kindneſs $he had for Chriſtina, $he 
could not find in her heart to expoſe her 
{elf to ruine for her ſake, in praying her to 
bear her company to Bruſſels, As they 
were alone one day, the Dutcheſs took her 
opportunity to make a long diſcourſe of 
the ſtate of her affairs, and the neceflity 
She was under to avoid any thing that 
might give a jealouſfie of her to the Sp.an7- 
ards : adding, that this oblig'd her to be 

Very 
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very cautions in her Condu&, and to deny 
her ſelf many things in theniſelves very a- 
greeable to her. Chriſtine had too much 
Wir not to apprehend the meaning of this 
diſcourſe, and anſwer'd, she had for the 
ſame reaſons reſoly'd to return into France, 
as ſoon as she $hould receive Anſwer to a 
Letter she had writ into hcr Country;and in 
the mean time to put her ſelf into a Co- 
vent. They concluded their diſcourſe with 
mutual aſſurances of Eternal Friendsi:1p ; 
and two days before the Dutcheſs left 7/le, 
Chriſtina entred the Covent of the Nuns 
of S. Thomas. 

The Marqueſs a? Offeyra ſecing the Dut- 
cheſs arriv'd at Brufſels without Chriſtina, 
was very much alarm'd at it, and went in 
great haſte to inquire the news of ber. 
When he heard she was gone into a  un- 
nery, It extremely diſtury'd him, not 
knowing what reaſon she had for it : But 
the Counteſs de Benavidecr. watching all oc- 
caſfions to. vex him , dextrouſly gave out 
that Criſtina had long ſince privately com- 
municated to her the diſgnſt $she had for 
the World, and the deſign she had eſpous'd 
to ſpend her diys in a Religious 
Houſe. This coming to the Marqueſles 
ear, the violence of his aftecion allow'd 
bim fo little time of conſideration, that he 
went away that Evening for Ziſe, with 
his former Paſs-port as a Pedler ; and 
made ſuch haſle, that he would have been 
there timely the next day, had be not been 

TOY EE LIE) unfor- 
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unfortunately ftaid by the way by Roh- 
bers, who pretending themſelves Souldiers 
of the Garriſon of Tyres, got together to 
the nambver of ſeven, and robd'd Travel- 
lers without any regard to their Faſs-ports, 
They led away the Marqueſs into a very 
thick Wood, where deceiv'd by his Habir 
and Paſs- parts, they took him for a Trades- 
man, and forc'd bim to draw a Bill of Ex- 
change upon ſome of his Correſpondents, 
threatning to kill him if it were not paid 
at ſight; and that in the mean time he 
Should ſtay with them for ſecurity. The 
Marqu.ſs was in no ſmall perplexity, not 
knowing who to draw the Bill on ; and if 
he difcover'd himſelf, they would certainly 
kill him, for fear of being punisnht by him 
when once at liberty : what courſe ſoever 
ke took, death ſeem d inevitable ; but to 
gain time, he gave them a Bill upon an 
Inn-keeper at 4r»ſſels,, who had been his 
Servant, and knew his Character, When 
he had written it in the moſt preſſing terms 
for payment at ſight ; they could not a- 
gree which of them ;hould be truſted with 
:c for receiving {o conſideraple a Sum : 
At laſt they pirch'd upon two of their 
Company whom they put moſt confidence 
ia: The Mzrcueſs in the mean time en- 
deavour'd to inſinvate himſelf with the 
Robbers, letting them know he coul@ 
ſcarce find in his heart to be angry with 
them, not doubting but that they. had 


Leen reduc'd to that way of I Ng __ 
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the avarice of their Officers, who perhaps 
defrauded them of the poor Pay their 
Prince allow*d them ; and that he thought 
himſelf happy, in falling into their hands 
who ns'd him ſo civilly, and were ſatisfied 
with a little Money. The deſire he had to 
ſee Chriſiina made -the Marqueſs deſcend 
into Complaifar.ces for ſaving his life, he 
had diſdaind to ſtoop to on any other 
ſcore: Theſe were ſo agreeable to their 
humour, that he was preſently very fami- 
tjar with them , and they us'd him more 
kindly than at firſt, and made him ſup 
with them. The morrow betimes they 
ſent away one of their Comrades to buy 
in Proviſions; the Marqueſs ſeeing their: 
pumber lefſen'd, and fearing the- return of 
thoſe who were gone to receive the Money 
on his Bill, reſolv d to ſeize one of their 
Swords, and die at leaft with his Weapon 
in his hand. One of the four who ſtaid 
in the Wood, watch'd always while the 
other ſlept - The Marqueſs feigning him- 
ſelf very fleepy, the Watchman obſerving 
it himfelf, went a little further into the 
Wood. The Marqueſs. to lofe no time, 
inſtantly ſeized their Guns before any of 
them awak'd « but being too generons tg 
kill men jn their fl=ep, he took out the 
priming out of two of the Guns, having 
the other two in re:Jineis to be diſcharg. 
ed ; Then went he to mcet him who was 
gone into the Woods 20d baving threat. 
Red tO kjll him if ke made tke leaſt reg. 

ance 
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ance, he told him he was unwilling to take 
The advantage he had againſt him, and his 
Fellows, and was content they ſhould have 
the Money cn the Bill of Exchange, but 
that for his ſafe paſſage through the Wood 
he muſt have his company a League fur- 
ther, aſſuring him he would do him 
no harm. The Robber believing a Trade;- 
man incapable of ſo bold a reſolution, and 
aſtoniſhr to hear him ſpeak fo ſtoutly, was 
forc'd to obey, and do whatever the Mar- 
queſs commanded him. They were ſcarce 
. £or out of the Wood, but they were met 
by a Party of Horſe of the Garriſon of 
Liſle. The Marqueſs iminediately prefent- 
ed his Paſs-port; but having been taken 
with two Piſtols about him, . and in a quar- 
ter very ſaſpicicus, they, told him, he 
- made uie of his Paſs-ports to rob the 
more ſafely : The Marqueſs to clear hint- 
ſelf, told them, he had been robb' in that 
Wood, and related truly what had paſt, 
and how he hid eſcap'd out of the Rob? 
bers hands, which made the Troopers re- 
ſolve to enter the Wood to ſeize upon 
the Thieves. But the Commander having 
hethought himſeif this diſcourſe might 
be a meer invention of the Marqueſlts, to 
draw them perhaps into fome Ambuſh, or- 
dered only ten Hcrſemen to diſmount, and 
go into the quarte: the Priſoner ſhould Jead 
them, where they found rhe Rogues, and 
took them without Teliſltance. They were 
all brought to Lifle, and having —_” 
a 
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x11 the Marqueſs had ſaid, he had his liber- 
ty, and no doubt made but he was, as he 
pretended, a Trades-man. What became 
of the Robbers, 1 know not . though like- 
ly they were hang'd - But ”tis certain, the 
Marqueſs 1mpatiently longing for news of 
Chriſtiaa, went ſtrait to the Covent where 
he had been told ſhe was. When he was 
come, they told him there was no ſpeaking 
with any of the Nuns, that day being ſet a- 
ſide for receiving a Frenxch Gentlewoman 
into the Habit. ” 

The reports which had paſt of Chriſti- 
na's having taken that reſolution, and the 
| Marquelſles fears, made him believe It was 
ſhe, Confirm'd in this Opinion by his de- 
ſperate Love, he buſtled through the- Croud, 
and without further inquiry, addreſs*d bim- 
ſelf to the Prieſt ready to begin the Ce- 
remony., and pray'd him to ſtay till he had 
ſpoke with the Abbeſs. Thoſe who obſer- 
v'd with what diſorder he pronounc'd his 
words, were ſ{urpriz'd ; and the Prieſt who 
had prepar'd an Elegant diſcourſe in praiſe 
of a Religions Life, was afraid he ſhould 
be oblig'd to reſerve it for another oc- 
cafion. The Marqueſs in the mean time 
was got to the Grate, and the Abbeſs ap- 
pearing , he told her he was come 
to acquaint, the Perſon ſhe ' intended 
to receive Into the Number of her St- 
ſters had promis'd him Marriage , and 
all the Vows ſhe shouldd make, would 
be null, The Abbeſs much fur- 
priz'd 
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Pr iz d,call'd the Maid tothe Grate,and hay 


Ig told her what the Marqueſs had ſaid, 
She charg'd her to declare the truth, The 


Yourg Maid, already ſufficiently perplex*d. 


under tl:e apprekention of that variety of 
Fun&ions She, was to undergo that day, 
thought the diſcourſe of the Abbeſs a piece 
of formality, vſvaily obſerv?d on ſuch' occa- 
fions, the better to aſſure her ſelf of the 

willingneſs of thoſe who took the Habit ; 

and turning toward the Siſter who had 
the care of her Education, She ask*d her 
very Innocently, what Anſiver to make. 
This, and the confuſion in the Marqueſles 
countenance at the fight of a Perſon he 
knew not, made aJl beticve she was in good 


earneſt, And the people cry d ont the 


man was a Foz], The Marque's defendel 
Eimſclf fo ill, that tne diſtraction of his 
looks, and his 6! tence, made them abſolute- 
ly conclude he was mad ; ; and they drove 
him our of the Congregation, without his 
being able orce to make kis Complaint. 
Vhile his paiion procur'd him all this 
111 niape, his friends were extremely con- 
cern d for his perſon, The Inn-keeper -at 
Briufſtls haying been much preſt by the 
Thjeves to pay Nis Correſpondents Bills of 
Exchine e, krew the hand, and pretending 
he would pay Wem, went to the Marqueſl's 
quarters, and shew *d the Bill to one of his 
principal Serysnts, who confirn'd it was 
of his Maſters hand- -writing, which mace 


them believe he was in the Robbers hands: 
They 
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They apply*d themſelves. to the Duke de Mon- 
zalto, whom they knew to be his very good 
friend ; and having shew?d him the Bill, the 
Duke cavſed the two men, who demanded 
payment of it, to be preſently arreſted ; and 
having ſeverely threatned them, they coofefs'd 
all. The Duke was in fear for the danger of 
his Friend ,, and went our in perſon in the 
Head of a Party of three hundred Horſe, and 
ſome Dragoons. When he caine to the 
Wood where the twb Robbers had left 
their Comrades, he plac'd Guards at all the 
Avenues, ad went in hifaſelf at the Head 
of his Dragoons, and ſo crofs'd all the Woods, 
but found not one Perſon. | This heighten'd 
his fear, and made him detach three ſeveral 
Parties, ſending them away into ſeveral quar- 
ters to' Endeavour a diſcovery where theſe 
Rogues had their refuge; but all to no pur- 
poſe ; fo tha® he. was forc'd to return with- 
out having any account of his Friend. 
. The:morrow, a ſeryant of the Marauefles 
impatient for news of hit, and thinking he 
might find him at Liſle, put himſelf into 
Boors habit, and went in. ſearch of bim. As 
ſoon as he+ was arriv'd at Liſle, he pretend-. 
ed he had a Letter for Chriſtina; and having 
fot her call'd to the grate of the Covent she 
was in, he ask'd her privately what news of the 
Marquefs. © - Chriſtina not able to give him any 
account of him, the Servant acquainted her 
with. -the* departure of the Marqueſs- from 
Bruſſels \'\'the adventure of the Bill of Ex- 
change. and all other circumſtances of his ab- 
ſelice: Chriſtins Who fourd ih her heart a 
|; ſtronger - 
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ſtronger inclination for the Marqueſs than 
She thought $þe had, was ſo concern'd for 
his misfortune, that the trouble she was in 
at the news convinc'd. her of the height of the Ill 6 
paſſion she had for him., She earneſtly pray'd Wl n 
the Mar; to return inſtantly for Bruſſels, not to Il b 
omit 'any thing to learn ſome news of his Ill a 
Maſter, and to let her know. without delay 
the ſucceſs of his care. Before ſhe could make 
an end of theſe few words, her tears betray'd 
the affection of her heart. When the Ser- - 
yant was gone, She paſt ſome hours in thoſe 
inquietudes none can comprehend but thoſe 
only who have been in Love, The mean time 
the Marqueſſes Servant being an honeſt Flem- 
ing, and very devout, deſpairing to find his 
Maſter, goes into a Ckurch, and having hear- 
tily pray'd God to inſpire him where to*meet 
with the Marqueſs, he no ſooner turn'd him- 
ſelf about toward the Church-door to go out, 
but * ke ſpy'd the Marqueſs ſtanding before 
him; ind not able to_contain himſelf; cry'd 
out at. the Miracle.-; The Marqueſs. alſo a- 
ſoniſht” at {9 vnexpeAed an accident, . had 
much 'ado to make his Man hold kis peace; 
and giving out he was. his Comrade, he told, 
hols! who came rinniig in at the report 
of 'the Miracle , that the Man was a little, 
crack'd, and had often ſuch Fits. They got. 
off by this Artifice, and went into a houſe 
where the Marqueſs had lain. 'His:Man gave; 
him an account of what had paſt-at. Brufel:, 
and of the diſorder Chriſtina was ,in at the 
news; the tears. she_shed, and the, Iaments-. 
ble condition he left her in, The darquels 
36 | | who 


 p—<__ e000enhsa, Wh, ©— Wh, wy. 


Or, the Female Warriour. . 115 
who after the laſt days work durſt not appear 
at 'the Covent-gate, was ravish'd with joy 
at the news of her being ſo 'concert?d for his 
misfortunes ; and having got'her call'd for 
by bis Man, he flipt into the Speaking room, 
and quickly reyiv'd her by his preſence. Ne- 
yer was Converſation more tender than theirs; 
'twas" not in Chriſtina's power to reproach her 
Loyer with any thing the violence of his paſ- 
fon for her could nor preſently juſtifie, She 
promis'd him ' once forall, never to be any 
mans but his, 'and pray'd him not to expoſe 
himſelf again to. ſo many accidents, aſſuring 
him ſhe had already. written intb' her Conn- 
try to deſire the Abbot Djize/te, who had the 
management of her Affairs, to take a journey 
into Flayders to agree with him about her Mar- 
rige. The Marqueſs well ſatisfied with theſe 
fair hopes, that ſhe wight be at” eaſe, with- 
drew ſooner than he wonld' have done, and 
return'd to Brſſels, where his Friends by their 
joy to ſee _ him'again, 'convinc'd -him of the 
trouble they were' in by. the fears "they ha4 
been under of having loſt him. To keep ther 
in 1gnarante, leſt they ſhould difcover the my- 
tery..of his 2bſence,” he gave out he had loft 
inert a Huntihg, ( a Sport he was'known to 
vle”) and was taken by Robbers, who having 
detali”d him "three" days, ſet him ar liberty, 
This paſt for current, being ſo very probable, 
only the Counteſs of © Benavidez, would not be- 
heve it, her Jeglouſie having given her_a_trug 
LA fe; canfe bf his abſence it yeX'd her 

thath gt *ſhe preſently refolv'd. to leave 


EY 4 - Hei _ :£ + bo 4s V [ : c 
hy Rte tarts to break the Correſpondence | 
T3 be- 


- , 
JP q: \ 3 6 


"- Jap O- © 0 
LY 


2 v4 *) 1m 9 ws vadgthes 


AED. Sa nas 
©". 
- 


> 90970 rp ene FO, Os ns LE nd 
© Dy abs... 


99 abs AAR Centra oo oO on = 4 i. erdnetes inch > 440%, AID - " PI ads -" n = 
- a p 4 - 8,004 ww" op yg £04 
= * th = . , o ad< 


BY 16-477 


_— _—— 


a -—— ST > __ Me» 
NE Eee CO EOIInT u——_—_—_ AL, res te 
. MSN Be SIG. Pa, Lg bs 


0 AE Aer et 


_— CO 7 PR 


no Wer” te vg 
TER 9 + 


A I HE 


1 04 Arte =o 
COD _ 
a 1. 
4 


. my in the Field'in January, in a very cold 


. the Counteſs of. Beravidez, a Vitit, ſhe endeas 


COTS Rs err wn—_ id 


116 The: Heroine Muſqueteer : 


between thc Marqueſs and Chriſtina. | 
About this time news came to Bruſſels, the 
French Troops were on their march : 1t was 
very carly in the year, and the Spaniſh Gene- 
Tals were extremely alarm'd to hear of an Ar- 


ſcaſon. All the conſiderable Officers came to 
Bruſſels to aſſiſt the Governour of the Spaniſh 
Netherlands with their counſel-in a conjunCture 
of this importance. Count Salazar being ar- 
rTiv'd there one of the firſt, and having given 


vour'd to revive his paſſion for Chriſtina, re- 
proaching him with his indifference, and ac- 
quainting him the ſame time with the dangers 
his Rival had expos'd himſelf ro for a fight 
of her. Salazar, who had been difcourag'd 
from ſeeing Chriſtina by the difficulties ap- 
pear'd in the attempt, was ſomewhat asham'd ; 
and to cover his coolneſs with a plaulible pre- 
rence, and Jet her ſee he had not been wanting 
to his Duty, -he  bethought himſelf of putting 
a Trick on his Kinſwoman. and perſuading her 
he was more in Chriſtina's Books than 
She made account. The Counteſs anſwer'd, 


| She could hardly believe ic: He offer'd to | 
' make it, out; and defir'd- only time to ſtep © 
to his Quarters to do it. *Twas not long | 
eer he return'd.and brought her a very paſlin i © 
nate Letter of the Marqueſſes to Chrifina, i / 
bein3 the ſame formerly ſpoken of which: $«-I { 
l[azar's men cunningly got from the Marquelſles. iſ 
Salazar haying in his hand a Letter which {fl ; 
clearly .proy'd what he had faid, Shewed 1 þ 


his Kiaſwoman, aud told her, he might judges 


. — & 


» UH Tt SS 2 es a. An. an 


Or, the Female Warriony. ",-I,9 
by the Sacrifice Chriſtine had made bim, how 
much he was in her favour. The Counteſs 
having read the Letter, was very well pleagd, 
and thought it very proper and cffeQtual for 
ſetting the Marqueſs and his Miſtreſs at vart- 
ance - She ſpoke Salazar ſo fair, that ſhe pre» 
vail'd with him to leave it in her cuſtody, up- 
on her promiſe to make no 111 uſe of it; 
which ſhe kept* ſo ill, that the very next mo- 
ment 'She went to one of her friends, a La- 
dy of the Varqueſles familiar acquaintance, 
end having aggravated the dangers the Mar- 
queſs had expos'd himſelf to for ſeeing Chri- 
ſtina, and the ill confequence of his paſſion ; 
it might be excusd, adds she, did Chriſtina 
but love him ; whichshe is ſo far from, that. 
She cannot endure him, bufſacrifices his kind- 
eſt and moſt affectionate Letters to Salazar, 
who to my knowledge hath ſeveral of. them, 
though he hath the diſcretion not to shew 
them. To this she' added many other parti- 
culars which convinced the Lady, and made 


| her believe $he could not do the Marqueſs a 


better Office, than to cure h:m of his paſſion, 
and difabuſe him as to his Opinion of Chrj- 
ftine. 'She fell to work on the morrow, and 
made uſe of all means the Counteſs had fut- 
-nish'd her with to periwade the Lover to 
think no more of ſo faithleſs a Miſtreſs. 
The Marqueſs who could not imagine Chrie 
ſt;na capable of falshood to him, did not ea- 
lily believe what was ſaid of her, and would 
not for a long time admir the ſuſpicions 
they endeavour?d to infuſe into him of her : 
Byt this Lady Prefling him to it continually he. 
| I 3 pray 
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Fro omis'd at length to. believe what he ſaid, 
f She would show him one Letter to convince 
him of the falshood of Chr fins The Coun- 
teſs of Benavidez, inform'd of this good ſucceſs, 
ſent the Letter to her good Friend, who having 
Shew'd it the Marqueſs it extremely diſturb'd 
him. He read it over ard over, and knew it to 
be the ſame he had writ to Chriſtina, and $he 
had ſent him an Anſwer of. . He made no lon- 
ger doubr but. she had betray'd. him, and. his 
heart reproaching him for having been ſo. Jong 
fool'd by fo ingrateful a Wretch, he blindly 
reſolv'd to declare his reſentment, by wciting 
her a Letter full of Scorn and Contempr, and 
in the molt vilifying and bitter terms he could 
invent ; which he did to this purpoſe. 


He Intereff I have in your Concerns 5 tugapes 

wie to write 10.you, to furniſh you the means 

to n.ake new Sacr rij wes to my happy Rivals. But 1 
adviſe you to make good uſe of this Letter, as the 
leſt yozt ſhall receive frem me. Force your ſelf n0 
further 10: comply with me, yet aſſure your ſelf 1 
ſtrall not envy the j:: 11 prize of Salazar, for I hope you 
will revenge me of him, and will in a ſhort time 
make a ſacrifice of bim alſo to another, who could 
find « «72 your heart LO. betray the oſt ſiacere and 


7: Fu0jf Paſſionate of Lovers, 


The Marqueſs d' Ofſeyra. 
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þ 'T he Marques had no ſGoner written this 
[ter , but he gave it him who carried the 
former, charging him to be gone immediatel: 'f 
22ct EEULYEr 1 It ;« Cl riffina. " news ay apace, 
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Or, the Pemale Warriour. n= 
and the Letter was delivercd her within tw9 
days after the writing /it.” , Chriſtina was {0 
little acquainted with the language of it, 'sh# 
could - hardly believe what she read: We are 
naturally/inclin'd to be' ignorant of what we 
wish $hould*'not be, and she would fain have 
been deceiy'd, But ſeeing the Letter unque- 
ſtionably of the Marqueſſes hand-writing, anl 
knowing the Bearer to be one he confided in, 
it offended her ſo highly, she thovght it below 
her to jnftify ber ſelf againſt an Accuſation fo 
improbable and unworthy her Noble and Ge- 
nerovs Soul : And laying aſide, on the ſiticen, 
the gentleneſs and ſweetneſs of her Nature, 
che angrily told the man who waited her 
Anſwer, she would never take the pains to 
clear her ſelf to a man who thought her ca- 
pable of Falshood. And tearing the Letter in 
pieces in the preſence of him who deliver'd ir, 
She threatned to have him apprehenced for a 
Spy, if he went not away immediately, or ever _ 
ſaw her face more. =P 

As haughty and conragious as ſhe appear'd 
before the Marqueſſes man, it was not in her” 
power to over-rule the infirmity of her Sex, 
but ſhe burſt out into tears, and was torment- 
ed with a thouſand different thoughts. The 
deſpair She was in preſs'd her to take a, courſe 
that ſhould remove her for ever far enough 
from the Marqueſs.: yet a ſecret inclination 
(the cauſe whereof she knew not) render'd her 
reſolutions uncertain and ineffe&ual: 'Some« 
times She thought to retura home, but pre- 
ſently diflik'd it, as having lately receiv'd a 
conſiderable ſupply of Money, and defir'd hev- 
Il 4 Friends 
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129. The Heroine Muſqueteer : 

Friends Conſent to be married to the Marqueſs, 
which now could be of no other uſe tg-her, bur - 
to procure her the teproaches of. a Proyince 
where people naturally. love to talk of their 


_Neighboprs: A Religious Life pleas'd her as 


little, and zfter a thouſand RefleQions, finding 
none ſo agrecable to her humour as the Milita- 
Ty, She took a ſtrong reſolution to ſpend the 
xeſt of her days in Arms. | 
' While sbe was taking private order for gv- 
ing to another Town to put her ſelf in fit E. 
cuipage for War, the Marqueſs ( now his paſ- 
fion was over ) began to repent al] he had done: 
Ard having conſider'd former paſſages,'and en- 
deavcuring to find his Miſtreſs leſs guilty, he 
bethought himſelf that the man who had one 
of his Letters to carry to Chriſtina, never came 
back again, but took Arms for the French, This 
made him believe he+had fold his Letter to $4- 
[4z4r, and Ceſertcd the ſervice of his Prince,for 
fear of being punish?d . The quick return of 
tlin lie had ſent to Liſe two days before, who 
brought him the news of Chriſ/ing's indignation, , 
3 id the Anſwer ſhe had made him,confirm'd his 
Opinion of the Innocence of his Miſtreſs. He was 
upon the point of going to caſt himſelf at her 
feet ; but defirous to know the manner how 
this Letter came into the hands of his Rival, | 
he pPray'd the Duke de AZontalrs ( who was both 
their friend, and charged them never to queſt1- 
on one another ) ta go to Salazar, and intreat 
him to tell him upon the ward ofa Gentleman, 
how he came by that Letter ; aſſuring the Duke 
however it had heppen'd, he would not reſent 
fie PO THHag be might $nqy The Gearky WHeck 


Or, the Female Warvrionr. J2k- 
for other reaſons he was concern'd to be 17 
form'd of. : . 

Salazar being preſs'd by the.Duke to give a 
poſitive anſwer, was highly diſpleas'd to find 
himſelf reduc'd to ſuch a ſtrait by the indiſcre- 
tion of the Counteſs; and after a weak denial, 
was at Iaſt oblig*d to corfels to his Friend the 
' truth of the bnſineils. The Marqueſs having 
made this diſcovery by the Duke, was ready 
th die for grief, for having vpon {ſo light 
grounds ſuſpefted the fidelity of his Miſtreſs. 
This was not all his misfortune ; - for while he 
thought of going to ask her pardon, news came 
fo Braſſcls, that the Monarch of France was Y 


the Gates of the ſtrong Tower of Yalenciennes 
which he befieg'd in a ſeaſon when the Heroes 
of former Apes would have thought it impoſ- 
ſible to have an Army in the Field : Wherein 
he ſurpaſ&d the Sun ( which he hath taken for 
his Deviſe ) ſince the Froſt and the Snow which 
hinder the appearance of that Luminary, covld 

not retard for one day the courle of his Con- 
queſts. Wo 7. TS | 
_ Theſarpriſe the Spaniards were under at the 
news, was incredible. Every man had order 
to be jn readineſs; and the Marqueſs 4 Ofſeyra, 
Maſter of the Artillery, had his hands full; yer . 
- he was not ſo taken up with the buſineſs of his 
Charge, but he th-ught how to make his peace 
with his Miſtreſs. Bur how preſſing ſoever his 
paſſion was; his duty was more; and he found 
hinſelf under- the neceſſity of being content 
with writing her a Letter, which probably was 
very ſubmiſſive and kind: What it contain'd 
| canpot give you a certain account, Chriſtins 


222 The Heroine Muſqueteer : 

having' never receiv'd it: This lluftrious'Hes 
roine, who had laid her'deſign for ſerving in 
the Wars, -and promi#d: her ſelf never more 
to eatertain any paſſion but for Honour, had 
left Life, and put her ſelf into Equipage, good 
or bad ; and having joyn'd the King's Army, 
near Yalenciennes, In a Troopers Habit, and 
under her former Name S. Aubin, he made his 
Courr to the Marſhal of Luxembourg, who for- 
merly knew him;& having pray'd to be admit- 
ted to ſerve him in the quality of Ayd de Camp, 
the generous Marſhal having inclinations of 
kindneſs for thoſe who are handſom, eſpecially 
if perſons of Merit, granted his requeſt, and 
imploy'd him that very day to carry Orders 
into ſeveral Quarters of the Camp. Yalencien- 
es, Which boaſted it ſelf to have been fatal to 
the French, willing to preſerve the reputation 
it had gain'd ia the late Wars, made a vigo- 
rous detence. This happy beginning put the 
Spaniards in hopes the valour of the Inhabitants, 
afliſted with rhe rigor of the ſeafon, would give 
them time to aſſemble their forces, and expect 
thoſe of their Confederates for raiſing the Siege. 
But the renowned Monarch who belſieg'd it, 
taking notice of this vigorous reſiſtance, and 
that they were provided to endure a Formal 
Sicge, caus'd them to be attaqu'd a new way, 
wich may ſerve for an example to the Cap- 
tains in future Ages. For having made a De- 
tachment from his Army, thoſe brave Souls 
animated by the preſence and Ofders of a Ge- 
neral ſo mach Superior to others, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of all the Out-works, in open- 
Eay ; Norcan It be ſaid it was by furprize, or 
RE: 7 OO Rn. 


Org the Female Warriour. "Tx 
without reſiſtance, eight hundred men hayivg 
dy'd upon: the ſpor, in an obſtinate defence of 
their ſeveral Poſts. The \Kings Muſqueteers 
being foremaſt, of the Aſſailants, entred the 
Town pell me!l with thoſe thar fled into it. 


I ſhall not undertake to write the Great A- 


Aions done: this Remarkable Expedition , E 
leave it to the Niſtorians, whoſe butineſs it is, 


and ſhall ſpeak only of what concerns my He- - 


rpine. This Generous Perſon was always near 
Monſieur de Luxembourg, who being upon the 
ſxrvice of the day,commandcd That glorious De- 
tachment. S. Azbyz ſeeing that Worthy Mar- 
ſhal carry his Orders in Perſon throughout, 
thought the aſſiſtance of an 4yd de Camp very 
uſcleſs in ſo hot-a ſervice, and having mingled 
himſelf among the Kings Muſqueteers, he en- 
tred the Town with them, and-ſhar'd in the 
glory of ſo gprdy an Action, The Granadiers 
of the Kings Honthold, and the Regiment of 
; Guards following the next moment, the Garri- 
ſon laid down their Arms, and the Squadron of 
Horſe who were drawn up in the Marker-place 
were diſmounted, The :Townimen, who never 
expected an Aſlault of that nature, were fo a- 
maz'd to ſee the French.in the Town, that moſt 
of them retir'd into the Churches and Monaſte- 
ries to avoid.the fury of the Souldiers, 


_ While all was yet in Confuſion, ſome greedy 


S2uldiers broke into the firſt ' Houſes they met 
with; and S. Aubin ſceing no more Honour to 
be galn?d where there was no more reſiſtance, 
was marching ont of the Town ; and having 
by thes way ſpy'd ſome Souldiers entring a 
Hogſe, which probably belong'd to ſome _ 
$45 5. 4 349 Foot Cs TY FRE > * 7 1on 
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1724 The Heroine M a fauetecy + © 
ſon of Quality, his generoſity inſpir*dhim to en: 
ter among them, to prevent theirpillaging it,He 
preſently met with a young Maid, very hand. 
ſom, who all in tears thre her ſelf at his feet, 
aying him to ſave her Honour, and reſt fa. 
| tisfied with the many Goods he ſhould find in 
the Houſe, which ſhe wholly yielded up to him 
with all her heart. S. Aubin's heart melting at 
\ the diſorder and tears of the poor Maid, he 
put on a face of Anthority, and made the Soul. 
diers, partly by civility, partly by force, to 
et out of doors; and having lock'd them, pro- 
mis'd the Maid he would prote& her, and ſtay 
by her as long as ſhould be neceſſary ta fave her 
from the infolence of the Soldiers. This dif. 
courſe, which in appearance\ſhou!d have diſſi- 
pated her fears, ſerv*d only to heighten them : 
She could not imagine a man cover'd with blood, 
and with dirt ( 'twas not a ſea-for duſt ) 
fhovld have ſo much Humanity, but fancy'd he 
fay'd her from others, the better to play a Game 
for himſelf. Prepoſſeſt with theſe thoughts, 
She ſtoed at adiſtance,and in a lamentable tone 
pray'd him not to leſſen the Greatneſs of the 
ſervice he had done her, by offering her vio» 
lence to no purpoſe, being reſolved rather to 
Joſe her life, than her honour : Fear nothing, 
faith S, Aubin, were yon acquainted with me, 
and knew me better, you woald haye better 
thoughts of me- I ſtay here only tp guard you, 
and will be gone as ſoon as you command me. 
This Maids Mother was gone that morning 
to Maſs, and the Town was fo ſuddenly taken, 
ſhe had not time to return home ere ti buſi- 


neſs was done, The Father, who could -_ 


Or, the Female Warriour. T25 
find in his heart to ſee his Houſe rifted, retir'd 
into the Covert of Capucines, in company with 
ſeveral others who expetted like uſage, as ve- 
ry well knowing the Rights Victory gives them 
who take. a Town by Aſſzult. But the Serene 
Monarch of France, as full of Clemency as Va- 
Jour, and willing the ſeaſon of the Siege, . the 
taking of the Town, and the ule of the Victory 
ſhould be equally extraordinary, ſeat in Mon- 
fieur de Lowvoy, who by mentioning the Kings 
Name, preſencly ſtaid the fury of the Soldiers, 
and within a quarter of an hour caus'd better 


' Orders to be obſerv'd in Yalexciennes taken by 


Aſſault, than had been obſerv'd by the Enemies 
at three daysend in Treves,ſurrender'd by Com- 
polition, *Tis cafie: to gueſs what a pleaſant 
ſurprize it was to the [nhabitants, when creep- 
ing out of their lurking holes, and places of 
iefuge, inſtead. of ſmoaking ruines thy expe- 
Qed to ſee, they found houſes very well fur- 
niſh'd, and in the ſame condition they had let 
them ; and inſtead of Fire and Sword they were 
ſo juſtly afraid of, they met with Officers 
coming into their houſes with Gold and Silver 
in their hands to-pay for what they wanted. S. 
Aubin a while after looking out at a Wiadow, 

ſaw all thiags quiet by the indefaticavle cares 


of the Miniſter I have nad : And having ob- 


| ſerv'd the Shops of that great. City begin to o 


en, and that his fair Hoſteſs was now our of 
ear, he went out to {:-k 15 General, whom 
he found with his Majeſty, giring kan an gc 
count-of the particulars. The Parents of tie 
Maid S. Aubin had ſo generouly profeitcy! he 
Ing returg'd - home , raviltd to 57 thcir 
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426 The "Heroine Mufqueteer : t 
Davghter there, imbrac'd her with inexpreſſi- 
ble joy. The firſt tranſports of this pleaſant 
Enterview being over, ſhe made them a faith- 
ful Relation of the Obligations ſhe had to the 
brave French-maz who ſuccour'd her, and de- 
clard the circumſtances of the ſervice he had 
done her. ſo much ro the life, and how free 
the 'Gentlewman appear'd from Self-Intereſt; 
that her Father conceiving it not in his power 
ſufficiently to acknowledge fo vertnous and ex. 
cellent an aQion, reſoly'd to clear himſelffrom 
being lyable to an imputation of ingratittide 
and ipent two whole days in ſearching (though 
in'vain) for his Danghters Dcliverer in the Ci- 
ty and Camp. . Having heard the Kings Muſ- 
queteers had firſt enter'd the” Fown, he pre- 
{ently fanci'd the man he lookU'for might be 
one of them.. But. having* acquarnted his 
Davehter wnh his thoughts,\andtold her the 
Mufquerecrs were Red-coats, ſhe preſently un- 
deceiy'd him,by affyring him; her Pioteftor was 
in a Habit of a different: cotonr, © Thoſe who 
are good natur'd, will eafily gueſs'whar a tor- 
ment it was to thoſe grateſul perſons nor to 
find him they held themſelves ſo mach oblig'd 
t: They were vext at the heart they conlt 
not have ſav'd their Goods without 'being in- 
fratefu], and reſolved tv make new ſearch for 
the man, when S, Abiz curions to know! who 
She was, he had been ſo happy to ſave fron the 
fury of the Souldiers, entered the Hopſe by a 
Back-door, the yery ſame he entred by at firft. 
He cro{s'd a little Yard, and found himſelf 
juſt in the Room ofa young Servant maid, who. 
not fully recover*dof her frightstheday _— 
as' 


O .r, the Ecarale Warricur. 127 | 
was {o troubled to ſee a; Stranger in, her Cham» 
ber, that ſhe, ſet vp her throat, and with the 
loudneſs of her cries drew all the-Houſeto her. 


They had certainly taken him for a;Robber, . 


had not his good meen, and his Habit, which 
was very decent, made them think him no ſuch 
man. They look'd on him with aſtonishment, 
and knew not how to begin ſpeaking to-him, till 
the Daughter of the Honſe came in after thereſt, 
and knowing S. Aubin's face, cry'd out, Thats 
ſame was her Guardian Angel, and ſtood at his El- 
bow in a.tranſport of joy with the ingenuity and 
innocence of a true Flemiſh Girl. The Father and 
Mothey as ſenſible as their Daughter of ſo hap- 
py a rencontre, ravish'd with joy to find them- 
{clves-under thoſe ſtrong obligations to ſo love- 
ly a Gentleman, imbrac'd him with. that afte- 
tion. and kindneſs may- better be underſtood 
than expreſt. The Father made him an offer of 
what part he, pleas'd of his Goods, owning he 
held them of him, by whoſe bounty and good- 
neſs alone they were ſtill his. The Mother,who 
had not yet ſp:ke a word, interrupted her Huſ- 
band, teVing him, that in giving the Gentleman 
part of their Gocds; they paid him only in part 
for the ſervice he had done them : But ſince he 
had preſeryed ary-Arne their Daughter, dea- 
rer to them than all the treaſures of theworld, 
It was bat reaſonable to recompence ſo conſt- 
derable a good Office to the full, by intreating 
him to marry her.; adding, ſhe was their only 
Child, and that they had deny'd her to Wife 


to one of the beſt-Gentlemen in their Covntry.” 


The Father applauded his Wites Propcſals, and 
Mary- Anne gave conſent by her _.- 
; wino 


128 The Heroine Muſqueteer * 


Who was not altogether ſo haſty, anſwer'd theſs 
offers with a gs deal of Civility, and gave 
them thanks 

done for him. The modeſty of his atſwer height. 
ned their kindneſs, and made them more eager, 
and put him to no ſmall trouble to reſiſt their 
- preſſing ſolicitations, 

After Jong diſcourſe, S. Aubin being call'd 
away Wy his Imployment, was going off with 
promiſe to ſee them again ; but his infendeq 
Father-in-Iaw looking upon 'bim already as his 
Son, would not run the hazard of ſeeking him 
in vain, as he had done, overall the Army, but 
bore him company to his Quarters. By the way 
he gave him an account what a conſiderable E- 
ftate he had, and forgot not to acquaint him 
with the Perſonal Merits of his Danghfer, and 
' The Quality of her Suitors. S. Abi defirons to 
put the thoughts of Marriage out.of -his head, 
took occation to tell him, 1t- wonld be oreat 
wrong to the Fair Mary- Anne to be married to 
a Stranger, who had nothing to truſt to bur his 
Sword, and muſt needs make her unhapqy, by 
being ford the morrow after his Maraiage to 
follow the Camp, and leave her. The prate- 
ful Father was ſo far from being diſcourag'd by 
theſe Reaſons, that having highly commended 
St. Arbin for his modeſty, he imbracd him a- 
gain, and with wonderful frankneſs told hirn, he 
thought himſelf rhe happieſt man on Earth for 
having 1t In his power to contribute tothe ma- 
king the Fortune of a Gentleman of ſo'ſingular 
Worth. With that they 'parted', and the Fa- 


ther, when return'd home, gave there an account 


of his diſcourſe with S. Aubin, magnifying _ 
S 


r the Honour they wonld have 
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gvod Fortune of his Daughter, 'now likely to 
be the Wife of a Gentleman, the handſomeſt, 
the leaſt buffiſh, and the beſt humour'd 'of any 
in France. | | | | 
The mean time the ViAotious Monarch /ha+ 
ving given order for the reparations neceflary 
for the ſafety of the p}ace,decamped a few days 
after ; and St. {bin going to take leave of thoſe 
who had ſo much kindneſs for him, the whole 
Family was extremely ſurpriz'd to ſee hin vps 
on going. To be rid of them, he told them, he 
was under an indiſpenſable neceſlity to follow 
the Army the beginning of the Campagne, vp- 
on pain of loſtag the little Honour he had gain'd, 
and the eſteenviof all that knew him; yet to ſa- 
tice their importuniries, he promis'd in-ſone 
time-to-Tame and! refreſh himſelf at their houſe 
for a, mofith;-- The Mother taking notice he ſaid 
not a word of Marriage, ask'd himiifheintend- 
ed. nat. to be their Son-in-law.' : $. Aubin - hav< 
ing thank'd them for the Honour: they would 
have done-hith, repeatedalmoft the very words 
he:had faid-to the Father on the like accafion: 
But being defir'd ro ſpeak more-poſitively, he 
anſwer'd'in general terms, he. had never yet 
thought 'of Marriage ; that in truth he found 
himſelf very averſe from it, and would adviſe 
them-to.loſeznq: Lime for fſetling their Daughs 
ter, The Parents offended ar the Anſwer, 
thought he flighted their Daughter. S. Aubire 
perceiv'd it, -and knowing they were troubled 
at 2t; he took hjs occaſton to ſpeak of Marys 
Auze with all imaginable eſteem zndireſpett £ 
But ſeeing they were not perſwaded his diſ- 
courſe was lincere, he was at laſt forc'd, for 
| _ KK | their 
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their ſatisfaction, to make them a promiſe 
C which they defir'd of him ) that he would 
never marry any other Maid but 2fary- Anne. 
The Father preiented -him with a very fine 
Horſe, which he. was oblig'd to accept, to a- 
void utterly diſguſting them : And having ta- 
ken his leave, after. a thouſand imbraces, S. 
Arnbir got agam to the Army. 

All Ezrope had their eyes fixt on the march 
ef that victorious Army ; ſome betiev'd, that 
after-an advantage which appear'd rather the 
work and fruit of an intire Campagne, than a 
Conqueſt of fifteen days, the King would have 
returin'd to S.Germain to refreſh himſelf after fo 
great Fatignes. eſpecially when his*Majefty had 
News from all parts of the' motions of the 
Prince of Grange, to join his Troops with thoſe 
of the Spaniards, with deſign to oppoſe his Ma- 
jelties undertakings. . But that great Monarch 
not us'd to quit his delicious Palaces, to-end a 
Campaegne by the taking of one Town, how 
important ſoever,. doubled the ſurprize and 
aſtoniſhment of the World, by pouring his 
Forces upon Cambray,the ſame which the Empe- 
ror: Charles the. Fifth had fottified with ſomuch 
care and expence, the laſt Age, to heighten 
the Trophies of that Great, that' Wiſe and 
Generovs King, though the 'Emperour, when 
he fortifi'd-it; deſign'd it the Bull-wark of the 
Low-Conntries, and Cittadel of: France, as the 
Spaniards inthe late times called it. © 

- While the greateſt part of ' Exrope was diffe- 
rently concern'd/ for ſo famous'a Siege, S. Ar 
bin was bukie in the ſervice of his General witi 
extraordinary aſſiduity and. care, far gy 

The 
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the uſual rate of Ayds de Camp, which the Mar” - 
ſhal de Luxembourg fo well approv'd of, that he 
choſe to imploy him before any other. "The 
City of Cambray being reduc'd to capitulate, . 
the Governour , before he would retire into. 
the Cittadel, deſir'd ſome fayour ( the parti- 
colars I know not) in behalf of rhe Wives of 
the principal Officers. Monſieur de Lnxen- 
boarg teing np9n the ſervice of the day in the 
Treaches, and concern'd in that Negotiation, 
ſent S. Aubin to Complement the Ladies from 
him. He enter'd the City for that purpoſe z 
and having learnt that ſeveral of theſe Wox 
men were retir'd into a. Monaſtery, he went 
thither ; and ſeeing twoofthreeamongf them, 
to whom all the reft patdextraordinary reſpe@, 
he made up to them to ſpeak to, them, He had 
ſcarce begun," but he perceiv'd he ſpoke to the 
Countefs 4c Benavidez, who had follow'd her 
Husband to Cambray, where his Regiment was, 


$8: Aubin, though ſurprizd at the ſight of her 


endeavonr'd to recoyer_ himfelf; and would 
have made an end of his Complement : But the 
Counteſs, who preſently knew him, would ffot 
give him time, but imbrac'd -him with ſuch a 
tranſport, as ſcandaliz'd the Company , this 
Lady, who always lov'd $S. Aubin, having then 
forgot her Je2Þufie that made her hate Chri/t;- 
#a, They ſpent ſome fime in private diſcoorſe z 
and S: Abin having told her what great reaſon 
he had to complain - of the Marqueſs de Offeyta, 
the Counteſs who had ſo great a hand inſerting 
them at variance, was glad at the heart*tvo 
hear the News, 'and pretending her ſelf much 
toncerr'd'for her, pray'd*herto ſhew her the 
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quarrelling Letter he had injuriouſly ſent her, 
S. Aubin having torn it, coul. not fatisfhe her 
deltre, bur rold. her the ſuyſtarce of it, aſſhr- 
ing her jt had occation d her taking Arms a- 
freſh, with a reſoi\ution not to-entertain any 
paſlipn. zur for Honour and Renown. The 
Countets woold gladly have continued this dif- 
courſe, but fearing the Company, would take it 


111, ſhe pur an end to it, teiling them this Gen- 


tleman having been Priſoner the laſt year at 


Bruſſels, had done her the Honour to viſit her. 


oft?n.  S. 4«b'n_ having confirm'd what the 
Counreis had ſaid, retir'd, having offer'd them 
2il the ſervice in . his power to obtain the fa- 
vour they diir'd ; which he perform'd fo well, 
that the Ladies were ſatish*d , and gave him 
thanks by Letter, 

_. The Kiag deſirous his Subje&ts of the Pro- 
viace of Beulozmozs, might. he eas'6 of the conti- 
nual Incurſions of the Garriſon of S. Omer, 


and by his reducing that place might. injoy the 


redreſs his Majeſty intended Ptcardy by the 
taking.of Cambray, and the quiet. all the reſt 
of the Provinces of his Realm are bleſt with in 
the heat of War, his Majeſty, ordered: a Body 


of an Army to he.formed under-the Commend | 


of his Worthy Brother for beſigging S. Omer, 
Lhe ſame time he lay, before Cambray. This 
Enterprize appear'd; ſo great, that Strangers 
doubted the ſucceſs ;, and the Spaniaxds, who 
veiy-well knev the Itrength . of, thoſe places, 
and how well rhcy were provided-of. neceſa- 
ries for a long reſiſtance, made no.great hate 
at firſt to ſend their. Saccours.: But frighten'd 
by the example of Yalengiennes, they us'd Fn 

E LITO ordl- 
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ordinary diligence to join their Troops to 
thoſe of the Prince of Orarge, In order to ral> 
ſing the Siege of S. Ozer. The King, having 
notice of their motizns, ard forſecing their 
deſign, made a Detachment our. of his Army, 
which be ſentunder the Command of Monſieur 
de Luxembourg, 1n aid of the Duke of Orlezns 
before S. Oner. | 

While Monſieur de LdS Hikes was condu- 
Qing his Detachment with kis "Uſual activity 
and vigilance, S. Aubia , who follow'd him 
ſtill, and animated by che happy ſucceis cf the 
Kings Arms, and the Marſhals liuſtrions ex- 
ample, fortify'd his reſolution of continuing 
in Arms, had by his diligence fo far gain'd the 
eſteem of his General, that. he took particular 
notice of him, and imp! !oyd him on all re- 
markable occaſions. This drew on S. dubin 
the envy of his Comrades, particularly a 
young Gentleman, whoſe ether good quali- 
ties prevail with me to conceal his right 
Name, and to give him that of &/c-mo:d. This 
young 'Gentlemap, jealons of the kind nſage 
S. Axbin receiv'd from the General Officers, 
and looking on him as an Upſtart, and a very 
raw Suuldier, let fall on ſeveral occaſions ſome 
ſharp language apalnſt him, $S. Arbin, who 
wag naturally good humour'd, and had a very 
Inſinuating way, perceiving his diſguſt, endea- 
vour'd to gain him by-fair means, Courting 
him every day, and omitting nothing that 
might oblige him to anſwer his kindneſs 
by ſoine evidence of affeftion. Richmond had 
the 111 nature to attribute S. Arbir's Civi- 
ties and obliging Carriage to his weakneſs, 
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and fear of quarrelling with him.This made him 
more inſolent, ſo that he purpoſely affronted 
him on ſeveral occaſions, reproaching him of- 


ten with his Womans Face , and telling him 


a Martial-ſouvl ſeldom lodg?d in ſo delicate a 
boby. S. Asbin finding wimfelf touch*d in fo 
nice a Point, could not forbear bluſbing at his 
reproaches; but willing to decline the noiſe of 
a quarrel,endeavour'd to put off all with a Jeſt, 
which did but incourage Richmond to be worſe 
than before. At laſt S. Aubin, urgd by fre. 
quent perſecutions, and ſenſible he could no 
longer conceal his reſeatment, without expo- 
ſing himſelf to continual affronts, he took his 
time to find him alone, and tell him he was a 
weary of his Ratleries,nor would endure them 
any longer, but pray*d him, once foral}, to put 
an end to them; otherwiſe he:.ſhould be 
oblig'd to let him ſee, he knew how to revenge 
I;o0:felt, rhough unacquainted with the ways 


of giving affronts. Richmond made ſmall ac- 


count of this diſcourſe, bur fell again to his 
old way of Jcering. ' S. Aubiz met him oneday 
on his march, and taking bis Piſtol in his hand, 
told him, he was now reſolv'd to keep his word 
with him. Rich-zond having put himſelf in a 
poſture of defence, S, Aubin diſcharging his 
Piſtol, woruded big? in the arm he held his Pi- 
ſtol by. Richmond being diſabled, S. Avrubin 
making vſe of his advantage, laid his other Pl- 
ftol to h:s breaſt, rhreatning te kill him, un- 
leſs he would beg his life. Richmond obſtinat- 
ly refuling, S. A#b/z infiled owt no further, 
bat told him, bis obftinacy ſhould not make 
kim forget to be gcenerons, Preſently _ 
Y Hh ' Ow I they 
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they were parted by ſome Horſemen that over- 
' took them, The Marſhal of Zaxembourg hav- 
ing heard of the Combat, causd them hoth to 
be arreſted ; and having carefully inquir'd into 
the cauſe of the quarrel, he heard only in pe- . 
neral, that S. Aubin was the Aggreſſor. This 
ſurpriz'd him the more, as having ever known 
him of a ſweet and peaceable hun ur; which 
made him believe, he came not to theſe extre- 
mities without great provocation : So that he 
reſolv'd to know the bottom of the buſineſs, 
and found S. Aubin had made uſe of all fair 
means In his power to win over his Adverfary 
(but all to no purpoſe ) before he had ingag?d 
him. Richmond was blam'd for it, and Mon- 
fieur de Luxembourg unwilling he ſhould ſerve 
any longer under him, ſent him to Perroz, un- 
der pretence of having his wound curd, though 
'twas very light. The Combat provid much 
to S. Avbins advantage, the General eſteeming 
him the better fort; and the other Ads ge 
Camp finding *twas ill jeſting with him, forbore 
their Rallerlies. _ 

Monſieur de Luxcmbourg was by this time ar- 
riv'd before S. Omer, jult as AMonfieur was pre- 
paring to quit his Lines to go meet the Enemy, 
thongh far more numerous, The ſuccour cames- 
ſo ſeaſonably, that hoth Armies being ingag'd, 
and that of the Confederates were entirely de- 
teated: The particulars of the Battel have been 
already ſo faithfully and fully related, I ſhall 
not attempt writing what is better done to my 
hand by another ; the very relations made of 
it by the Enemy, attribute all the advangage 
and glory of it to the Valiant Philip de France, 
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who was every where preſent; reviving their 
courage whou began to give ground, and anji- 
mating the whole Army by his Example and 
Orders, a | 

S. Aubin having ſtill had a longing defire to 
ſee a Battel, was heartily glad of being at this, 
the ſeveral Orders he had from his Gene- 
ral to carry.through the Army, gave him the 
occalion to ſatisfie himſelf to the full, and ro 
be preſent where the Victory was molt ſinartly 
diſputed. Happening to be at the defeat of 
a Spaniſh Battallion of Foot, our of his natutal 
abborrence of bloudfſhed, he fav'd the lives of 
two Officers, under pretence of carrying then 
Priſoners to Monſieur de Luxembourg : And 
having ask'd them ſeveral queſtions about the 
condition of their Army, and what Generals 
they had, he found the >paniards made a Body 
apart, pucer the Command of the Marqueſs at 
' Offtyra. $. Arbin was 10 troubled at the Name, 
he ſtood mute for ſome time. He was think- 
ing at firſt to ſeek him out, and demand ſatis- 
fiction with his Arms in his hand for the out- 
rage he conceiy'd he had receiv'd from him ; 
but he had ſcarce fram'd his deſign, bur he felt 
his hea: t fail him, and more concern'd for the 
nerfon of the Marqueſs than it could be for an 
Enemy. He did what he could to ſuppref 
3nd get rid of that unſeaſonabie tenderneſs, 
but all would not do, his heart ſtill bankered 
after News of the Marqueſs, and was ſtrong]y 
beat to ſave his lite, it poſſible, | 
While St. Avbin continn'd under theſe un- 
certainties, the King's Vidorious Brother 
taking his advantage of the diſorder and = 
pct- 
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ſternation the Enemies were in, commanded 
Mounſieur de Luxembourg to purſue them with 
ſome Squadrons: And with _ fore- 
ſight , his Royal Highneſs fent ocher Troops 
to poſleſs themſelves of the Poſts, by. which 
the Enemies, though routed, might have at-_ 
tempted the relief of St. Omer. The Duke of 
Luxembourg the mean time being in purſuit 
of the Enemy, and perceiving the Dragoons 
(who ſhculd have follow'd him ) lag behind, 
and buſie themſelves in taking Priſoners, which 
would but hinder the-ſervice of the day, he 
fent S. A*bin with Orders for them to march, 
and to kill all. their Priſoners. S. Aubin car- 
ried theſe Orders, but with ſ:me reluctance; 
yet know ning it His duty to obey, not diſ- 
pute the Orders of his Genera], he carried 


' themwith his ordinary diligence ; and had no 


ſooner approach'd the Dragoons but he diſ. 
cern'd the Marqueſs de Offeyra among the Pri. 
ſoners, which troubPd him bey--nd expreſſion, 
The Officer who commanded the Dragoons, 
ſeeing an Ayd de Camp coming towards them . 


'a gallop, made no doubt hut he brovght or- 


ders; and having advanced a little way to 
receive them, St. Aubin concealing to hig 
power the ſurpriſe he was in, without loſs 
of tive, he made uſe -of that readineſs of 
wit incident to thoſe of the Sex, and told 
the Officer, that the Marſhal de Luxembourg 
demanded a Priſoner, nam'd the Marqueſs de 
Ofſeya 5 As for the reſt, they ſhould be put 
to the Sword, and the Dragoons to march up 
to the Troops, in purſuit of the Enemy. The 
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Order was preſently obey'd, and the Marquels 
conlign'd into the hands of S. Aubin. whom he 
follow'd ſome paces on foot, not able to com- 
prehend by what good fortune he had eſcap'd 
the fate of the” reſt of the Priſoners. The 
Counteſs of Bazavidez. had told him Chriſtina 
was in the French Army, which madehim reſolve, 
after the loſs of the Battel, to expoſe himſelf 
where he might be made Priſoner, in hopes by 
that means to have a ſight of his dear Heroine. 
The thought of this flatter'd' him fo pleaſant- 
ly, that he had not yer caft his eyes on his De- 
liverer, being over-Joy'd with his having e- 
ſcap'd the danger he fear'd of dying with 
grief, for want of an opportunity to clear him- 
ſelf to his Miſtreſs. This joy was bat ſhort ; 
for S. A:binr to carry on -his deſign to (the nt- 
moſt, clapt a Piſtol to the Marqueſles. Breaſt, 
1 hid him prepare for death. This troubled 
t-: Marqueſs more now than it would have 
tone on another occaſion ;, and not able to 
Maſter his paſſion on the ſudden, he reproach'd 
S. Awin with his cruelty, in making. him 
janemſh ſo long, when he had refolvd: 
to kill im. But reviving_himfelf; I will die 
C ſays he ) contentedly, if, yon will give me 
your word.to look out in your Army a Cava- 
lier who go2s under the Name of S. Aubin, and 
tell him, the Merqueſs de Offeyra thonghtupon 
kica ro the laſt moment of his life, and had 
ſome pleaſure 1n his death, as having been oc- 
cafion'd by the Lnve he had for him. He hxt 
his eye the while on him he ſpoke to, and be- 
garkto remember himſelf, when S. Aubia being 
en this occafion more Cyriſtina. than S. 4, 
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and having had much ado to att this part with 
her Lover, diſmounted , and exprelt by her 
tears the paſſion of her heart, with greater E- 
1Joquence than the belt Qraror on Earth conl( 
have done it. The Marqueſs by this time 
knowing Chriſtina was his Deliverer, was fo 
deeply affe&ed with this new O ligation, that 
he ſtood ſeiz?d with a pleaſant amazement at 
the goodneſs of his Mittrels, at a time when 
ſhe had fo great reaſon to be angry with him. 
Yet as joyful as he was for having found her 
again in ſo extraordinary a manner, when he 
call to mind he had given her caule of offence, 
ir almoſt diſtracted . him and not able to in- 


dure the miſery of that condition, he beg'd | 


ker pardon, in terms ſo ſubmiſſizely paſſionate, 
that it, was readily granted him, before explis 
cation-made of the myſtery of the Letter which 
had caugd that diſorder. 

"They. had ſcarce underſtood one another , 
-dut they tound themſelves hemm'd in by a Bo- 
dy of Spanijh Horſe, which the Date af one 
ztalto had ſent to reſcue his Friend ont of the 
hands of the French, The Marqueſs was ſo full 
of Idea's of Love, and appear'd fo little con- 
cern'd for a liberty he was no longer Maſter of, 


that he wag not yet ſenſible of his good fortune , | 


when the Dnke of AMomalto, who had giyen 
him up for dead, or a Priſoner, inbracd him 
with all th2 marks of joy, a true Friend could 
expreſs on ſuch an accation. The Duke ſee- 
ing him out of humour, and muling, imputed 
it to the il} ſucces of their Enterpriſe, 
andthinking to comtort him ſaid, their loſs 
was agg ſo great perhaps as they fear'd it Kh: 
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the ſudden, and aſſur'd him they had taken 
a conſiderable number of Priſoners. He ob- 
ſery'd, in the mean time, the Marqueſs had 
his eye fixt on S. Aubin, which obliz'd the 
Duke to adviſe him to fend away that Priſoner 
with the reſt, and not trouble himſelf with 
taking charge of him. | I owe my life and my 
my liberty, ſays the Marqueſs to- his 
Generolity ; but theſe are the leaſt of my Ob- 
ligations to him, and the weakeſt reaſons I 
have to ſhare fortunes with him;and thenjudge 
you what reaſon I have to ſee him well us. 
This Diſcourſe awaken'd the curioſity of the 
Duke, and made him look more earneſtly than 
before on S. Azbin, whom after a ſhort view 
he knew to be the fair Chriſtina he had ſeen at 
Bruſſels, and was no ſtranger to her extraor- 
_ dinary Adventures. He gave his Friend joy of 
his good fortune , and being well acquainted 
with the paſſion he had for her, he eaſily ima- 
gin'd they had many things to ſay to one ano- 
ther, and diſcreetly retreated, on pretence of 
fetching up the Straglers of his Troops. 
Thovgh the day of the loſs of a Battel may 
be thought a time very improper for a General 
Officer to buſie himſelf with matters of Love, 
the Marqueſs could not forhear entring into a 
large diſcourſe, to clear all miſunderſtandings 
between him and his Miſtre6G. After a thou- 
| fand reciprocal aſſurances of loving one an2- 
ther for ever, Chriſtina repreſented to him the 
incovenienct:s ſh2 expos d her ſelf to, by being 
diſcover'd by ſeveral Officers, as ſhe had been 
by the Dnke de AMonralto,, and made him fo 


ſenſible of the injary it would do them _ 
an 
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and what a trouble it would be to her to be the - 


ſubje& of diſcourſe for a whole Army, that 
the Marqueſs perſwaded by ſo convincing rea- 


ſons, conſented at laſt ſhe ſhould return to the , 


French Camp,having faithfully promis'd him ſhe 
would preſently retire, to Paris quit an imploy- 
ment ſo unſuitable to her bex, and pur her ſelf 
into a Covent till the end of the Campagne,and 
that ſhe would then marry him ; it being ber 
defire to delay it ſo long, that ſhe might do it 
with more decency, 1he Marqueſs in Perſon 
guarded her as far-as he could, and then orde- 
red a Trumpet to bring her ſafe into the Camp, 
'The General was in pain for S. Aubin when he 
arriz?d, and had fent into ſeveral Quarters to 
| inquire what was become of hun - He told tim, 
he had had the misfortune to be taken Priſo- 
ner ; and that he was let go upon his Parol, 
Monſieur. de Luxembourg beltev'd him, and pro- 
mis'd to ſend the Spaniards a Priſoner In Ex- 
change. | 

The morrow. after the Battel, Mounſieur to 
make his Victory compleat, by taking S. Omer,, 
return'd to his Camp. before the place, and 
preſs?d it. ſo vigoroully,that they were glade to 
Capitulate before he was Maſter of the Coun- 
terſcarp: And S. Axbin had the pleaſure to be 
In imployment about his General, the day the 
place was ſurrendred, as he had been at the 
taking of Yalenciennes and Cambray, Monſieur 
de Luxembourg baviug had the good Fortune to 
Command the ſervice of the day, when every 
of thoſe places was ſurrendred. 

Three of the moſt conſtderable places of the 
Low-Countries reduc'd under the Kings Obedi- 
| ence 
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 Enice, 2 ereat Battel won, wherein the Forces 
of two great Potentates were defeated ; z and all 
this in the height of Winter, and in lefs than 
fix Weeks time, are Prodigies Poſterity wil] 
have ſcarce Faith to believe - Yet hardly any 
were ſurpriz'd at the News, though very ſur- 
prizing.; all who had. heard of the King's 
Marching in Febrrary, having expectated A&- 
ions alrogether extraordinary { And we may 
truly ſay of him, he hath taught rhe World 
not to be' amaz « at his extraordinary perfor- 
mances, His Enemies do him right in that par- 
ticular. The Conrt of Spain was in ſome Con- 
ſternation at the News, the wiſe Prince, who ts 
Prime Miniſter there, having heard ſome 
Grandees fyeak of it with ſurprize , and at- 
tributine-rhe fncceſs of the Rings Arms: to his 
good Fortune, interrupted their diſcourſe, to 
tell them, his ſucceſs depended more/on "his 
Conduct and Mei it, than on his good Fortine. 
When S. Omer's was taken, the King put{ his 
Troons into Quarters of Refreſhment , until 
bhe ordinary feaſon for drawing them into the 
Field :* And moſt of the General Officers went 
to-taſte the pleaſures of. Paris, The Marſhal 
of £1xev017g being of the number, S. Aubin 
to perforin the Promiſe made to the Marqueſs, 
would nt ſc fo favourable an occaſion of ac- 
companying the Marſhal to Parzs:He found him- 
ſelf by the way-ingeg%d in'an Adventure exrra- 
ordinary, a9/thoſe he had formerly met with. 
The Date'of .L:x:mbo; rg and Count Lowvigry 
g9 10 to tocether for Paris, the Baron d” Angoſſe, 
who has 1 dependance npon -the-Connt, tlaring 
m their March taken notice of S. Aubin's Coun- 
tenance, 
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tenance, thought he had ſeen him, but could 
not remember the time, or the place : He took 
occaſion one day to tell him, he: had ſeen him 
before. S. Aubin bluſhing at it, made 4 An- 
goſſe more inquiſitive, Having rack'd his me- 


mory a good while , he bethought himſelf at. 


laſt this Ayd de Camp had the Ayr of a Man he 
had ſeen at Mouſieur Strasburg's at a Ball the 
year. before, whom he had taken for MMadamei- 
ſelle de Meyrac: the only thing that puzFd him 
was, that Man was a Fleming, and the Duke of 


Luxembourg's People aſſur'd him , this was a 


Frenchman, and had ſerv'd among the Muſque- 
teers. This put him upon a ſecond addreſs to 
S. Aubin, to pray him to tel] him ſeriouſly, if 
he was not the ſame Perſon who was in Maids 
habit when he miſtook him for a Gentlewo- 
man of Bearn. S. Aubin perplex'd to find him fo 
cloſely and butily curious,, thought it better 
confeſs he had been diſguiz'd in Maids Cloaths, 
than give him occcaſion, to diſcover he had 
been diſguiz'd in Mans Apparel, 4' Argoſſe 


having learnt what he ſo much long'd to know, - 


told him,they might have very good ſport when 
they.came to Pari:; and that if he would but put 
on Womans Cloaths, he ſhould eaſily paſs for 
Madamoiſelle de Aeyrac, by the help he would 


give him, to put a Trick on his Countrymen, 


which would be excellent diyertiſement. S. 
Aubin promis'd him all he defir'd; both ar- 
riy'dat Paris extremely well fatisfied, D' Angofſe 
tickled with the Torceit of his Projeats, and 


S. Aubin glad at heart to get rid of his Impor- 
tunities, 
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S ſoon as S. Aubin was return'd to Pa- 

rzs, he thought of nothing more than 
torhrow oft a Diſguiſe had occaſion'd 
him ſo many troubleſom Adventures. He had 
2 Deſign to reſume the Habit of his Sex ; but 
anding himſelf engag'd in Buſineſs for ſettling 
his Aﬀairs, which he might at with more Free- 
dom and Convenience in Man's Habit, he re- 
folv'd to reſpire for ſome time his putting on 
the Petricoat.,, The Morrow after his Arrival 
one brgught him a Ser of Ribbands, which 
did not pleaſe him, who had retain'd 1o much 
of the Humour of the Sex whoſe Habit he had 
' put off, that he was very curious of his Dreſs, 


and wenr in Perſon to the Palace to make 
L 2 - choice 


. 
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choice of Ribbands to his Mind. Having a 


tisfy'd his Curioſity, he retir'd in Company 


with a Man who quarterd with him : As he 
paſs'd through the great Hall, the Bookſellers 
taking notice of his Souldier's Habit, thought 
| he might have a Fancy for ſome Book treating 
of Matters of War, and ſhew'd him ſeveral, 
of which he made no Account : As he was ha- 
ſting away to get rid of their Importunities, 
they told him, he muſt needs buy the Heroine 
Muſqueteer : The Title was 10 extraordinary, 
it awaken'd his Curioſity, that he went to a 
Shop, and taking the Book in his Hand, open'd 
it with that haſte, they might eafily fee, by 
his Eagernefs, the impatient Defire he had to 
read it : Having run over the firſt Leaf, and 
tound it was the Story of his Life, he bluſh'd: 
When he came to the Relation of his Brother's 
Death, he turn'd pale ; and all the Wit he had 
was little enough to conceal the Aſtoniſhment 
he was under upon reading a Paſſage he was 
ſo much concern'd in. His Companion obſer- 
ving him change Colour, thought him not well, 
and entreated him to go'to his Quarters, and 
let alone thoſe Books, which he might better 
ſee another time. But S. Azbin was ſo bufie a 
reading, that he minded not his Companion, 
but read on with incredible eagerneſs. His 
Companion obſerving him 1@ intent on the 
Book, ſnatch'd it out of his Hand, and told 
him it was Dinner-rime. Being much preſs'd 
by his Friend, he conceal'd his Surprize, and 
went along with him, having firſt bought the 
Heroine Muſqueteer, and lome other _—_ 
whic 
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which he took not out of any mind he had to - 
read them, bur to prevent being ſuſpected for 
- the concern he appear'd in for the Heroine 
Muſqueteer, had he bought it alone. When 
they came to their Lodging there was very 
good company ; but S. Aubn impatient to read 
out his Story, withdrew into a Corner of the 
Hall, to go on with the Book while the Meat 
was ſerv'd 'in, and was hardly perfwaded to 
give over till after Dinner. His Companion 
taking notice of his earneſtneſs and. haſte tro 
read over this Book, took occaſion to ' railly 
him for his Curiofity. An Abbot who was in 
company , mingled in_ diſcourſe with them, 
. Having ſpent much time at Paris (where 'he 
wore a {tarch'd Band, which he rook more care 
to change than his ſorry diſcourſe) he had the 
arrogance to take upon him to decide and' c#n- 
ſure all matters whatever; and told S.Avbz he 
was to blame for being ſo much taken wich'the 
reading of that: Book, being but the Rzlation 
of a rambling Wench, whom the Author had 
transform'd into a Heroine, ' A young Magueſs 
who lodg'd in the Houſe, interrupting the-Ab- 
| bot, ſaid he was much ſurpriz'd at his diſconſe; 
a Muſqueteer his Kinſman, having aſſur'd tim 
he knew the Maid, and had been an Eye-wik 
neſs of her brave ations: The reſt of the com- 
_ pany took part with the Marqueſs, and the 
Abbot who lov'd not to be contradicted, main- 
tained what he had ſaid with more obſtinacy - 

than reaſon. They came to high words on 

| both fides, and the Marqueſs had almoſt for- 
got all reſpe& ro the Abbot. 5, Aubin was 
- L 3 the 


150 The Heroine Muſqueteer + Or, 


the. only Perſon had not declar'd:- himſelf; and 
though glad ar the heart to ſee the Abbor 
worlled, he thought himſelf oblig'd to endea- 
your to reconcile: them, fince he had occafion- 
ed the quarrel. He intreated them all, not to 


. 
» 


' be 5 much concern'd for a thing they were 


not afſur'd of; adding, .he had heard ſpeak of 
that Maid, and that her ConduQ was not to 
be blam'd : As for him, he was not ſurpriz'd 
at the common injuſtice of Men, who. will not 
admit a Woman capable of performing aQons 
of Valour, bur. make it their bufinels to cry 
them.down, upon the:account of weakneſſes u- 
ſually. incident to Women, though it cannot 
be: deny'd there are great Souls in thar, as in 
the other Sex. The good Meen of 5. Aubin 
gave; new Floquence to his diſcourſe, which 
was applauded by al; and the Abbot, who 
was tldom us'd to yield, confeſs at laſt, that 
if the Story was. nat altogether true; - it, was 
at keaf: very. probable.: When . the company 
broke , ap, S. A: continued reading without 
intcrrption : And. having read the Book over, 

he reed ſeriouſly on the condition he was 
in.. He gueſs'd by. what had paſs'd at the Ta- 

ble; whar diſadvantage it was to him to have 

tle. Story of his Life -in Print, which expos'd 

iis Reputation to the different humours of the 

Readers: And faneying that probably there 

were. more of .the. Abbots opinion, he appre- 

headed it might. be-much to his prejudice ; and 
what a trouble it would be to the Marqueſs 

TY Ofteyra if he ſhould chance to know of that 


Book : This was. the refleQtion moſt afflicted 


S. az, | EY 
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As he was under this inquietude, the Mar- 
ues D* Angoſſe came into \his-Chamber, and 
nding S. Autpyi alone, ſaid; Mademozſelle, "tis 
' in vain toi-endeayour concealing your ſelf long. 
_ er; I havelearnt who'you are, and am come 
to offer you! all' the ſervice I-can dp you. Chyr- 
ftina, furpriz'd at the Complement, was forc'd 
to confeſs all;-praying him'to. keep her Couhn- 
1, and affift her in deceiving thoſe who had 
a ſufpicion'of her. © D* Angolſe, grad to be-her 
Con Sa, all the- defir'd ; afluring 
her he ſhoul&efteem himſelf. very happy - to 
have the good Fortune to conttibute-any-thing 
to her ſatisfa&ion. Company coming in, they 
chang'd their* diſcourſe : D*:4yjgoſſe preſently 
after withdrew, and taking delight in mulfing 
on what had' happen'd, h& made ſeveral re- 
fletions upon ſo extraordinary an Adventure. 
Being a' Gaſtbyn he could not' think any thing 
- too difficult, and being a 'Perfon of Quality and 
Merir, but of a 1kender Eſtate, he took a fancy 
he 'might perhaps Marry Mademorſelle de Mey- 
rac, Whom'he knew to be-a"confiderable For- 
tune : - He preſently apprehended the Marqueſs 
DY Offeyra's Paſſion to.be'a mai Obſtacle ; but 
ealily Aattering himſelt into hopes of attain- 
ing what he'fo-earneftly long'd tor, D' Angoffe 
look'd upon the Marqueſs D' Offeyra's Paſhon 
as matter -of humour, and\a'meer piece of fan- 
cy: And refolvy'd to ply Chriftiza cloſe, he fre- 
quented her 'company with great afſiduity. 'S. - 
Aubin looking upor'ras an tio of his civility, 
was not backward in returning it, making him 
2cquainted with her greateſt concerns, though 
Rs L 4 (with 


* 
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(with:'a reſervedneſs: uſual in ſuch cafes with 


— EI. 


had wit enough to. perceive D* Angoſſe's defign, . 
and. thinking : this diſcourſe a-:little too free, 
jand. having not. the patience to-endure advice 
.Þ contrary to! hex inclinations : anſwer'd, ſhe 
had already thought of this bufineſs, but that 
there are ſome, occalions People ;are unwilling 
to hear reaſon in; and contribute to their being 
.deceiv'd, though fure. to be ſo, 'and to ſmart 
for it. However that ſhe had. not the leaft 
cauſe to diſtruſt her Lover, but. was extremely 
oblig'd to him, and ſenſible he, would love her 
during life :  This;had been enough to have 
daſhed the| hopes: of any but a Bebo, whom 
'yothing can diſcourage. D' Angoſſe, notwith- 
ſtanding all he had heard, reſolv'd to purſue 
his detign. * ic | 


D* Angofe 
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I Angoſſe being one day in company with 
fome Ladies of the higheſt Quality, reading rhe 
Heroine Muſqueteer, and ſeeming concern'd at 
her Adventures; the, to oblige the Ladies, told 


them he was aftur'd the Party was at Paris. 
The Ladies (as curious as thoſe of meaner Qua- 


lity) pray'd him 'to enquire her out, and pro- 
_ .cure them a fight of her, which he undertook 
to do. The: Morrow he told 'S. Aubin all 
France tread his Story, and that he knew Per- 
ſons. of very good Quality, who expreſt much 
concern for his Fortune, rhat - it: mighr be his 
advantage to make uſe of the occaſion to en- 


2age two great Ladies in his favour. I have | 


no broken'«bufineſs to manage, ſays S. Aubin, 
that' I ſhould 'need go a begging protection; 
nor will I make my ſelf the ralk of the King- 
dom by truſting two Womens diſcretion with 
-a Secrer, which, it diſcover'd, will expoſe me 
to the raillery of all the Court: You have pro- 
mis'd to keep my Counſel, and I believe you 
will keep your word with me. D* Argoſſe, 
fearing her diſpleaſure, aſlur'd her again he 
'would never ſpeak of the matter, and that ſhe 
might rely upon him in thar particular. 

A while after the Ladies (the one being the 
Ducheſs of - —— the other the Marchioneſs 
of ———) complained to D* Angoſfe he had 
broken his word with them, - and: pray'd him to 
make new ſearch for that Maids Lodging, who 
they were aflurd was at Paris: He engag'd 
himſelf to do it, ſpeaking with ſuch an Are, 
as made them beheve his former failing was 
by wilful negle&, but that he would now al- 
h, luredly 
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ſuredly fatisfie their Curiofiry. ' He was trou:- 
bled not a little; how to bring it about: 'S. Au- 
17 had already given him ſuch. an anſwers that 
he durft not- propoſe it the ſecond time; on 
the other fide, he was: very unwilling theſe 
Ladies ſhould. have:cauſe by his failure to que- 
ftion his addreſs, a-quality thoſe of his Coun- 
try much value themſelves upon. He was loth 
to do any thing to anger S: 4zb:r, yet very de- 
{irous to oblige the Ladies: At laſt he reſolv'd 
to rid himſelf of their importunities, without 
expoſing S. Aubin. He bethought himſelf of 
the, Marqueſs of Me/ples, a young Gentleman 
of Gaſcozgn, who was then in the Academy in 
the Farxbourgs of S. German, learning his Ex- 
erciſes. This Marqueſs had a delicate Com- 
plexion, and a Countenance perfectly Femi- 
nine: D' Arngoſſe pray'd him to go along with 
him to the Tzz/eries, where he would order it 
{o he ſhould be taken for : the Heroine My/- 
queteer., Meſples having heard the Story, pro- 
mis'd to att the part. D* Angoſſe having gi- 
ven the Ladies notice, they came to the 1w/- 
teries, and feated themſelves on a Bench:D' 
Angoſſe and Meſples came (as by.chance)' and 
ſate near them, on the ſame'Bench, D' Angoſſe 
inſenfibly fell into-"diſcourſe- with the Ladies, 
who ey'd very narrowly the pretended Herome. 
They were 1o meenelft with; the opinion of 
Meſples being a Maid, that they whiſper'd one 
another they could not be miſtaken: As for 
me, ſays the Ducheſs, IT had no need of being 
told ſhe is one of our -Sex ; the fight of her 
would have convinc'd ine: Examine om her 

ace. 


The Female Warrier. 155 


Face, the diſcovery will be eaſtie. Being deep- 
' ly engagd in diſcourſe, the Ladies ſtood up, 
and went with the two Gentlemen into a 1o- 
litary Walk: The Marchioneſs not able longer 
to forbear declaring what ſhe thought ſhe was 
ſo well aflur'd of, ſaid to Me/pſes, Really, 
Sir, your diſguiſe ſerves you to little purpoſe ; 
for. upon a ſlight obſervation of your Counte- 
nance, any one may perceive you are nothing 
leſs than what you appear. Meſples atteQing 
to appear confoundedly out of Countenance at 
the diſcourſe of the Marchioneſs, ſzem'd ex- 
tremely diſorder'd, which conftirm'd the Ladies 
In their error. They had the good nature to 
take pitty upon him, and help him to recover 
himſeH, conteſling they had intelligence. from 
D* Azgoſſe, and had defir'd her acquaintance to 
offer: her their ſervices. Me/ſples very ;courte- 
ouſly - anſwer'd their civilities, bur expreſt re- 
' ſentment againſt D'-Angofje for: being 1o eafie, 
4 to diſcover the Secrer. They walk'd toge- 
ther a_while, and asKd Meſples a hundred 
quations ; Ind he had the wit to anſiver them 
o, that he came oft yery. well. The Marchio- 
neſs. -as ſure as ſhe was that Me/ples.was of 
her Sex, had a longing defire to know whether 
her Breaſts were ;not- hurt with her, wearing ſo 
ſtrait a Habit. She ask'd him the queſtion, 


and without giving time for anſwer, ſuddenly. 
unbutton'd Megples's Juſtacorps up to: his Sto? 
mach, which upon view appear'd to be a Mans. 


D' Angoſſe, who-never expeCted the Ladies 
would. be ſo ijree, was extremely -ſurpris'd-; 
And Mefples, ſecing himfelt diſcover'd, 0 A 
| | avgh- 
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laughing ſo vehemently he could not ſpeak 3 
Word. The Ladies retir'd, much offended with 

the trick put upon them. | 
The next Day D' Angoſſe went to the Du- 
cheſs's, and beg'd her Pardon a thouſand times 
for what had paſs'd ; confeſling ingeniouſly it 
had not been in his Power to keep his Word 
with them, S. Avb;7 having flatly deny'd his 
Conſent. This Confeſſion heightned the Curio. 
fity of the Ducheſs, who at the length Pardon'd 
him on Condition he would ger her a Sight 
of Chriſtina : He pray'd her to have Patience 
two or three Days, and he would endeavour 
in that time to find an opportunity to ſatisfie 
her. D' Argoſſe irequently viſited S. Aubin, 
and though he had not made a formal Decla- 
ration of his Love for Chriſtina, ſhe diſcover'd 
it plainly by his deportment : The Condition 
of her Aﬀairs obligd her to manage him as 
one who might be uſeful to her in diſcourfing 
her Kindred, and would be eafily perſwaded to 
take a Journey into her Country, it her Bufſi- 
neſs requir'd it ; ſo that ſhe went ſometimes 
with him to the Comedies and Opera's :*. A- 
bout thar time was preſented the Opera of Cad: 
1145, and took very much ; D* Amngoſſe mnade 
uſe of the occaſion to take Places for S. Az- 
bin and 'himſelf, in a Box, ever-night. Ha- 
ving receiv'd his Ticket, he ſent the Ducheſs 
Word of it, and advis'd her and the Marchio- 
neſs to take Places in the Box right againſt 
them, to have the better view of S. Abir ; 
which was done accordingly. D* Angoſſe and 
5. Aubin having taken their Places, _ w_ 
WL adies 
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Ladies little minded the Opera, _ wholly 
taken up with viewing S. Aubin, Having ta- 
ken exaCt notice of him, they thought they 
were nor deceiv'd- this time ; yet the. Du- 
cheſs, who could ſcarce believe a Maid capa- 
ble to run through ſo many Adventures, 
would be better fatisfy'd. She ſent for a Lac- 

vey, who was a witty Fellow ; and having 

ew'd him S. Aubin, bid him put off his Li- 
very, and having put on another Coat, fol- 
low that Gentleman when he went out of 
the Play-houſe ; but be ſure to do it ſo cloſely 
that ſhe might have a certain Account where 
he lodg'd. The Lacquey pertorm'd, and gave 
his Miſtreſs an Account. She and the Mar:- 
chioneſs reſolv'd on a Frolick to try if S. Aw- 
bin were in Truth- the Heroime Muſqueteer, 
as they were made believe : After ſeveral Ex- 


pedients, propos'd and rejected, they pitch'd 
upon ſending him a Billet that Evening, which 
was to this efteCt. 


Hoever you are, you are a dangerous Gen- 
tleman, 1 never ſaw you but once at 

the Opera, and you force me to a Confeſſion which 
the handſomeſt Gentleman of France have, by 
long Service and great Affiduity, in vain endea- 
vour'd 10 draw from me : Þ love you, Sir, and am 
eſham'd to let you know it, yet pleas d with the 
thought of it. How great ſoever you are, you 
muſt expett no more. I deſire a quarter of an 
Hours Diſcourſe with you : my Quality debars 
me entertaining a Siranger in Publick : follow 
this Lacquey, be will bring you to a ſight of = 
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If afterwards you think me worthy the efleen 
and addreſſes of a Man of Honour, I dare not 
paſs my Word, but Time and your good Meen 

may. triumph over my Weakneſs. - 


They read the Billet ſeveral times over : The 
Ducheis thought it too free, and would have 
burnt it ; but the Marchioneſs told her it mart- 
ter'd not, being written to a Maid, and by an 
unknown Hand. The Ducheſs, ſiway'd with 
theſe Reaſons, call'd for the Lacquey ; and ha- 
ving inſtructed him what to do, gave him ſtrict 
Charge of the Billet. The Lacquey being come 
to the Houſe where S. Aubin was quarter'd, 
went to his Apartment, and deliverd him the 
Billet ; which he read, and awwas nat a little 
ſurpriz'd. Having read it, he was very much 
perplex'd, having a thoutand Thoughts in his 
Head not knowing what Courſe to rake : He 
was fearful of engaging in an Aﬀair might be 
difficult to get rid of: On the other fide, he 
knew thar a Lady of Quality, it flighred, is a 
dangerous Enemy : This, and his Natural Cu- 
riofity, made him deſire the Ladies acquain- 
tance. . He read the Billet over again, and 
ſeeing nothing defir'd but what he thought 
 mighr be granted, and judging others as re- 

ſerv'd as himſelf, he reſolv'd to follow the 
Lacquey; and having wrapt up himſzelt in a. 
Cloak, bid '-rthe Boy lead the way. Proba- 
; bly the Reader may think a Maid ſcarce ca- 
pable of ſuch a Refolution ; bur he is to con- 
iider our Heroime was naturaily couragious 
and bold, yer as tender of her Honour ( - 
the 
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the Eflentials) as the moſt reſerv'd. ., I have 
heard her ſay, ſhe thought her elf ſafer in 
Mans Habit, than that of her Sex; as expo- 


fing her more to Diſcourſe commonly us'd to - 


Women, if tolerably handſome, which at length 
leaves an impreſſion. About Eleven a Clock 
the Foot-Boy led him through a little Gate, of 
which he had the Key for the purpoſe ; 5, 
Aubin ſtaid in a Cloſet while the Lacquey 
gave notice of it to the Ducheſs, who was 
then with the Marchioneſs. It ſurpriz'd them 
to hear the Gentleman was come. as appoint- 
ed; they began to _— their haſty engage- 
ment, fearing they ſhould meet with a 1e- 
cond Marquels de Meſples. The Ducheſs be: 
ing a Lady of eminent Vertue, and highly con- 
cern'd to preſerve her Reputation, was upon 
Jending him away without ſeeing him ; and 
poſſibly had done it, but for fear of her Letter, 
which S. d4bin, it a Man, (as for ought ſhe 
knew he was) might make very ill ule of: 
-The defire ſhe had to have it again in her 
Hands, and. her natural Curiofity, made her 
Reſolve to admit him entrance. The firſt Ci- 
vilities being over, S. Abin being alone with 
the 'two Ladies, who ey'd him very narrowly, 
— fo handſome. thar they believ'd him 
ot their Sex. The Ducheſs, willing to get her 
' Billet into her Hands, told him he might per- 
haps have a very. ill opinion of a Lady who 
appear'd ſo forward; yet ſhe thought ſhe 
could not do too much to make ſure of 1o hand- 
lome a Gentleman : The Lady you ſee with 
me 1s my Confident/ and we two a =, 

illet 
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Billet I ſent you. I fear it may appear tos 
pathonate, and being not ſo well acquainted 
with you as to leave in your Hands a Paper 
of that freedom, I deſire you to reſtore it me; 
hereafter poſhbly I may know you ſo well, as - 
to put my Reputation into your Hands. S. 
Aubin preſently took it out of his Pocket, and 
the Ducheſs receiving it threw ir in the Fire ; and 
changing her tone, I muſt confeſs Sir, fays ſhe, 
: my Curiofity hath expos'd me to a great deal of 


T5 folly. We have read a Book, call'd The Hero- 


ane Muſqueteer, and had a deſire to be acquaint-, 
ed with ſo extraordinary a Perſon. We were aſ- 
ſurd ſhe was at Parzs, and that you were inti- 
mate with her : You will highly oblige us to 
bring us acquainted with her. 5. Aubin was 
ſo aſtoniſh'd at the Diſcourſe, he had not a 
word to ſay : The Marchioneſs perceiving it, 
made uſe. of that Moment for the Trial ſhe 
had untappily made upon Me/ples, and found 
whar ſhe look'd for : The Ladies embrac'd our 
Heroine , and made her. a thouſand obliging 
Offers of their Services. Chriſtina, aſham'd to 
ſee her ſelf diſcoverd, anſwer'd them with as 
much Civility as the Diſorder ſhe was in would 
permit. The Ducheſs conjur'd her to- tell her 
fincerely if all that was written. of her was 
fincerely true, and what was of the Author's 
Invention. The Ducheſs was ſo well fatisfy'd 
with our Jeroine's Modeſty and Diſcourſe, that 
ſhe preſs'd her very much to take a Chamber 
In her Houſe, afluring her ſhe ſhould be us'd 
as a Perſon of Quality and Merit. Chriſtine 
xctus'd, and gave fo good Reaſons for it, that 


the 
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the Ducheſs was ſatisfy'd, but pray'd her to vi- 
\ fir her as often as poſhble.: Chriſi:za promisd 
it, and after a long Diſcourſe, and mutual pro- 
miſes of ſecrecy, retird. But for all their aſ- 
ſarance of keeping her Counſel, ſhe doubted 
their performance ;z and could not rely on their 
Diſcretion withour ſcruple and diffidence, which 
gave her no ſmall diſquiet. | 

About this time S. Axb:7 receiv'd news from 


Bearn, that upon a Report of his Death ſome + 


of his Kindred had potleſt themſelves of part 
of his Eſtate. The Abbot Dzzert, who had the. 
management of his Aftairs, advis'd him to make 
a Journey to Bearn, to diflipate, by his Pre- 
ſence, the falſe Report of his Death, and to 
rake Order for other Mattrers. S. Awzbin loth 
to go 1o far from the Marqueſs D'Offeyra, and 
expecting, with impatience, the 'end of the 
Campaign in order to Marriage, choſe rather 
to hazard the loſs of his Eſtate, than to en- 
gage in Buſineſs that would Rob him of thoſe 
precious Moments he thought better beſtow'd 
in thinking of his Love. Upon a ſecond Ler- 
ter to the ſame purpoſe, S. Aubin defird D' 
Arngoſſe to undertake the Buſineſs ; he readily 
rook the Charge of it, and ſet out- for Bears 

within two Days. | 
S. Aubin refleQing on his Engagement to vi- 
lit the Ducheſs, thought himſelf indiſpenſably 
oblig'd to be as good as his Word. He went to 
her, and was kindly receiv'd ; there was com- 
monly good Company there. S: Aubin was 
treated 1n ſo obliging a manner, that every one 
took notice of ir, and inquird who that young 
| M Gentle- 
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Gentleman was, and very few knew him. & 
Principal Lord of the Court had long been in 
Love with the Ducheſs, and viſited her fre- 
quently, but found his addreſſes fruitleſs, and 
had no further advantage by them, than an op- 
portunity to gain an intereſt in the Servants by 
his Liberality. He was not diſcourag'd by the 
ſzvere Vertue of the Ducheſs from ſeeing her 
often, in hopes to prevail with her at Long-run, 
The Count d” Ex (for ſo was the Gentleman 
call'd ) was ſo far in Love, that he eafily be- 
came jealous, and could not with patience en- 
dure to ſee how familiarly the Ducheſs convers'd 
with this Stranger : He queſtion'd the Maids 
of his Party about it, but they could not give 
him a ſatisfaQtory account z the Lacqueys were 
as much to ſeek as the Maids. He whom the 
Ducheſs had employ'd ro carry the Billet to S. 
Aubin being no more proof than others of his 
Coat to the temptations of Gain, and finding 
no advantage from being his Miſtreſſes Conh:- 
dent, would not ſlip the opportunity of getting 


ſomething from the Count. on this occaſion. 


He told the Count of the Billet, and how he 
thought the Ducheſs became firſt engag'd with 
the Stranger , not forgetting the Paſlage at 
rhe Opera. Here I cannot forbear blaming the 
injuſtice of moſt Men, to be fo eaſily per- 
ſwaded of the ill Conduct of Women : How 
many are there who are very Vertuous, yet 
have not eſcap'd ' being condemn'd for  de- 
bauch'd, upon the Report of a Maid-ſervant 
diffatisfy'd, or a Foot-boy miſcinform'd ? This 
Report paſtes to other Nothen, and _ 
al 
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fails of coming to the Ears of one or other, 
| who will be glad of the occaſion to ſpeak as 
ill of another, as ſhe knows ber ſelf to be de- 
ſervedly ſpoken of; and will be ſure to divulge 
it very carefully, in hopes to confound the 
Criminal with: the Innocent : The Story loſes 
nothing by the Carriage, every one adds ſome- 
thing to ſet ir off the better ; and there needs 
no more to, deſtroy a Womans Reputarion : 
Of which, I could give you ſeveral Inſtances. 
The Count was much 1urpriz'd at the dif: 
courſe of the Lacquey : He believ'd it withour 
examination, and his Jealouſie made him be- 
lieve. much more : it fail'd not to repreſent to 
him, that a Stranger of Quality, perhaps as 
obſcure as his Name, was in favour with a 
Lady of her Merir and Rank, when ſhe flight- 
ed him who was inferiour ro few in the King- 
dom, . for Handſomneſs, Birth, or Imployment. 
This made him reſolve to be reveng'd of his 
Miſtreſs, by depriving her of her Favorite. The 
Count, though otherwiſe very civil, was haſty 
of humour, and fiery ; His Jealoubc requir'd * 
him to make his Rival a Victim; which the 
zoodnefs of his Nature would, hardly conſent 
to: It would have been no hard matter ro 
ruine his Rival, but his revenge would nor 
have been compleat, it ſome part of it fell not on 
his Miſtreſs. After much irreſolurion, he pitch- 
ed upon a fatisfattion no leſs cruel, than gal- 
_lant: He had a Domeſtick, very witty and in- 
telligent, to whom he diſcover'd his deſign, 
and told him he intended to truſt him with 
the execution ; thar his fiſt care muſt be ro 
M 2 find 
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find out a Wench who had been debauch's 
through want of Money and Experience, and 
[ik'd it ſo well that ſhe continued the Trade; 
that he could not fail of choice in fo great a 
Town, and therefore muſt pick out the hand- 
ſomeſt he could find, but ſhe muſt be ſuch as 
could do him a kindneſs he ſhould have cauſe 
to remember while he liv'd : And to that pur- 
poſe, he. was not to ſpare coſt or pains; but 
withal, to pur her into excellent Habit, lodge 
her in the beſt Apartment of the Houſe, and 
inſtru& her how to counterfeit, in her deport- 
ment, a Lady of Quality. The Servant found 
' a Perſon excellently quality'd forthe ſervice 
his Maſter defir'd from her, and ſo witty, that 
ſhe quickly learnt her Leffon. This was 1o. 
well perform'd, that the Count, who had re- 
ſolv'd to have-S. Azbin ſtolen away, commit- 
red the care of it. to the ſame Servant; and 
took him along with him to the Ducheſs's to 
ſhew him S. Aub:n, to prevent a miſtake. S. 
Aubin went commonly in a Chair, and uſually 
. Tetird from the Ducheſs's at Ten or Eleven 
Clock at Night. The Count's Servant having 
made the Chair-men drunk, got others to wait 
in their room : *S. Aubin, at coming off from 
the Ducheſs, not finding his Chair-men, made 
uſe of the/next at hand. Three Men, well- 
arm'd. had order to guard the. Chair : One of 
them, by the way, whiſpers S.. Aubin in the 
Ear, that a Lady of Quality, being pafſhonately 
in Love with him. had order'd them to ſteal! 
him ro her, for they were able to force him. 
9. Aubin, though ſurpriz'd at the Complement, 

was 
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was ſo us'd to extraordinary Adventures, that 
he permitted himſelf to be quietly carry'd 
where the'pretended good Fortune waited him : 
As ſoon as he was arriv'd, two Men ſeiz'd 
bim, and led him in the dark up a back ftair ; 
and having croſs'd two Apartments, thruſt him 
ſomewhat rudely into a Chamber full of lights, 
and nobly furniſht; One of them who brought 
bim thicher took. care to ſhut the Door faſt e- 
nough, The Illuſtrious Perſonage, who was 
there ready to receive him,, would not give 
bim time to know her, but took him abour 
the Neck with demonſtrations of a paſhonate 
Joy., as true as what is afteted can be; you 
would have thought the rich Habit ſhe was in 
| had made her forget the meanneſs of her con- 
dition. S. Aubin, refolv'd what ro do, was not 
daunted art all, bur anſwer'd her Paſſhon with 
all the civility and reſpect imaginable; But 
theſe were not the Entertainments ſhe look'd 
tor, and after.long diſcourſe, the fair Lady ha- 
ving in vain endeavourd by an aftefted mo- 
deſty to raiſe the Gentlemans Spirits, was quite 
tyrd with his reſerydnefs, and attributing his . 
want of boldneſs to the trouble he ſaid he was 
in at fight of her; I come not, ſays ſhe, to give 
you trouble, bur to receive Love from you:-: 
At this, ſhe hid. her Face with her Fan, as if 
ſhe had been. aſham'd ſhe had ler fall expref- 
lions fo free. _S. Aubin, who thought of no- 
thing more than how to get well out of the. 
Bryers, was in ſome hopes, obſerying her mo- 
deity, and affur'd her he had a great inclinarti- 
00 to Love her, that he was unworthy ſo much 
| M 3 favour, 
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favour, but would make it his buſineſs to me- 
- Tit it by his ſervices : I will diſpence with you 
in thar point, -replyes ſhe, and fince I mult tel] 
you all, I defire- we may ſpend this Night to- 
gether: S. Azbi7, who could not believe what 
he had heard fay.of the impudence. of fome 
Women, and expected not ſo very plain Eng- 
liſh, ſtood a while. mute; and, ſeeing 'no other 
courſe. to take, ' fell. at her feet (whom he 
thoughr had been a perſon of Quality) and 
confeſs'd ingenuoufly he was a Woman : The 
poor Wench who was made believe ſhe ſhould 
be largely. rewarded, was in a lamentable fear 
to loſe what was promis'd her, it it were once 
known ſhe had not done the ſervice expeQt- 
ed from her: Which troubled her the 
more, for that -ſhe had deſign'd the Money 
for ſeveral neceilary uſes, parnaln for ger- 
ting rid of that which made her fo fit for the 
preſent purpoſe of her Paymaſter; ſhe then tell 
at S. Aubin's feet, and told him word by word 
all the Intrigue, advertifing him the Maſter of 
the Houſe, (whom ſhe knew nor) was jealous 
of ſome Perſon of Quality. It was no hard 
Matter for S. Azbin to gueſs it was the Du- 
chefs, and refledting with horror on the Regale 
provided for him, he made the. Wench ſenfible 
it was their common intereſt to keep mutual 
ſecrecy, which was accordingly -promis'd, and 
having agreed what to ſay; the Wench went 
to Bed, which ſhe took care to tumble ſo as 
if two had lain there: S. Azhin lay upon the 
ftools. And 6n the Morrow, a little before 


day, the Wench went according to order to give, 
A 
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a Boy who was in an Anti-chamber hard by, 
notice of what paſt, aflaring him -he might 
when he pleas'd fend away the Gallant, - who 
was, ſo, foundly; pepper'd, ſhe undertook he 
ſhould. never forget that . nights work: The 
Boy, gave his Maſter this Account, and he was 
vary well ſatisfied. .He-fent the Wench word 
ſhe ſhould blindfold -het-Lover,- and, perſwade 
him to be led ſ6 into the place Royal, it being 
too; early toiget a Chair:; And it might! concern 
her: how ſhe got xid- of him.. ; S. Aubin well 
pleas'd-to ſee an end of, an Adventure. had ſo 
terribly frightn'd him, forgot not to give her 
-who had fo faithfully ſerv'd him, ſome marks 
of , his. acknowledgment : His yertue prompt 
him-to, exhort her toilive honeſtly, which he 
ſeconded with giving her ſome means to do ir, 
he follow'd his guides, and afloon as he was at 
liberty, went to_his.Lodging to Bed. _ | 

When he had reſted ſufficiently, he went to - 
the. Ducheſs's aſloon: as he thought her-in a - 
condition to be ſeen, and prayd her to ſend one 
for the: Matrchioneſs; aſſuring her ſhe had news 
to; tell them would. make them 'very merry : 
Alloon as the was come they lock'd themſelves 
up in a-Room, where S. Aubin told them the 
particulars. of the Adyenture [he had met with 
the Night before: The Ducheſs, who very well 
knew the kindneſs the Count had: for her;-and ' 
was; ſuificiently acquainted with his jealous hu- 
mour, ar ſuſpeted he had the principal 
hand in it, which was confirm'd by the circum- 
ſtances, .S.. Aubin related; To put'ib: out! of 
doubt, they agree'd that S. Aubin ſhould not 
M 4 for 
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for two days appear at the Ducheſss, and 
thar when firſt the Count came thither, the 
Marchioneſs ſhould inſenfibly fall into diſcourſe 
of S. Aubin, and the- Ducheſs ſhould expreſs 
much” ſorrow. for his fickneſs ; which would 
certainly produce a diſtovery of the Counts 
thoughts of the buſineſs. S. Ambin vaniſht, the 
Count came, as he was wont, to the Ducheſs, 
and 'fav'd the Marchioneſs the trouble of the 
Diſcourſe agreed on, -by asking the Ducheſs 
why ſhe look'd fo ſad: Fhe Marchioneſs'an- 
ſwer'd that S. Azbin, whom the Ducheſs had 
2 value for, was fick, and that ſhe was trou- 
bU'd for want of his good company : The Count 
was 1o glad at the news, that he could not for:- 
bear asking merrily, what he ail'd ; the Mar- 
chioneſs, who knew the reaſon of the queſti- 
on, faid ſhe knew not, and procceded- no fur- 
ther. d55s 
The Ducheſs, who liv'd very lovingly with 
her Husband, had told him the ſtory of Chr: 
tina, and how ſhe had got ay pr ens with 
that Maid in Mans Clothes: And 'being glad 
of an 'occafion to make him merry, ſhe -1cru- 
pled not to tell him the Adventure of the 
Count, at which they laught'd very heartily. 
It was a fine time for going into the Coun- 
try: The Duke having a Houſe within fifteen 
Leagues of Par:s, -was minded to ſpend ſome 
time there, and told his Wife ſhe would do 
him a pleaſure to bring ſome good company 
thither.” The Marchioneſs being a very Jovial 
Lady'promisd to make one; they had a great 
defire to: have S, Aubin along with them, and 
1 OH ' E | the 
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the Ducheſs had invited him. two or thre®© 
times, but could not prevail: When he came to 
take his leave of theſe Ladies the day before 
their deparrure, the Marchioneſs rold him, if 
he would not go along with them, ſhe would 
diſcover the ſecret of his Sex. S. Aubin was 
loth to go far from Parzs, for fear of expoſing 
himſelf (as *ris ſaid) to new Adventures, though 
it was for another reaſon ; yet he was 10 mo- 
ved with the Marchioneſs threats, that he re- 
ſolv'd to go along: The Duke was very glad, 
and they promis'd all to keep S. Awbrz's Coun- 
cel. When they were got into rhe Country, 
the Ladies thought of nothing bur their plea- 
ſures; Hunting, Gaming, walking and making 
00d cheer took up their time: The Ducheſs 
having confider'd that the Count continued his 
miſtake.” and ſtill rhoughr her Criminal, was 
troubled-ſhe had not undeceiv'd him; the ſpoke 
of it to her Husband, who thought ſhe had rea- 
ſon, it being ever to a Ladies diſadvantage to 
_ give any cauſe of ſaſpeCting her ConduC&t. They 

reſolv'd the Duke ſhould write him a Letter 
to invite him into. tie Country : The Count, 
who thought very ill of that Journey the Du- 
cheſs had taken, though he did not know S. 
Aubin went with her, was glad the Duke had 
given him the occaſion of viſiting them, and 
imagind the Duke had written without ac- 
quainting his Ducheſs. He got thither within 
_ two days, and was ſurpriz'd to find ſo good 
company : there care was taken at his fult ar- 
rival to have S. Aubin out of the way. Aﬀer 
Supper the Marchioneſs aid, ſhe had lighted 
Oe on that 
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_ that day on the pleaſanteſt ſtory in the World; 
'They pray'd her to acquaint the company. with 
it ; ſhe excus'd her ſelf, ſaying, ſhe had a very 
ill memory: With that, ſhe ſtept a .little from 
the Table, and taking a Book out of her Pocket, 
where ſhe had writ what ſhe had to, ſay, ſhe 
pretended to make uſe of it to help . her Me- 
mory, and faid that a perſon of quality had 
been jealous of a Maid in Mans Clothes, and 
ſo went on, giving af1 . exact and particular ac- 
count of all that had happen'd to S. Azbin at 
the Counts, and how he had been. deceiv'd 
when he thought himſelf reveng'd: The Duke 
and his Ducheſs the mean while obſerv'd the 
Count, who knowing, himſelt by the deſcripti- 
on to be the Party intended, chang'd colour 
and countenance at every word : The Marchi- 
oneſs having made a ſtop at the feigned {ick- 
_ neſs of S. Aubin, the Ducheſs was earneſt to 
know - if the Count 'had been diſabus'd ; The 

_ Marchionels takes her Book in hand, and read 
that ; the Lady principally concern'd, . went 
ſhortly after into the Country, and having ſcru- 
pd the leaving the Count in a miſtake ſo. dil- 
advantagens to her, had pray'd her Husband 
to invite. the Count to come and. viſit them. 
But how' did ſhe juſtify her ſelf, ſays. the. Du- 
cheſs? My Book ſays no more. replyes the Mar- 
chioneſs. This Gentleman, the Count, being 
newly arrived from Pars, may probably, in- 
form you, Never was Man more. out of 
Countenance than he: The Duke pittying the 
Diſorder he was in, told him, S. Aubin, was, 
The Heroine Muſqueteer ; the Count begs © 
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the Ducheſs's Pardon, giving her many ſorry 
| Reaſons to juſtifie himſelf, which-ſhe little va- 
lued : They ſent for S. Aub:n; havingetuit en- 
22p'd the Count not to diſcover the Sectet : 
They had gdod-laughing at the Adventure ; 
but 'the Count was ſo confounded at it, that 
he durſt no more. ſpeak to the Ducheſs, -and 
ſhortly after return'd to Parzs. . 

S. Aubin in the mean.tume:was not ſo merry. 
as formerly.; the-ſame Reafon that ſtopt his 
Journey to Bezrn, would not'permit him to 
be:long abſent from Pars with Patience : He 
expeted News from the Marqueſs D'Oſſepra, 
but receiv'd not ' any, though+they /had raken 
care to agree a way to maintain' 4 Correſpon- 
dence. As he was walking one Day with the 
Ducheſs, he ſpy'd three Spaniſh Soldiers re- 
turning homewargs from Flanders, he ſpoke 
to. them in Spaniſh, and ask'd-them a. hundred 
' Queſtions about rhe Marqueſs 4"Offeyra : One 
ot the Soldiers. hearing him ' repeat ſo often 
the Marqueſs's Name, ask'd him boldly if he 
knew him, and had any Concern with him. 
I have been his Priſoner, ſays S. Aud, atid 
he  us'd 'me-1ſo well, I ſhall acknowledge it. 
while T hve :\The Ducheſs perceiving by >. A#- 
b:7's Countenance how glad he was todiſcourſe 
with the Strangers; was' willing to'-give him 
time enoygh ro do 'it at his leiſure, and or- 
der'd one of her Servants w-entertain them 
that Day. -and take care of thern :- They were 
icarce got into the Houſe, but S-A4nbin found 
"them out, and addrefling himfſelf* to'the Sot- 
dier, who ſeem'd beſt acquainted with the Mar- 
by PF of Iu8 quels, 
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quels, he ask'd a thouſand Particulars concern- 
ing him. The Soldier aſtoniſh'd to find a Gen- 
tleman fo acknowledging, and perceiving him 
the Marqueſs's very good Friend, confefled he 
was his Domeſtick, and had by the way met 
with thoſe two Soldiers going for Spain : But 
as for him, he went no further than Parzs, on 
buſineſs from his Maſter : S. Aubin Raviſhed 
at the News, and thinking himſelf concern'd 
in the Journey, ask'd if he had not Letters for 
Chriſtina : The Spantard aſtoniſh'd to find him 
ſo well acquainted with the Marqueſs's Afﬀairs, 
told him he had ſeveral for her; Give me *em 
then, ſays Chriſtina, forgetting her ſelf to be 
9. Aubin, The Spamard look'd attentively on 
him, and with the cool Gravity uſual in thoſe 
of his Nation, anſwered, he would rather part 
with his Life : I am Chriſtina's Brother, and 
2 good Friend of your Maſter's, fays S. Abi. 
And you may truſt me with them ; but the. 
_ was not to be perſwaded out of 'em. 


riftina ſeeing it, and being impatient to have 

fight of Letters ſhe ſo dearly long'd for, con- 

&'d ſhe was Chriſtina, and had that Day diſ- 

ifed her ſelf into Man's Habit for Hunting : 

Id Birds are not caught with Chaff, ſays the 
Spaniard, I'll as ſoon part with my Life as my 
Letters, which he bound: with two: or three 
Spaniſh Oaths, and quitting S. Ahin, went 
ſtrait ro his: Comrades, and ſet forwards im- 
mediately for Spain : S. Aubm was upon the 
point of tollowing them to ſet npon*em by the 
way, and force the Letters trom 'em ; <but fear- 
ing the Conſequence of an Action 10 raſh in a 
Kingdom, where ſuch Violence is not _—— 
; E 
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he pray'd the Ducheſs to give Order for Hor- 
ſes to carry him preſently tro Pars, tearing if 
the Spamard miſt of him there, he would re: 
turn preſently for Flanders. The Ducheſs not 
knowing the Reaſon of this haſte, endeavour's. 
very civilly to engage him to a longer ſtay. 
S. Aubin vext at her unſeaſonable Civility, ac- 
quainted her with what had paſt between him 
and the Spaniard : The Ducheſs, in CompaC- 
fion to a Lover's Impatience, ſent Horſes the 
ſame day to wait S. Abs coming by the 
way, who on the Morrow went off in her 
Coach, and in a ſhort time arriv'd at Parzs. He 
faild not to go to the place where the Mar- 
queſs would addreſs his Letters, and thought 
it requiſite to put on Womens Habit, leſt the 
incredulous Spanrard ſhould ſcruple deliveri 
him the Packet : Soon alter the Spaniard ar- 
rivd, and having defir'd to. ſpeak with Chr:. 
tina, he deliverd the Letters, applauding him- 
ſelf much that he had not truſted them with a 
Young Gentleman, who would have ſurpriz'd 
him with Untruths ; but he had miſtaken his 
Mark ; for he could have rather parted with 
his Life, than his Letters. Chr:ſt:na more in- * 
tent about reading her Letters, than hearing 
his Bravadoes, opened ſeveral which pleaſed 
her well : I would have inſerted them here for 
the Reader's Satisfaction ; but there are a fort 
of Letters very good for the Writer, and for the' 
Party they are written to, but flat and infipid 
to others who have not the Key to underſtand 
the Meaning, and apprehend rhe Delicacy of 
them : I ſhall only give you one I thought ea- 
teſt to be underſtood. 

Attribute 


f 


174 The Heroine Myſqueteer + Or, 
' A Tiribatc ay Silence to the Exceſs of my 
{ \ Love : when my Letters are written 1 
look upon them as yours, which makes then 
fo dear to me, that I cannot find in my Heart 
to expoſe them to the danger of falling into 
the Hands of Strangers. "By all thoſe I ſend 
you by the Expreſs, you will find jou wholly 
take up my Thoughts. It is an Age ſimce the 
beginning of this Campagne : why ſhould. the 
imaginary progreſs of our Armes ſtop that 
of my Love. If poſſible, draw near one of the 
conquer'd Towns, that I may have the Plea- 
fare at laſt to think, I am not far from you, 
and that if we lay a Siege, as the Diſcourſe 
is, 1 may flatter. my ſelf with the hopes of ha- 
ng you my Priſoner : But for Heavens ſake, 
be not in the Place, for I foreſee the Cannon 
will be ill ſerv'd, when I think it may be diſ- 
charg'd againſt you. And I would chooſe ra- 
ther to loſe my Office, than do it on ſuch an 


occaſron. | 


Chriſtina in Reading the ſeveral Letters had 
all the joy a Perſon in.Love is capable of after 
long expeQation of News from her Lover. 


This was her Anſwer. . 
I Am very well pleas d with your Letters : 
they are. all very paiſtonate. But you a- 
lars me, in telling me you are going to form 4 
rege. 


7 
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Siege. Ttremble for you, that the ſucceſs will 
not anſwer your hopes : Let me intreat you 
to think of nothing but loving me, there you 
are ſure of Conqueſt, the other is uncertain. 
I will draw towards the Frontiers, becauſe 


you ys it ; 1 know I ſhall be better at eaſe, 

W ind 1 take Pleaſure before-hand to think I 
ſpall hear from you oftner : Make an end of 
this Campagne as ſoon as you can, Love will 

make you amends for the damage your Glory 


ſuffers by tt. 


Chriſtina ſent back the Marqueſs's Man with 
this Anſwer, and reſum'd her Mans Habit, and 
the Name of S. Aub7. 

D* Argoſſe in the mean time was return'd 
from Bearn, and had, with the help of the Ab- 
bot 4* Izzette, happily ended what he bad to 
do there on S. Axbir's account, and much to 
his advantage ; for which D* Argoſſe expetted 
no ſmall acknowledgment. He could not ima- 
gine but Chriſt:za would at length be ſenſible 
of his affetion for her: And when S. Ab: 
would have made him a conſiderable Preſent, 
proportionable to the Service he had done him, 
D* Argoſſe took it for an affront, and told Chr:- 
ſtina he thought himſelf not unworthy of her 
afteion. S. Aubin was fo well acquainted 
with the boldneſs natural to-thoſe of his Coun- 
try, thar- it ſurpriz'd him not at all: But to 
undecelve himi, once for all, told D'Angoſſe, he 
had a very high eſteem and value for him, _ 

| wou 


/ 
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would evidence it on all occafions ; but intfeat: 
ed him tor the future to order his Thoughts 
better, than to give him occaſion to. forbear 
his company, and forbid him further Viſits , 
which he would infallibly. do, if he continued 
to diſcourſe him art that bold rate. D* Amgoſſe 


| was too mucha Geſcon to be diſcourag'd at 


this, ſo that S. Abir, to be rid of trouble. 
ſome importunities, was forc'd to change his 
Lodging. 
There -was about this time, a Report that 
the Confederate Army had inveſted Char/eroy, 
and begun already to form the Siege : Moft 
of the young Gentlemen at Court, and other 
Volunteers, left Paris. upon the News, and 
went for the French Army, not doubting but 
the Marſhal Luxemburg, who Commanded ir, 
would attack the Enemy in their Lines, . The 
Army increasd extremely in two or three 
Days, Volunteers coming in Poſt from all Parts, 
and not finding Horſes on the great Roads, 
ſome were - forc'd. to take by-ways to furniſh 
themſelves, that rhey might come in time. The 
Marqueſs de Fervagques, willing to be there 
with the firſt, to, fignalize himſelf on this, and 


"other occaſions, had the misfortune to be taken 


by the way, by a Party of the Enemies. The 
Officer who Commanded the Party, having 
ſeiz'd ſome Books among Monhieur Fervagues's 
Baggage, open'd one, . which prov'd the Hero- 
ine Muſqueteer : the Title made him eager to 
read it. This Officer had been bred Page to 
the Marqueſs D'Ofeyra, and not a little fur- 
priz'd to find the Marqueis's Name ſo often s 

tne 
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_ the Book, he ſent it the: Marqueſs, who was 
extremely aſtoniſht at ir. Etro 
. While every one wondred at the Confede- 


, rates Reſolution [to lay Siege ro Charleroy, ha- 


ving formerly attempted /ir in: vain. S, Azbiz 
allarnr'd to hear the expedition generally cry'd 
down as raſh and unadvis'd, and all France con- 
fident it would .come to nothing, began to be 
afraid for the Marqueſs D'Offeyra. He- had 


not the patience to wait information, by the- 
Publick News, what was become of the Mar: . 
queſs ; but puſh'd on by a Love, to which no 


difficulty was infuperable, rid Poſt to Charleroy, 
pretending the cauſe of his Journey to. be,only 
a Defire of Honour, natural to the French Gen- 
ty : Every Horſe-man he met by the way*he 
tancy'd might be a Courierto carry News of the 
defear.of the Confederates: But when he came to 
the Army, he found the Confederates had been 
{0 wiſe ro fave him the fright his:-Love might 
have put him to for er to. the Marqueſs. 
They. had, upon the APproach of the King's 
Army, rais'd the Siege, as the beſt of their 
Game, The Confederates having made a very 
good Retreat, S. Azbin ſaw there was no cauſe 


of further Fear on their Account, the Marqueſs 


D'Oſjeyra being fate ; but he could not find in 


his Heart to return for Pars, without giving 
the Marqueſs notice : He was; ſo pleas'd with, 


| being ſo near the Man he lov'd bet of any liv- 
ing, that he reſolv'd to ſtay in Flanders : And 


having engag'd himſelf in the beginning of the, 
Campain to ſpend ſome time atValenciennes, at | 


Martang's Fathers, he_took that occaſion to 
2054008 confinue 


A 


/ . 


rity, without breach 7 my 
r 


carriage of the Buſineſs of CharYJeroy; He was 
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continue nearer the Marqueſs : And confidering 
it would be difficult hearing from him at Valer- 
ciennes, Where Count Magalotr: the Governour | 
was very ſtriQt to prevent intelligence with the 
Enemy. he made ſure before-hand of a Lzgeois 
Lad;- who under pretence of carrying Vittuals, 
went indifferently to both Armies ; and was 
admitted into the Sparmſh, as well as French 
Towns. | The L1geors having promis'd to ferve 
him faithfully, he went into Valenciennes, and 
ye the Boy into the Spaniſh Army with this 
Letter. 


F Onr Enterprize of Charleroy put me 
4 hs + Pick that 1 outs 7ot 
wait the Succeſs in quiet : How could IT be at 
reſs, when 1 was to expe} every Hour Deſoens 
againſt you? Where-ever 1 went, judge what 
Condition I was wm, who could not wiſh the 
Glory of my Country, pit hont groing an al- 
larm to my Love ;, nor prey for your $3 
legiance : 
ze amends for the Trouble you have causd 
me, by letting me hear often from you at Va- 
lenciennes, where I reſolve to flay and ſee 
what will become of you. | 


When the  Lizeois came to the Confederate 
Army to deliver the Letter, he found all in dil- 
order there, by miſ-underſtanding between the 
Generals; 'one blaming the other for- the mil- 


told 


"The Female Warrier. 1 79 


toldthe Spariards wete 'withdrawn, and that 
the Marqueſs D'Oſe eyra Commanded a Body 
a-part about Ghent-: The 'Ligeors found him 
there, and having deliver'd the Lerter, the Mar- 
; queſs tewarded him fo, thar he had cauſe ro 
wiſh he might have more ſuch Letters to carry, 
and foon af ſent him back with this Anſwer. 


| [| Am extremely oblig'd to you for the Fright 
Þ you were in, though it be the reateſt harnt 
our of hath done. We are  - usd to ill 
Succeſs, we are not at all mouv'd at it : Tet IT 
ſhould be heartily ſorry for it, but that I am 
 perſwaded you make a; difference between me 
andothers ;, and believe, did 1 att a qart, 
_ 1 would alarm you-oftner. But why ſhould 
our Bitlets ſtill ſpeak-of War, which ought to 
be full of Anaar " Tenderneſs 2 Do you 
know our Buſineſs is grown Publick, od 
that there's -a Bobh Printed, Exntituled, The 
Heroine Muſqueteer ? Since we are made the 
Subje& of Romances , let's make an end as 
ſoon as we can, and enjoy the Fruits of our 
Loves without diverting the OE lon- 
ger at our Cot. | 


This Letter was deliverel S. Aubin at Valen: 
ciennes, where he was receiv d by Marjane's 
* Parents with Demonſtrations of very great Joy, 
and Evidghces of a fincere kindneſs. They Har: 


ter'd themſelves ſtill with the hopes of having 
N 2 him 


- young Maid, who 


180 The Heroine Myſqueteer > Or, 


him their Son-in-Law ; and being confirm'd in 
this opinion, by his return, they made him-very 
welcom, and gave him the beſt entertainment 


| they could. Only Mariana appeard troubled, 


at the Sight of S. Aubin; An Tta/1an Captain 
in-Magalotte's Regiment, had, by his ſubril in- 
{inuations, got that advantage over the fimplici- 
ty of the honeſt Hemyz, that ſhe told him all 
that had paſs'd between her and S. Aubin, and 
the deſign of her Parents to-make her his Wife, 
notwithitanding his great indifference for her. 
Fhe Iltal1en pretending himſelf very much con- 


 eern'd for her. us'd all his endeavours to unde- 


ceive: her Thoughts of that chimerical Marri- 


' age, affuring her, S. Aubinwho apparently was 


2 Perſon of Quahkity, "had no Thoughts of;mar- 
rying her, having not as muchi'as Writ her a 
Line fince he left her : I'know, adds he, the 
French well enough, they engage themſelves 
with Women only for divertiſement; Ambition 
and thirſt of Glory are their predominant Paſ: 


. fion : But *tis no {mall Prejudice 'to' a: fair La- 


dy 1o lovely as you are, to: be expo&d to the 
flights of a preſumptuous Youngſter, who, per- 
haps, makes ſport in his Countrey with the ob- 
liging Offers your Parents have made him. 
Mariana having been irequently diſc9urag'd 


\ © thus, found it no hard matter to forget S. Az- 


bin : And the Captain finding her ſo well diſ- 
posd, faiPd not to offer her his Service, and 
to make her ſenſible of the great Deſire he had 
to merit her good ym? "Tis no wonder a 
ncy'd- all Mens ſhy as 

S. Aubin, ſhould: be taken at laſt with jos Af 
/ nity 


The Female Warrier. 13x 
fduity of a ſmooth tongu'd, and cunning Ir2- 
lian. Love, that you may be lov'd, is a max- 
im feldom fails, and whether it were that the 
Captain was in love with Mariane, or pre- 
tend'd* it only, ſhe was quickly comforted for 
the'abſence of S. Axbin by the care this Italzan 
took to entertain her with frequent Diſcourſes 
of the paſſhon he had for her, and the. indifte- 
rence of S. Azbin : when he return'd ro Valen- 
ciennes ſhe had difpos'd of her afteQion, and 
all her Parents cares to the Frenchmen were 
but ſo many pieces of mortification to Ma- 
r1ana, Who complain'd of them to the Cap- 
- tain. But when ſhe refleQted on: her obligari- 
ons to him, and the Pleaſure of being behold- 
ing to ſo handſome a Gentleman, her ſenſe of 
oratitude could not but reproach her for loving 
another. She acquainted the 1ra/zan with her 
refleMions, who alarm'd at the Diſcourſe, made 
uſe of all the intereſt his ſubrilties gatn'd in 
the credulous Girl : And confidering he might 
_ never have ſo good an opportunity of making 
his Fortune, .he was fo tearful S. Aubir's pre- 
ſence might revive Mar:ana's former inclinati- 
ons, and fo loth to loſe what he thought him- 
ſelf almoſt maſter of, that he made uſe of ſuch 
means to make ſure of Marana, it was not in 
her Parents Power to diſpoſe of her to ano- 
ther. He forgot neither promiſe nor oath, and 
preſs'd her fo hard, that ſhe thought ir but rea- 
ſonable ro grant him the higheſt favour his 
Love could expe&: her Mother reproach'd her 
for entertaining the Captain fo conſtantly, and 
llighting S. Azbir. But boy Mothers A” 
| | 3 an 
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and S. Azbin's cold Civilities were merely 
thrown away upon her, who had receiv'd ſuch 
effeCtual proof of the Captains kindneſs : S. 
Azubin was fo taken up with writing Letters to 
the Marqueſs D'Oſſeyra, and fo' pleasd® with 
reading -his anſwers, that *tis no wonder *he 


- concern'd not himſelf much with other Peoples 


Bufineſs. Mariana having improv'd; her Wit 
by converſing with the [za/zan, advisd him to 
get acquaintance with S. Azbn, as an infalli- 
ble means to be welcome to .her Parents, by 
Reaſon of the eſteem and kindneſs they had for 
that Frenchman. + Another Man would have 
ſcrupl'd ſeeing a Rival ſo dangerous as,S. Az- 
bin, but an Ita/;1an hath an abſolute command 
of his Paſſion : The Captain diflembling the 
hatred he: had for S. Aubin on Mariang's ac- 
count, did him all the civilities imaginable, of 
which the 1ra/:a7s never are Niggards ;-S. Au- 
bin as cowteouſly return'd them. The cun- 
ning 1:a/ian eaſily had—the advantage of the 
Frenchman. that in 2 ſhort time they were inti- 
mate Friends : and the Captain, to, diſcover 5, 
Azbins defigns upon Mariana, frequently made 
her. the ſubject of their Diſcourſe. | S. Aubin | 
frankly declar'd he had-an eſteem for her. The 
Captain willing to try- her further; and know 
whether he lov'd her, reply'd cunningly, that 


few are fatish'd with a bare eſteem of:a young 
| Lady of Marrzans's Qualities : I can go no fur- 


ther, ſays S. Aubiy, -I have endeayour' to dil- 
abuſe her Parents ; and ſhould be very 1orry 


- they ſhould, for hopes which can never take et- 


fect, ler {lip the opportunities of ſerling their 
- _, Daughter 
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Daughter. 'The 1:a/zo7 well fatisfy'd with an 
_ anſwers 10 » cn to his defires, ' concluded 
from S. Aubir's Diſcourſe, he was very well 
born, and thought not of matching into an in- 
ferior family, which made himever after make 
his Court to S. Awbiz with extraordinary defe- 
rence. £ | ney 
Mariantd's Father was every day- more: and 
more' chatm'd with S. 4b:7's Behaviour-and 
Carriage, and heartily ſorry to fee him 1d lit: 
tle concern'd for his Daughter. The. Ira/:ap 
frequented the Houſe under pretence of ſeeing 
S. Aubin, -Mariana's Father taking him to be 


a diſcreet Man; and one that had an intereſt in . 


S. Aubin, whom he viſited ſo often, took an 


occaſion to tel him how:much his family was 


ingag'd to S. Aubrn, and that he defign'd to 
- have him his Son-in-law, though he. ſeem'd 


not very fond of the alliance. - The Captain 


. glad of this confidence, reſoly'd to make good 
_ uſe of it, he preſently tell to giving him Coun- 
{el, and offer'd to ſpeak of the Buſineſs to the 
Frenchman, which the Father accepted of with 

agreat deal of Pleaſure, . - The1:9/:27 being now 
become Mediator in the affair, conſulred Ma- 


71ana what anſwer he ſhould return her Father. 


from S. A4zb;n1, and amus'd the good Man with 
delays and 'pur-offs to gain time for a favoura- 
ble occafion, for Marianz to declare to-her Pa- 
rents the Heceflity ſhe was under of being mar- 


ry'd to the Captain. Lovers once Fortunate,  - 


ter themſelves with hopes they ſhall conti- 
nue fo ſtilt: Bur a Cruel accident, which is fo 
trobleſome to Marry'd Women, 1o terrible to 
" N 4 Maids, 


- 
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Maids, and ſometimes fatal to. Widows, was 
like to have broken all the Meaſures theſe Loy- 
ers had taken. Mariana found her ſelf trou- 
b'd with qualms, and with fitts, occafion'd by 
the familiarities of the Ira/ar,. fo that ſhe 
thought it high time-to make her. Parents ac- 
quainted with it : and believing her Mother 
more tender and compaſſionate (in ſuch caſes 
eſpecially ) ſhe confeis'd ingenuoully /the con- 
dition ſhe was. in, and was ſo far from com- 
plaining of him who had caus'd it,. that ſhe ex- 
told his merit in very, paſſionate to terms; pray- 
ing her ro keep the Buſineſs private, her Lover 
who had promis'd her. marriage,' having im- 
portant Reaſons to conceal it for ſome time. 
The Mother thinking ſhe ſpoke. of -S. Abi, 
was ſo far from blaming her Daughter, that ſhe 
Exculed the matter, andpromis'd to ſpeak of it 
to her Father, that; order might be 'taken to 
have them privately. marryed.. The honeſt. 
Fleming was io glad of the news of a Marriage 
he ſo paſſionatly wiſh'd for, that he preſently 
ſent. for a Notary to draw the Marriage-ſettle- 
ment; wherein he gave his Daughter very great 
adyantages in Favour of her pretended-Husband 
that was/'to be: The :two Lovers had fignd, 
and the Father had-rhe Pen- in hand for the 
'fame purpoſe, 'but miffing S. Aubirrs name in 
the contra&t ;-he told [the Notary, he had ob- 
ſerv'd on the like occalions, that the parties to 
. be. married firſt. writ, their Names, and others 
afterwards to. make good the contract. as Pa- 
' rents ;or Relations, to. render .it-authentick as 
Witneſſes : Having fo ſaid, he gave the Menry 
(SETS E © Tn od the 
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the Pen, which put Mer:ana into a terrible 
fright, and all the Wit the [/:ar had taught 
her was little enough to help her our : ſhe told 
her Father S. Azbin was the Name of a Place, 
but that the Name he found in the inſtrument - 
was. that of his Family, This convinc'd the 
Father that he took the Pen again and fign'd 
the Deed. Being one of the moſt conſiderable 
Burgeſſes of the Town, and willing to pay re- 
ſpec 'to the Governour, he pray'd -the Cap- 
tain who ſtood by; and paft tor S. .b:7s good 
Friend, to accompany the Notary to Count Ma- 


galotts, and defire his leave for the Marriage: - 


The Governour having been poſleſt of the thing 
by the Captain, and glad an Officer of merir 
had found af -occaftion. to make his Fortune, 
readily gave his conſent, and agreed the Cere- 
mony ſhould he perform'd thar evening in his 
Chappel. Mariana had the Wit to: order her 
. Buſineſs ſo well, that her Parents went not to 
the Chappel, bur rely'd on an Aunt of hers ſhe 
had gain'd: This was done with ſuch ſpeed, 
that S.. Aubin was marry'd in the imaginations 
'of Mariana's Parents betore ever he heard of it. 
The Mother gave-ſo ftricta Charge to all her 
Family, to keep the matter private, that every 
one thought himſelf ſole confident of the in- 
trigue : while the Ceremonies were a-doing, 
S. Aubin withdrew-to his ordinary retirement. 
A Maid who oper'd him the door, defirous to 
infinuate her ſelf into- his Favour, whom ſhe 
look'd upon as her new Maſter, wiſh'd him 
Joy: The Father ſeeing him enter, and think- 
ing that out of reſpe{t to him he was lothgo 
7 appear 
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appear to him, till he had repaird his Daugh- 
ters Honour, embrac'd him with great tran. 
ports of Joy. Mariena's Mother having ſpy'd 
her imaginary Son-in-law, would not give her \ 
Husband time to ſpeak, but took him about 
the neck, calling him heridesr Son. S. Awbiy, 
who underſtood not the meaning of their tron- 
bleſome careſſes, thought them: mad. As he 
was going to anſwer their impertinent Diſ: 
courſe, a Friend of the Family, who alone was 
made privy to the Buſineſs, prevented him by 
giving him Joy : never was: Man more per- 
plex'd than S. Azbin. He pray'd them fer 

ouſly to-be undeceiv'd once for all, fince for ve- 
ry fubſtantial reaſons it was not in his Power to 
marry their Daughter. The MSther angry ar 
{ſo .unexpetted a Declaration, 'reply'd, that tince 
thoſe Reaſons had nor been ſtrong enough to 
keep him from diſhonouring her Daughter, 
they were too weak to difpence with his mar- 


_ rying her ; adding, if he did it not, ſhe would 


puniſh their infamy by ſtrangling them both 
with her own Hands : The quarrel increas'd, 
and S. Aubin was in Danger of being ill u&d, 
had not th 'Governoar come in with the new- 
marryed couple: This looks' ſo like' the laft 
icene of a Comedy, that the Reader will ſcarce 


believe ir. /Bur 'I pretend not authority over 


Mens Opinions, I allow every 'one Liberty to 
think what he pleaſes. My Memoirs tell me 
Mariana tell at her Parents Feet, and preſented 
them her Husband; whom they were oblig'd 
to receive, the Marriage having been celebra- 
td with all the formality / uſual, and Maran. 

in 
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in 4 very hopeful Condition to. make them 
Grandfires in a ſhort time. At laft they were 
all ſatisfy'd, the 174/727 that he had got a good 
Fortune, Aler:ana, that ſhe was Martied to 
whom ſhe lovd ; and S. 4Azbiz, that he was 
delivered from her Parents perſecutions. 

But the Mind of Man is never Content, and 
the Ira/zan, (like others ingenious in tormenting 
themſelves) though he ſaw himſelf Maſter, by 
his Marriage, of a conſiderable. Fortune, and 
| far beyond his Hopes ; comparing the Plenti- 
fulneſs of his preſent Fortune, with thoſe for- 
mer Wants all his Induſtry was ſcarce able to 
preſerve him from, -he had a Crotcher in - 
his Pate ; there was fomethimg more than 
ordinary in- the matter, that a Gentleman of 
Bergamo, no 'otherwiſe confiderable than for a 
Company of Foot which he had gain'd by the 
ordinary means, ſhould marry a rich Heireſs, 
unleſs there were ſome ſecret Reaſons for it: 
in a word, his good Fortune had ſo refn'd his 
Fancy, that he paſs'd the ſame Judgment of 
his Wife. moſt Men do, whoſe Wives ſuffer 
them before-hand#to know what they ſhould 
have been ignorant of till after the Wedding, 
and imagin'd Mariana had been 'as: kind re \ 
{ome other as to him. Of all he could think ' 
of, 'S.. Aubin appeard the moſt-likely to. be 
the Man : Having conſider it: well, he ap- 
plauded himſelf ſecretly for his Penetration, 
and was confirm'd in-his Opinion that he had 
but S. Aubir's Leavings, and was beholden for 
his Settlement to Marian's being with Child , 
who, notdaring to let her Parents know - by 
bs c Iy 
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ſolv'd to be. marry'd to him, when S. Aubin 
had refus'd her : He doubted not but they had 
long held Correſpondence, and continud it, 
and loth ro be any longer their Cully, reſfoly'd 


to obſerve their Motions. S. Aubin who had 


formerly avoided being alone with Mariana, 
that ſhe might not have occaſion to think he 


lov'd her, was often .in her Company after ſhe 


was Marry'd ; the Reaſon for abſenting him- 
ſelf being now over, and her Converſation 
more witty than formerly ; ſo that having rea- 
ſonable good Company at Home, he thought 
he might well fave himſelf the Trouble of 
taking it abroad. .S. Aubirs Aſſiduity with 
Mariana, gave the Captain new umbrage : 
He durſt not yet complain of it to Mariane, or 
forbid' her his company : his Jealoufie the 
while repreſented the moſt innocent AQtions as 
criminal. He was the” more troubled to ſee 
moſt of the French Gentry in Flanders going 


for Paris, when S. Azbin, who probably had. 


no great Buſineſs at Va/enciennes, faid not a 


Word of” returning for France, for which he . 


could not imagine any cauſe, but a Correſpon- 


dence with his Wife : He watch'd them ſo nar- 


rowly, that he quickly perceiv'd S. Aubin of 
ten imploy'd:. the Ligeozs' into | the. Country, 
and at_his'return: quirted all Buſineſs to ſpeak 
with him. © The Caprain's ſuſpicions made him 
fearful of every Shadow : He was very deſt 
rons to know what Buſineſs the Lzgeos was ſent 
about, and gaye order-to an [ta/zan Foot-Boy, 
a very truſty Fellow, to hide himſelf. in 5. 
Aabin's Chamber, and hearken diligently _ 

| ; (9 
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the Ligeois ſaid. The Foot-Boy did as he was 
Commanded; and reported to his Maſter that 


the Ligeors ſaid not a Word, but gave S. Azbin © 


a Letter which he read very attentively, and 
figh'd often in reading it. The Captain, well 
acquainted with Love-tricks, was 1ſo pofleſt 
with Jealouſfie, that he preſently fancy'd the 
Letters were his Wite's, who perhaps had ſome 


Confident in the Town who convey'd them to. 


the Ligeois. This ſuſpicion, how ill-grounded 
ſoever, gave our [ta/:an no ſmall diſturbance. 


He reſolv'd to find out the bottom of the Bufi-. 


neſs; and, with the help of the Foot-Boy, 
found the means one Day to draw the Ligeozs 
into a Chamber of -the Houſe, ſomewhat re- 
mote from S. Aubir's,"-or any other Lodging- 
room : Having lock'd him up there, he threat- 
ned to run him preſently Rpough, Þ he would 
not tell him truly whence the Letters came he 
carry'd. S. Aubin ſo often: The Ligeors not 
knowing what Relation S. Azb'n had to the 
Marqueſs, but judging by the good uſage of 
the one, and liberality of the other, that the 
Buſineſs was of Moment, was very loath to an- 
ſwer him ; underſtanding how dangerous : a 
matter it 1s” to hold Correſpondence with an 
Enemy, eſpecially in a Place of War. The 
"Trouble the Ligeors appear'd in heightned the. 


laliar's Curiofity, that he repeated his threats, 44,” 


and put himſelf in a poſture to execute them. 
The . Ligeois affrighted at it, promis'd to tell 
him all, if he would but fave his Lite: The 174 


lian promigd ir, and the Wretch made him ac-- 


quainted with the Correſpondence between S. 
: Aubirr 
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Aubin and the Marqueſs D'Oſfeyra. The Cay; 
tain furpriz'd at the News, made no doubt but 
they held intelligence againſt the 'State, and 
was glad at Heart for fo favourable an occafion 
.to be reveng'd of S. Aubin, under a pretence 
of Zeal for the King's Service. The ſmalleſt 
things are of conſequence in matters of this na. 
ture, ſo that notwithftanding his promiſe to 
the, contrary, he made no fcruple of ſecuring 
the Ligeors, the Maxims of Iraly having taught 
him he was yot oblig'd to be a Slave to his 
Word : He advertis'd the Governour ; who, 
having queſtion'd> the Ligeors, ſent an Officer, 
with fifty Souldiers, to arreſt S. Azbi7, who 
had receiv*d notice the Ligeors was a Priſoner, 
and though he knew not the Reaſon, yet he 
apprehended he might have ler fall ſomerhing 
in difcourfe abour the Letters he brought him : 
and that they might not be ſeen, he burnt 
them ; bat it went ſo much againſt the grain, 
and he djd it ſo ſlowly, that he .was butie 4- 
bour this cruel Sacrifice, when the Officer ſent 
to take him engred his Chamber, and zfter a 
ſorry Complement or two led him into Priſon. 
The Officer taiFd not to give the.Governour an * 
account what he found in'S. Avbiz's Chamber, 
and what a fight of Letters there was in the 
Fire. This Taft Cicumſtance made every one 
think him Criminal, and: that he had burnt the. 
Lerters to prevend their being made” uſe of as 
Evidence againſt. him. This Buſineſs made 3 
great noiſe, and, as *tis uſual on ſuch occahi 
ons for every one to add ſomething to the Ke- 


port, this raisd the News that paſ$'d then cur: 
| | rant, 
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- rant, of a great Plot diſcover'd at Valenciennes. 
The Ligeors was examin'd very ſtritly,” and fo 
frightned with the [Tortures they threatned to 
put him to, that he confeſsd all he knew, and 


2 great deal more : His frequent Journeys to the - 


Spaniſh Army, the Money received from a Ge- 
neral of the Enemies, and the burning of the 
Letters were evidences ſo clear, in the opinion 
of rhe Publick, that no doubt was made both 
the Wretches would ſhortly ſuffer. S. Awubiz's 
good Meen, and Curiofity, gain'd him Com: 
paſſion from all that ſaw him : Every one pi- 
ty'd, bur none durſt excuſe him, tor. fear of 
being brought in as acceſſary to fo ticklith a 
Crime. He was the while under extreme per- 


plexity in Prifon, every thing ſeem'd to fall 


out croſs : His ſtay at Valenciennes was look'd 
upon as myſterious, eſpecially after he had de- 
clard he had no defign to Marry Mariana. It 
was hard to Juſtifie himſelf without confeſling 
his Sex, which he could ſcarce find in his Heart 


to do. Being examin'd, he defended himſelt 


with ſaying he had written to the Marqueſs D” 
Ofeyra as his particular Friend ;- but that his 
Letters had nothing in them that related to the 
King, or the State. The Judges were not ſatis- 
hed with his anſwer, and perhaps would have 


condemn'd: him, had not the Governour inter- 
pos'd his Authority, at the OneeR ſome La- 


dies, to. have the judgment ſuſpended till he 
might receive orders from the Courr. 

AS they ſeiz'd what was in S. Aubir's Cham- 
ber, an Officer belonging to Governour had 
. the Curioſity to read ſome Books found _ 
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Among the reſt, he read the Heroine Myuſque* 

teer, wherethe ſaw the Names of the Mar- 
queſs D'Offeyra and S. Aubin 1o often repeated, 
' that he fancy'd S. Aubin the Priſoner might be 
the Tame with S. Azubiz Chriſtina. He told the 
Governour, and ſhew'd him the Book. - The 
Governour read it with Pleaſure, and having, 
amongſt S. Aubin's things, found .a very ten- 
der Letter of the Marqueſs D'Offeyra's, - per: 
haps the only one had eſcap'd the Fire, he was 
tully perſwaded S. Azbin was the Heroine 
Muſqueteer, but was willing to be further af. 
{urd of ir. He ſent for the Priſoner, ſhew'd 
him the Letter, and told him he doubted not - 
but that which appear'd only a Letter of kind- 
nels, was a Cypher to cover ſome matter of 
State. S. Aubin ſhew'd him ſo many Reaſons 

ro the contrary, that the Governour beliey'd 
him incapable of holding intelligence ; but 

demanded of him a Letter to the Marqueſs D' 

Ofjeyra, to forbid further Correſpondence: This 
Propoſal put S. Azbin to tlie groan ; and not 
able to give a good Reaſon for refufing to write 

ſo, he appear'd ſo diforder'd, that he thought 

ir might be juſtly taken for a clear conviction 

of his Crime, yet this_Trouble juſtify'd him 

more than all his Eloquence : For the Gover- 

nour imputing it to his love, diſcover him to 

be Chriftina, and no longer criminal. * The Bu- 

ſineſs was huſh'd up, and S. Azb:7 ſer at liber- 

ty. "The whole Town was glad of ir, and & 

{pecially Mar:end's Parents, who ſtill had kind- 

neſs tor him, and had been aftaid.to loſe him, 

the Italran had taken ſuch care to inform them 

daily of ſome new Circumſtance of his Crime: 
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. While. S. 4#bin was.in Priſon, the Captain, 
who; made. account to: haye. his revenge of S. 
 Axbm:;in the puniſhment..che State would in- 
_ fit on himq, could nor-fotbear telling his Wite 

ſomething of it, andat the ſame time reproach- 
ing her with. her falſenels.. AReproath a Wo- 
man / truly .vertuous. is..moſt ſenſible of :. And 
the Husband who uſes-ſach language ro hisWite, 
doth but raiſe.in her, a: deſire to be .reveng'd 
of an unjuſt, ſuſpition-by teal diſloyalty, when 
ſhe ſees him, make © i[ight-account: of the re- 
ſervation ſhe values her ſelf upon : Mariana, 
who no otherwiſe knew” of any dilloyalty but 
by her-Husbands Diſcourſe, and could reproach 
her ſelf for nothing but having been too- credu- 
lous, was ſo zouch'd to the quick with her Hus- 
bands ingratitude,: that ſhe refolv'd 'to puniſh 
him for his Jealoukhe , it- was long-ere her re- 
ſentment- maſter'd her Vertue, being- unreſolv'd 
' whom. to make ghoice of to-affiſt her in her 
revenge : But when S. Azb:iz was let at liberty, 
the fixt her choice' on him; and looking on 
him as an Inſtrument. very-fit for her turn, ſhe 
us'd him more obligingly than uſual : Every 
Day ſhe refolv'd to make him acquainted with 
her deſign, | but when they were together ſhe 
had not the-power to do it, flattering her *ſelf 
perhaps.he would gueſs at it. After vain ex- 
peQtation. he would ſave her the" confufion a 
complement of that Nature would put her in, © 
ſhe acquainted him at length with the injuſtice 
of her Husband, but had not the Power to fay 
ſhe intended. ſhame ſtopr -her mouth ; and 
9. Aubin contented himſelf with blaming the 
alien, without making any offer of his Service 
to Ratter her hopes. Se” 
Mariana 
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Mariana not gy ho at this; added, a - 
Man of his Humour deſerv'd to have a Wife 
that would be reveng'd ofhim. S. 4:7 reply'd 
coldly, it was an honeſt Womans part to think 
more of her Duty to herſelf than her Husband. 
This would be ſufficient to keep her from any 
at of diſloyalty, and for his part he little va- 
Ind a Woman who was reſerv'd on no other 
account but that 'of her Husband. Mariana 
who expected S., Azb:;n would have offer'd to 
go halves in the revenge ſhe defign'd, was ex- 
tremely furpriz'd to hear him preach honeſty to 
her. © And not able longer to endure the vexa- 
tion it gave. her, rerir'd into her Chamber, to 
weep 1t out there. 

Tis natural to defire what appears difficult 
to obtain. S. Aubins refiſtance heightned Mz- 
1412s paſſion : to Juſtity the diſcretion of her 
Lover ihe fancy'd he anſwered her thus, only 
to pleaſe her, who he knew was no Lover of 
very free diſcourſe : 1 ſhould have explain'd 
my ſelf better, fays ſhe, how elſe ſhould a 
Nan 1 have always uS'd hardly perceive a ſud- 
den change ſo much to his advantage. With 
that ſhe reſoly'd to ſpeak more plainly ; having 
obſery'd her time to make a new tryal, ſhe 
told him ſhe had refleQed on what he had faid 
to her of honeſt Womens Duty to themſelves, 
but found'thoſe Reaſons too weak to refiſt the 
motions of a predominate pafſion. I cannot 
endure my Husband, andthe defire T have to 
be reveng'd of a Man who makes fo ill ac- 
knowledgment of what I have-"done for him, 
makes me forget all I would haye regarded 0n 
another occaſion : -And fitice T'atn extremely 
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concerr'd to make to make choice of a diſcreet 
Man, I have pitch'd upon you: ſhe ſtopr there, 
thinking . fhe had faid enough : S. Aubm, who 
at firſt underſtood not what revenge ſhe intend- 
ed, thought ſhe: would have made away her 
Husband. | and abhorring 1o violent a defign, 
blam'd her extremely, telling her, a Wife muſt 
bear much with her Husband, that the happi- 
eſt marriages are attended with trouble z and 
that if all Wives who are not fſatisf'd with 
\ their Husbands ſhou!d take ſuch violent Refo- 
lutions, no Man would dare Marry; adding, 
he would willingly adventure his Life againſt 
any one had offended her, but that he "Long a9 
it not the part of a wiſe Man to meddle. 
tween Husband and Wife, And leaving Mars- 
.«na (in the diſorder you may 1magine) he 
thought fit to acquaint her Parents with the 
paſlages, and to "take Meatures with them to 
prevent further inconvenience ; but he had the 
Diſcretion to tell them no moze than that they 
would do well to prevent diſorders might a- 
riſe out of ſome ſmall difterence between the 
I:tanand his Wite, for he perceiv'd they were 
both too much diſpos'd to quarrel: S, Aubr7 at 
their requeſt»took ir*upon him to ſpeak to the 
Captain, and advis'd them the mean time to 
calm Mariana , he found. out the Ira/zarn, and 
having told him he had ſomething of Conſe- 
quence to acquaint him with, he made him a 
long Diſcourle of the extravagant Humours of 
moſt Women, and the unhappineſs of Husbands, 
who have'not the Art of complying with their 
weakneſſes, infinuating, it was a wiſe Man's part 
to prevent Noiſe, and over handſomely the 
O 2 EXtTa- 
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exttavagance of an humourſome Woman ; the 
Ir2/:27 not knowing what the Diſcourſe tend- 
ed to; took it worſe from S.. Azb:2 than he 
would from any Man, fancying be intended tg 
inſult over him, by reproaching him with the 
ealinels of his Wite. Being a Man of Courage, 
he had not the patience to endure the Afﬀtront, 
but 1aid his hand on his Sword, without giv- 
ing S. Aubin time to finiſh' the Diſcourſe. S. 
Arvin ſtood upon his guard, and defended him- 
ſelf, but they were parted without advantage 
on either ſide. 

AMariana's Parents tyr'd themſelves with 
preaching to her tro live in Peace with her Hus- 
band, when a Servaurt brings them News of a 
Duel between S. Aybin and the Italran, which 
ſurpriz'd them all, thongh on different Ac- 
counts: The Father-in-law believ'd his Son had 
ill raken the good, Offices S. Avb:n would have 
done him, and fo occation'd the quarrel : Ma- 
71ana applying all” ro her Love, tancy'd S. Au- 
bm had a generofity retin'd to that extremity, 
that he pretended himſelf unconcern'd for her, 
that he might be in a condition the better to 
- vindicate her. Burt the revenge ſhe expeCted 
was of another Nature, fuch as ſhe intended to 
ſhare in the Pleaſure of it with him who took 
it. The Captain arriving, complain'd to Mas: 
7:and's Father of the injury he prerended done 
him by S. Azbin, and told him he would no 
Jonper endure the inſolence of that Frenchman, 
who abus'd the reſpe& they had for him. The 
Father heard his Complaints with Attention, 
and was ſurpriz'd at the News of an Intrigue 
" between this Davghter and S. Azbin, which 
1 | mig*%% 
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might be likely enough : The Governour being tol® 
of the Quarrel, ſent for the Captain, who confi 
dently told him the Reaſons he had to draw up- 
on S. Aubin. The Governour not able to torbear 
laughing at a Jealouſie fo ill grounded, brought. 
the Captain to himſelf, by telling him S. Aub7 
was a Woman. | 
S. Aubin perceiving the. ſecret he was ſo care- 
ful tro conceal, was grown publick, left Valenci-\ 
ennes., and went to Mops. being about five Leagues 
off, giving out he- was an Eng/iſh Gentleman, re- 
lated to the Houſe Crouy : The Duke of Ar/chor 
who-was Governour, receiv'd him very kindly : 
and as diſtruſtful as he was of Strangers in a Ga- 
riſon of that Importance, he could not believe a 
young Gentleman of ſo good a Meen capable of 
any ill Defign. A Walloon Collonel, who had 
ſerv'd in Eng/and, was very civil-to him; and the 
Morrow after -his arrival invited him to Supper. 
S. Azbin was no ſooner come into the Collonels 
Houſe, but he ſaluted his Wife, ſhe was a Lady . 
too well qualifi'd to be capable of ingratitude, and 
having been with her Husband at Cambray when 
it was taken, ſhe preſently - knew 5. Aub:7 to be 
the Mareſchal Luxembourgs Aid de Camp, who 
had complemented the Ladies there from his Ge- 
neral ; ſhe was extremely glad to ſee him, and to 
have that occaſion to expreſs her acknowledgment 
of his civilities : She fancy'd her Husband, to. 
pleaſe her with the ſurprize, had brought him in 
aS an Engh/hman; and ſhe, to be even with her 
Husband, ask'd S. Azbrn £2 if ſhe had not known 
him ) what News from Eng/and. S. Aubin, 'not. 
Myriad, anſwer'd very natu- | 
rally, and like a Man of __ Country, atfeQing 
| 3 
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to ſpeak broken French, and giving fo exatt an ac- 
count of Attairs, that the Collonel's Wife thought 
her {elf miſtaken, in taking him to be S. Azbry : 
She excus'd her ſelf for it, and her Husband made 
her miſtake the SubjeCt of his Raillery all Supper. 
time. S. Azbin having dextroufly eſcap'd difſco- 
very here, reſolv'd not to appear before the- Du- 
cheſs of Ar/chot, knowing The had great Relati- 
ons at Brufſels, and would not fail to let her 
Friends know of it. He gave the Marqueſs D? 
Ofjeyra notice of his being at Mons by this Letter. 
T HE Difficulties 1 found in receiving News of you, and 

giving you an Account of my ſelf, made me reſolve 19 
come hither. Your Campaign is at an end, and 1 am in 4 
Tow you have no ſuſpicion 'of : Conſult your Tvve, and tell 
1m? what 1 fpall do to keep within' the Rules of Decency. 1 
will wit your Anſwer before T appear at the Dutcheſt of Ar- 
ſchots, that 'T may not expoſe my ſelf to the Noiſe *may be 
thereby occafion'd ; [4nd you ſhall find, under.the Name of S, 
Aubin, ', - | -... Your Chriſtina, 


- S. Aubin: having ſent this Letter to Bruſſels, by 
a truſty” Mefſenger, reſolv'd "'to wait /an Anſwer 
in.his Chamber, but was deceiv'd : For the Col- 
JoneFs Wife ar ee the Ducheſs of Ar /chor, 
for want of other Diſcourſe, told her of the Enp- 
1h Gentleman, who'had'ſaupp'd the Nighr before 
at her Houſe, and how ſhe” miſtook him for a 
French Gentleman. the had ſeen at Cambray : Ha- 
ving added a great deal about his Wit and good 

Meen, ſhe rais'd in the Ducheſs a defire to ſee him. 

' The Collonel undertock to bring him to her, found 
him in his Chamber, and having magnify'd the 
good Service jghis Wite had done, in giving the 
ucheſs a CharaQter of his good Qualities, he.ot- 
Ferd'to bring him to the Ducheſs. S.Aubm, vext 
Ee - at 
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at his officiouſteſs,excus'd himſelf with ſaying his 
Head ak'd. The Collonel, who expeQGted nor a 
Refuſal, and had ENBag '4 to. brin him, preſs'd 
him to go along, aſſuring hin he ſhould not ſtay 
a Moment. S: Aubin was perplext, being loth to 
ſe the Ducheſs hefore he had an Anſwer to his 
Letter,: and. nat well able to get rid of the Collo- 
nel's importunity, he /pray'd him to allow him a 
little time of 
the Evening, The Collonel-went away well ſa- 


tisf'd with the-promiſe, and.,S. Aubin continued 


unteſaly'd whar-to do. Haying thought well of 
the matter, ; and knowing the Ducheſs a. Generous 
- Perſon, he chole rather to ſee her privately, and 
be known to her; than to expoſe himſelf. pub- 
lickly-to the ſurprize. his diſguiſe might occaſion. 
He lofi his Chamber before the Collonel rerurn'd, 
and: being got to. the Ducheſfles, ſent her Word 
there was: a. Stranger had Buſinets of Conlequence 
with -bex..and defir'd private Audience; The Du- 
chels went P Felpat 4 "_ another Room, ;where 5. 
Aubin was 100 dmitted. As ſaonas9. fx 
bin appear'd, _ Ae 2t-firlt Sight knew who 


it was.; and- without allowing her rime to ſpeak, 


kindly: embrac'd her, expietimg much | joy. to ſee 
her. - $,: aubin-gave;hera brief Account of Aﬀairs, 
and oe gdefign brought hig TT, 0 _- 
ls ter. 10 a r tothe Mar SD 4 
Maids Habit nd & the /Duche(s Ke. 
ry ay more into her. mily-;.-which the ' Ducheſs 
*® readily. granted; All things agreed: on, the/Gen- 
:tleman;made as if he,withdrew ; and preſently 
alter geturn'd by another Door the Nuchets oxder'd 
tobe open'd on purpoſe. S. Aubin had provided 
Ly Mit .of Womans Cloarhs at Paris, and having 
W4 "_ 


reſt, and he would go with him in 
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quickly ſhifted the Habit and Name- of S. Aub:n, 
into that of Chrit:z2, the Ducheſs produc'd her 
aS'a Gentlewoman of Li/le, who was come to 
ſpend ſome time with her. © It is the Preropative 
of Grear Ones to be believ'd without examination 
of Particulars by Inferjours ; and Chriſtina was ta- 
ken by all, for what the Ducheſs declar'd her to be. 
The Duke of Ar/chot was the firſt deceiv'd: The 
Collonel in the mean'time return'd to S. Azbzzrs 
Lodging, where he was told the Gentleman was 
gone. RefleCting therr on what had paſs'd at Ta- 
ble. he made no doubt bur the 7 ropes Enegliſh- 
an was the Frenchman his Wit: d ſeen at Cam- 
bray. He was ſorry he had been ſo credulous, 
and refolv'd not to appear at the Governour's, 
for fear ot being ask'd News-of the Stranger. The 
Ducheſs. willing to divert her ſelf with the Ad- 
venture, ſeft for the Collonel and told him, that 
being his Friend, ſhe took: that occaſion to let 
him know the Duke was much ſurpriz'd- to hear 
he held Correſpondence with the Enemy; and had . 
entetain'd at his Houſe, at/Supper the laft Night, 
a Freiich-Spy, thongh his'Wite knew hin to be 
an* Aid-de'Camp 'of the Duke of ELaxemburg's. 
-The' go0d 'Collonel, -affonillyd ar the Diſcourſe, 
pray'd the'Diicheſs t& eontirve his Proteftoreſs; 
aſſuring her; by!-all'tharsHered,'he-avas! inno- 
cent, and had taken that young Gentleman to be 
-an ' Eng/iſh-man. © The Ducheſs, pretending her 
* RIP farisfy*d; promis%d-to'dear him. © 

> The Duchels'of Ar/chor, fearing to draw trou- 
© ble on her ſelf, writ -to/'one of her Friends at 
- Bruſſels, deſwing Advie&how to govern-her {lf, 
as to Chyiſtiza;, and whether the Spaniards would 
not take it ill ſhe entertain'd a TENG, _ 
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Ducheſs de Villa Hermoſa ſaw the Letter, and ſhe 
told her Husband of it. The Marqueſs D*' Ofey- 
74 was in the mean time gone to Mons, in ſearch 
of S. Azbin ; but could have no Account what 
was become of him. The Collonel inform'd of 
the Marqueſs's Arrival,” waited on him to tender 
his Service ; but finding him troubled S. Awbiz 
was gone, he thought- they had diſcover'd ſome 
Plot, and made haſte away for fear of being ap- 
prehended as having had a Hand in it. The 
Marqueſs could not, with decency, be long at 
Mons without viſiting the Duke and Ducheſs of 
Arſchot : He went: to their Houſe,  and' was re- 
ceiy'd with all the reſpe&t dye to his Birth and 
Merit. The Ducheſs, who gueſs'd the cauſe of 
his coming, perceiving, - by the diſtraction appear- 
ing in his Countenance, the trouble he was in, 
told him they had that Day ſurpriz'd a French 
Spy. drawing a Map of the Town; and that 
ſbe had much ado to prevail with her Husband 
not to- cauſe him to be hang'd up-immediately. 
The Marqueſs full of fear for S. Aubin, ask'd her, 
withtmuch trouble; what was become of the Cri- 
minal, © You may queſtion him if you pleaſe, ſays 
the Ducheſs, for he is yet in my Chamber ; and 
] am fare you will be for giving him his Life : - 
Having paſs in atiother Apartment, There is the 
Criminal, fays the Ducheſs, ſhewing him Chr:/tina. 
The Reader may well think they embrac'd one 
another e're ſhe could make an end of her Com- 
plement. Chr:/t:na, chartning as ſhe was, appear'd 
much more ſo to the. Marqueſs. They were both 
16 well fatisfy'd at the ſight of each other, after 
lo manyicroſs Accidents, that.they continued ſome 
Ume-looking one upon another, not able to ſpeak 


F 
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a Word to expreſs their joy. They fail'd not af- 
terwards to fay all the kind things two Lovers 
are capable of on {ſuch an occation. The Mar- 
. queſs thank'd the Ducheſs for the pleaſant Cheat 
t upon him, and confefs'd he-:was come with a 
ign to Marry his dear 'Miſtrefs, and: pray'd 
her the Ceremony of it. mighr be pertorm'd at her 
Houſe. The Ducheſs, not expecting fo ſudden 
a -Roſolution, could not-handiomly refuſe him ; 
but defir'd zime to think on't;: and to receive an 
Anſwer from Bruſſels ; adding, -he would do well 
to ſend a Courrier to the Biſhop for a Licenſe. 
Chriſtina ſaying {he thought that very necellary, 
and defird ir. might be fo ; the: Marqueſs ſent a- 
way a Gentleman. expreſs to: the Biſhop, and 
charg'd him to diſpatch that Aﬀair with all expe- 
dition. The two Lovers, with a pleafing Imparti- 
ence, expected tie rerurn of the Courrier, and re- 
joyc'd the while to ſee their Conftancy ſo near be- 
ing Crown'd with mutual Enjoyment. The Mar- 
queſs was -perſwaded- Chriſtina's Thoughts - were 
altogether Heroick, that ſhe lov'd none befide him, 
and was above the weaknefles commonly;incident 
to thoſe of her Sex. How-odd ſoever it might 
. appear, that a Man of:his Quality ſhould Marry 
a Maid that had run through ſo many ditterem Ad- 
yentures, his Love, and the;knowledge he had of 
the Vertues of his Miſtreſs, preyail'd withihim a- 
bove all other cofifiderations. - Chriſtina, who had 
not on any ,other occaſion-been ſenfible of:Love, 
but yielded her: felf to the ſole Merit and perſeve- 
-rance of- the/Marquels,- was [extreme glad to ice 
her Troubles;ſo near an end, and herſelf upon 
the point; of being united-to:the only. Man of the 
World, who had the feareto. pleat Diry pd = 
NOUBN? 
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thought worthy of her atteftions::: But this Joy 
was ſhart-liv'd, and -the fatisfaQtion they had to 
be together ſome hours, ſeem'd granted them on- 
ly to heighten the grief that was quickly to fuc- 
ceed Tops of Abſence from each other, with 


{mall hopes of ever ſeeing one another again. 
The Ducheſs of Ben4videz, who, after the ta: 
king 'of Cambray, 'was return'd into Spazr, and 
could not Pardon the'Marqueis D'Ofeyra his in- 
ſenſibility, had inforn'd his Mother of the Paſh- 


on he had for Chriſtina, and had given her fo ill- - 


{avour'd a Deſcription of that poor Maids Diſgui- 
ſes and Adventures, that the Mother was perfwa- 
ded her Son was bewitch'd : And attributing his 
Paſhon to ſomething ſupernatural, ſhe pray'd Dor: 
' Fobn of Auft}:a (who had a reſpe&t for 'her, ha- 
ving long known her at Ar74g07, ) to obtain an 
Order' from the 'King; to the Governour of the 
Lotw:Countries, to obſtratt the Marriage of the 
Marqueſs with Chr:/t:na; and (if need were ) to 
interpoſe the Ring's Authority-to prevent'it: The 
Order was ſent into Flanders,” as {rift as the Mar- 
cionels could wiſh'it, and'the Duke de-V2//2 Her. 
moſa, very #ealous for the'Service of his Prince, 
and defirous to demonſtrate an exatt Conformity 
to the Orders of the Court, and repair, by per- 
torming what was In his Powerz the misfortune 
he had to loſe many Places it was'not in his pow- 
er to defend better than he had done ; being-ad- 
vertiZ'd, by the Ducheſs of A/chor's Letter, "of 
Chriftine's arrival at Mons, preſently ſent thither 
the Captain of his Guatds, with the King's Or- 
der addreſs'dto the Duke of Arſchor, declaring he 
muſt be anſwerable to the King to have Ooriſtin 
torth-coming. And being told the Maqueſs D' 

ow Ofeyra 
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Offeyra was gone from Bruſſe/s, he preſently 
thought him gone for Mons; which oblig'd him 
to diſpatch .a Courrier thither, to tell the Mar- 
queſs he mult prafeag'y attend him. The Couri- 
Er artriv'd as foon as the King's Order ; and the 
Marqueſs (from. whom the' Duke conceal'd the 
Order he receiv'd) beliey'd the French intended 
to attacque Bruſſels ; and went ye + in all haſte, 
having taken leave of Chr:ſt:na, and recommend- 
ed her earneſtly to the Ducheſs. When the Mar- 
queſs came to Bruſſels, he was extremely ſurprizd 
when the” Governour ſhew'd him the Order from 
pos, and pray'd him not to ſtir out of Town ; 
for if he did, he muſt interpoſe his Authority to 
hinderhim. The Marqueſs was upon the poiat of 
returning for Mors in ſpight of the Governour's 
Orders, when a Letter was brought him from the 
Ducheſs. of 4r/chor, acquainting him ſhe was 
much troubled 'a Higher Power had put it out of 
hers to expreſs! her reſpects tor him in the Perſon 
of his Miſtreſs; who was now in a Covent, where 
ſhe ſhould be ns'd very civily : but was nor to be 
ſpoke with by any but the Abbeſs of the Place, 
the Order from Spain being poſitive in that Par: 
ticular. This -was a deadly. blow to a Man in 
Love, as the Marqueſs, but it muſt be born with, 
and he mult be content to write into Spazn to en- 
deavour to obtain a Revocation of the Order. Se- 
veral Perſons of the higheſt Quality writ in Fa- 
your of Chriſtina, giving her the CharaQter of an 
extraordinary Perſon; and that her Vertue, and 
_ excellent Qualities, deferv'd to be us'd with par- 
ticular Reſpet. The- good Offices intended the 
Marqueſs,by Letters ſo much to the advantage of 
his Miſtreſs, had an effeQ quite contrary by - 
| : 4 rien 
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Friends expeQtation.. The King of Sparn baving 
been told of her, and ſcarce believing what was 
zepoted of her, expreſs a great defire to ſee ſo 
rarea Perſon: And having ask'd if it were not poſ: 
ſible to have her brought into Spar, Don Fohn of 
Auftria promis'd ſhe ſhould. It being Dor Fohr7s 
Cuſtom to make the King acquainred with the 
greateſt Aﬀairs of Exrope, by way of Divertiſe- 
ment; as in the beginning of his Miniſtry he made 
him defirous to learn to write, by ſhewing him a 
Letter from the Duke of Savoy, all of the Hand- 
writing of that young Prince ; and affuring his 
Majeſty he might, it he pleas'd, do as much in 
three Months. The King thought well of ir, 
and learnt to write. Order was ſent to the Go- 
vernour of the Low-Countries, to Embarque Chr:- 
ſtina to be convey'd into Spazr : the Duke de V:/lz 
Hermoſa, willing to ſave the Marqueſs D' Offeyra 
the Trouble the removing his Miſtreſs to ſuch a 
diſtance mighr occaſion him, kept rhis Order very 

rivate. When Chriftina was told ſhe muſt go a 

hip-board, ſhe was at Death's-door ; eſpecially 
when ſhe heard ſhe was to go into Sparr, and 
the Marqueſs to ſtay in Warders, with fo little 
hopes of ever ſeeing her more: Theſe Refle&i- 
| ons made her forget ſhe had ever been S. Axbrr, 
and yeild her ſelf wholly to the Sentiments of 
Chriftina ; herLove drawing Tears from her in a- 
bundance, which the fear of Death was never able 
to force from hes. She took Shipping at Offend, 
In a Veſlel fitted, and arm'd on purpoſe to con- 
vey her for Spain. She was recommended with ſo 
much care to the Officers of the Ship, that they 
_ her a Princeſs of ſome Soveraign Family, 
whic 
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of State. © \'The Gentry of that Nation are great a- 
dorers-of/'Women, and thoſe in the Ship us' her 
with that reſpect, that help'd her to bear her mis- 
fortunes mote patiently, a' Wotnan, what: condi- 
tion ſoever ſhe 1s in, being till ſenſible of the de- 
ference expreft for her. An Officer in the Ship 
(whether Lieutenant, or Enfign, I know not ) pol: 
feſt with an opinion of. Chr1ſt;na's Highneſs, and 
having perhaps read in Doz 2zzxoz, that the firſt 
Dury of a Cavalier is to-ſnccour Ladies in diſtreſs, 
obſerving Chriſt;za one Day all bloated with cry- 
ing, watch'd an opportunity to ſpeak to her in 
private, and told her, if ſhe-was ſo averſe agaiuſt 
going to Sparn, as her tears and her {ighs gave him 
cauſe to believe, ſhe might ſignific her pleaſure to 
him, who would bring her where ſhe defir'd, or ſer 
fire of the Ship. Chriſtina, well acquainted with 
the extravagance of the Spaniards, 1n what con- 
cerns:Ladies, doubted not but he ſpake in good 
earneſt ; but looking on his Propofal as impraQti- 
cable, ſhe thank'd him, pretending ſhe would not 
conſent to it, for fear of expoſing a Gentleman of 
fo much bravery to fo certain danger. Who ever 
knows the humour of” the Spanards, will ealily, 
_ believe: ſich an anſiver, from a fair Lady, was 
more than ſifficient to oblige this Officer ro un- 
dertake impoſhbilities for her ſake :' He conjur'd 
her to employ him in her ſervice, aſſuring her he 
would endeavour to anſwer the good opinion ſhe 
had of his worth. Chriſtiza, unwilling to att any 
thing raſhly, advis'd him'to confider a lirrle. of the 
matter ; and becauſe they could not, withour ſu- 
ſpicion, diſcourſe long together, ſhe' pray'd him 
to put in writing the means he thought proper to 
* bring about his deſign by : The Officer promis'd Fy 
$ 
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As he wasdrawing up his Memorial; :two Veſlels 
of Tripoly attack'd the Spamſh Ship : 'Þ will nor 
trouble the Reader with a tedious Relation of the 
Sea-fight, but acquaint: him only that Chriſtina, 
chuling rather 'to go'into Sperm, where ſhe might 
hope to ſee the N ues Df Offeyra once more, 
than to fall into the Twr&s Hands, did extraordi- 
nary ACtions in the Fight z and having obſery'd a 
Souldier.who ſcarce knew how to handle his Arms, 
took them-out of his Hands, and made ſo good 
uſe of them, that ſhe contributed very much to 
the ſhameful Retreat the Tyrks were forc'd to 


make. 

When all was quiet again in the Ship, the Captain and Of- 
ficers, who all their Lite had been under the Vulgar errour, 
thar a Woman is incapable of Aﬀions of Valour, were afto- 
niſhr at Chriſtina's dexterity and courage. They Complement- 
ed her for ir, bur having not in their Language Terms ſuffici- 
ently expreſſive'of their admiration, they expreſs'd it by look- 
ins on' her withogt ſpeaking a Word. The Spaniards are 
great Bouncers, much given to Hyperboles, one call'd her the 
Queen of Amazones, another ſaid the was an Angel deſcended 
from Heaven for their Aid. They were ſo well ſatisfied with 
the Miracles ſhe had done ( for ſo they call'd them ) that had 
ſhe raken her advantage of rhe fayourable diſpoſition they 
were then in, ſhe might have eaſily perſwaded them to land 
her in France : Bur ſhe had a very ſtaid Wir, not apt to be led 
with Fancies, ſo that ſhe never thought of ir. In the mean 
time 'the Officer, who had offer'd her his Service, being con- 
firm'd in the Fancy he had of her high Birth, by the Attions 
he had lately ſeen, took a new Reſolution to ſer her ar liber- 
ty; and blindly, following his fancy, drew up an extravagant 
ProjeR, ſuirable to the Capacity of a Man bred very meanly. 
It was divided into Articles too ridiculous to be inſerred- 
The ſubſtance was, | | 

Thar he would fteal Chriſtina, by killing the Centinel ar 
her Cabin Door ; and becauſe this could nor be done without 
noiſe, he pretended. he Had provided againſt ir, by a hole he 
had made in the Magaziti of Powder, at which he would dif- 
_ 2 ſmall Gun, fer fire of rhe Powder-Room, and'blow 
up. the Vellel, as ſoon as they were got away, to a conveni- 

| ene 
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ent diſtance; -in the Long-boat. The-only Reward he defirq 
for this braye Aion, was to be fent to London with the Cha- 
rater of Ambaſladour from the Princeſs, ro defire his Majeſty 
of England's Protetion. He was fo pleas'd with the Fancy of 
his Proje&, rhat one Day he rold Chriſtina ſhe would withour 
fail be at liberty in few Days, all things being near ready, and 
preſented her the Paper; Read it, ſays he, and you will find 
I have taken my Oak wi, very + Chriſtina, who had al: 
ready no great opinion of his Wit, recery'd 'his Memorial, 
imagining he might write with more judgment than he ſpoke. 
The cxtravagances of the Spamard would at another rime have 
made her excellent ſport : But now ſhe pitty'd. his folly, tel- 

ling him, coldly, her mind was alter'd, and that ſhe was ve 

 defirous to ſee rhe Courr of Spain. Any Man, but # Spaniard, 
would have been offended at the ſlight; bur what ever hap- 
pens, a Spaniard finds Fewel in it to feed rhe Fire of his Vani- 
ty: He reply'd, ſhe could ner do better than go ſee the Gran- 
deur of the Spaniſh Court, which, in his opinion, was the 
moſt Majeſtick of the Univerſe. - 

The Ship this while drew near the Coaſt of Spain, and Cbri- 
fling, not forgetring ſhe was ftill further and further from the 
Marqueſs D'Ofſeyra, aftiifted her ſelf every Day ſo much the 
more. As 1oon as they landed, the Maſter of rhe Veſſel rook 
Poſt ro carry the Duke de Villa Hermoſa's diſpatches to Court. 
When he arriv'd there, they askK'd him a hundred ſeveral 

ueſtions about Chriſtma. He fpoke much in commendation 
ot her Beauty, but when he came to the Particulars of the 
Engagement wich the Veſſels of Tripoli, he exroll'd ro the 
Skies, the valour and courage of our Heroine. This appear'd 
ſo ſtranze, in a Country where Women ſpend their time 19 
an exceſfive ſoftneſs, and are generally fearful, thar all who 
heard the News, ſpoke of Chriſtina. with grear admiration. 
He who firſt gave the Ring an account of her, and cccafion'd 
his deſire to ſee her, faild not to acquainr him with what the 
Captain faid of her: The King was willing to hear the Cap- 
rain himſelf, and fent for him. The King's preſence, and 
the'defire to pleaſe him, infpir'd Eloquence into the Captain, 
who gave his Majeſty an accounr of the Fighr, and particulat- 
ly of what Chriſtina Lad done ; which he diſplay'd with ſuch 
advantage, it heighren'd the King's defire to ſee her. A 
Coach of rhe King's was immediately ſent away, to bring her 
with more convenience, and expedition to- Court ; where, 
by rhe diligence of the Perſon employ'd to attend her, Chriſti 
7a arriv'd 1n very few Days. T ” : 


SS 3 IO ra LAG WW NT . —_—__ OT. 


» Od 
_ 


—— 
we 'D 


h THE" 
Heroine Muſqueteer - 
” BS. 3 oe, 
FEMALE WARRIER. 


ODER — Eun inn . ——_— 


The Fourth aid Laſt Part. 


much troubled to find every one there 15 
earneſtly defirous to ſee her: The Coun- 
tels of Benaviaez had given ſo ſtrange an account 
of her, and the Captain of the Veſlel, in whigh 


G5 being arriv'd at Madrid, was 


[he was tranſported into Spazr, was ſo careful in | 


publiſhing ber AQion againſt -the Corſaires, (to 
which the People added fo many fabulous Cir- 


cumſtances ) thar her valour was generally attrj- 
buted to a ſupernatural Principle. Some conti- . 
dently affirm'd ſhe was a Witch ; but rhis ridicu- . 
 lous report vaniſh'd as ſoon as ſhe appear'd at 


Court, where ſhe anſwer'd exaQtly all rhe Que- 
tions Dor Fobn of Auſtria ask'd her in the Kings 
preſence. She had the __ Fortune to ſee what- 
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ever ſhe ſpoke was pleafing and well taken; to 
which her Modeſty, good Meen, and ſpeaking 
Spaniſh ſo well, did very much. contribute : The 
Court was well farisfy'd with her Diſcourſe, and 
the Prince Don Fohn of Auſtria aſſur'd her ſhe 
ſhould he well us'd, and treated with reſpeCQ; 


When ſhe was rerir'd, the King, and the Prince 


his Brother, ipoke much to her advantage : The 
Courtiers, as well out of a natural inclination the 
Spanizrds have to ſpeak always in favour of La- 
dies, as of cuſtom, to approve whatever the King 
likes, highly applauded. his Majeſties ſentiments. 
They made particular Obſervations and Remarks 
on all thar appeared charming in Chr:ſt:na, and 
diſcover'd ſuch excellency of Wit in expreflions 
dropt caſually from her, that the King was per- 
1waded they' had done her wrong who had cen- 
ſur d her conduct ; and of all thoſe Gentlemen 
who waited on his Majeſty, there was not one 
but could have wiſh'd himfelf the place of the 
Marqueſs d* Ofjeyra in her favour: Dorn Fobn 
gave order ſhe ſhould have Lodging and Dyet at 
the Kings charge : Theſe diſtinguiſhing Favours, 
and the obliging charaQter given her by thoſe who 


' kngw her, made ſeveral Ladies, of the higheſt 


Quality, very defirous to ſee her. *Tis nor to be 
expetted they ſhould have, for one of their Sex, 


the complaiſance of Gentlemen, who, taken at 


firſt ſighr with the ſplendour of a beautiful Lady, 


. abſerve not her defefts, or ar leaſt paſs over and 


excuſe them : Women, on the contrary, over-look, 
or (ar beſt) take very ſlight notice of any thing 
that appears pleaſing and agreeable in another, 
and apply themſelves with diligence to magnitic 
and blazon all her imperteCtions, and __ 

tlie 
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they believe diſplealing or unhandiome. As foon 
25 the Ladies had ſeen Chriſtina, they bland theit 
weak judgments who had cry'd up her beauty, 
and endeavour'd to make them ſenſible of ſeveral 
defeQts in it, rhough all rhe World is not yet of 
theſe Ladies Opinion in the caſe : The Counteſs 
de Benavidez, perceiving the preſence. of Chriſtins 
would deface the ill imprefſions ſhe had given of 
her, endedvourU to prepoſleſs the Courtiers to 
her diſadvantage : Bat being fruſtrated on that 
fide, and looking on the Ladies as better diſpoſed 
to ſerve her defign, who are uſually pleas'd to 
hear any rhing to the prefudice of one of their 
Sex, who has gain'd the reputation of eminent 
the ſpoke ot Chriſlna with that ſcorn and con- 
tempr, that ſeveral of the Ladies were unwilling 
10 appear in the ſame Room with her. Notwith- 
ſtanding the diligence of the Counteſs, and the 
diſcourte of the Ladies of her Cabal, the young 
Gentlemen of the Court lik'd Chriſtine very well : 
But the Count Ta/ara, firft Gentleman of his Ca- _ 
tholick Mafeſties Bed-Chamber, no longer able to 
{tife the Flame kindled in his atteCtions, frequent- 
ed her company, and omitted nothing to make 
her ſenſible he was in love with her. Chrifting, 
perceiving it, did all that could be expected from 
a vertubus Lady to diſabuſe him, and us'd all the 
Diſcourſes and Arguments a Woman, who would 
diſcourage a Lover, and had no defire to be lov'd, 
could invent on that occafion : The Count de Ta- 
lara, not diſcouraged by her leverities, continued 
to love and wait upon her wherever ſhe was to 
te ſeen, being nor of tbe opinion'ot that experi- 
enced Lover, who ſaid it was in a Womans pow- 
er, to deterr any from loving her, by a cold en- 
F 3 tertain- 
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tertainment, and at two or three ſeveral times 
re!ling them drily ſhe was not pleas'd with the 
addreis. Chriſtina having follow'd this maxim, 

and ſeveral others ior curing the Count, thoughr 

It in vain to diſcourage him any more, but reſoly'd 

(without giving her {elf the trouble of undeceiving 

him further) to ro order her aQtions, and ſhape 

the conduct of her Lite, as nor to give him cauſe 

of the leaſt hope ot ſucceſs : The Count atrtribu- 

ting Chriſtina's {lights to ſome particular averſion, 
he apprehended ſhe might have againſt him, fan- - 
cy'd ſhe was otherwiſe inclin'd, and being a Per: 
{on interior to none, in handſomneſs, quality, or 
wit, was troubled extremely with this imaginarti- 
on: To fatishe himſelf in this particular, he made 
ſome Perſons, who now and then viſited Chri/t:na, 
acquainted with his paſlion, and pray'd them nor 
to ſee her any more. The Gentlemen of Spain 
have that deference and reſpeCt one for another, 
that a requeſt of this kind is not extraordinary 
there : Chriſtina very carefully avoided all occa- 
ſions of being alone with the Count, and went 
frequently to Court to entertain his Majeſty with 
an account of pallages in Flanders. And having 
one Day exprelt a great defire to ſee the E/cura!, 
ro know whether that famous Houſe anſwerd 
the reputation it had in Exrope; the King was 
glad there was any thing'in Sparn could move the 
curioſity of a Perſon, who had ſeen ſo many varic- 
ties, and pray'd two Ladies of the Court to bear 
her company thither, ro ſhew her the magniticence 
of that Pallace, and the rare deviſes in ſeveral 
Apartments there, which Phz/zp the ſecond put 
ſo great a value upon : Order was given the La- 


dies fhould be ſumpruouſly treated there : Count 
Talara, 


= 
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Ta/ara, having head of it, would fain have been 
one of the company, but was indiſpenſably ob- 
lig'd by the Duty of his Place to attend the Kings 
Perſon, and as things then ſtood in the Court of 
Spain, there was no. abſenting himſelf without 
maniteſt hazard of his Fortune. As he wasthink- 
ing of a Perſon he might confide in, to ſpeak in 
his Favour to Chriſtina on this occaſion, news 
was brought him that the high Steward of the 
Kings Houſhold, who was his Kinſman and Friend, 
was newly return'd from the Army in Catalonra, 
where he had a command ; the Count gave him 
4 viſit, and having conteſt he was deſperately in 
love with an excellent ſtrange Lady, who was to 
be on the morrow at the E/cur:a/, with ſeveral 
other Ladies ; he conjur'd him to make uſe of 
the Priviledge of his Place, in going to: the enter- 
tainment, where it would be in his power tq do' 
him good offices with his Miſtreſs, under pre- 
tence of raking care of the Ladies. A Gentleman 
never refuſes an imployment of this nature, and 
this Friend of rhe: Counts, readily accepting the 
charge he gave him, promis'd to acquit himſelf 
well of it. He fail'd not to go the next Day to 
the E/curial, where, having given the neceſſary 
orders, he went into a Gallery the Ladies were 
walking in ; who, having notice of his arrival, 
advanc'd to receive him, believing he had taken 
this Journey meerly out of reſpect to them : He 
had ſcarce begun to paſs a Complement of civi- 
lity upon them, but having caſt his Eyes on Chri- 
ſtina, he ſtood ſtill as a Statue : The Ladies 
were aſtonitht, eſpecially Chr:ſt;na, who fixing 
her Eye earneſtly on him, knew him to be Dox Phz- 
/Þ de Palafaxe, of whom I ſpoke in my firſt Vo- 

p F 3 lume, 


214 | The Heroine Muſqueteer : Or, 


Tame, as the Perſon who pals'd the Pyrenees ta 
ſteal her away. Chriſtina cry'd out, frightned to 
ſee her ſelf ſo near a Perſon who had been deep- 
4 in love with her, and one whom ſhe thought 

e had highly offended. Don Philip had not 
heard of Chrift:na ſince he went into the Army in 
Catalonia, whence he rerurn'd but once to Courr, 
to take his Oath of High-Steward of the Houſ: 
Hold, the Place being void by the Death of the 
Marqueſs Dar:z2a his Father ; ſo that *"twas no 
wonder he was furpriz'd at ſo unexpetted a fight 
_ of a Perſon who had been fo dear to him, and 
by her inſenfibility had made him reſolve to go 
into the Army : Thoſe who have had any experi- 
ence in Love, will eafily agree, the fight, after 
long abſence, ofa Perſon we have tenderly lov'd 
and never prevail'd with, cannot bur cauſe ex- 
tra0Minary. emotions in the Heart of a Lover. 
All Men are apt to flatter themſelves in rheir 
_ paſſions, and Don Palafox, not able to imagine 
what ſtrange Fortune ſhould bring Chriſtina (a 
Erench-woman) into Spain, when the Two 
Crowns were ſo deeply engag'd in War, preſent- 
ly fancy'd ſhe had repented her ill uſage of him. 
and probably was return'd into Sparn in ſearch 
of him. And continuing to interpret all things 
to his advantage, he thoughr the flights Count 
Talara complain'd of, and the loud cry her late 
aſtoniſhment, at firſt fight of him, had forc'd 
from her, effeas of her paſſion for him. Being 
tull of theſe fancies, he ſaid a thouſand extrava- 
gances z and Chriſtma was fo furpriz'd, .ſhe an- 
ſwerd not a Word : The Ladies who {tood by, 
taking notice of the aſtoniſhment, on either fide, 


help'd ro bring them to themſelves again ; and 
| 4, finding 
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finding Chriſtina much diſordered by the preſence 
of Don Philip, they pray'd him to withdraw, 
which he could, not deny them ; yet hoped the 
diſorder he ſaw Chriſt; in boded him much good. 
He was no ſooner gone, but Cr obſerving 
that the Ladies were in pain to know the cauſe 
of her trouble, yet ſo diſcreet as to forbear ask- ' 
ing her, acquainted them with what had paſt in- 
her Country, and whatever elſe had any relation 
to her concern with Don Philip : This leſſen'd 
their wonder at her aſtoniſhment, and was eaſily 
believ'd 'by them, who were well acquainted 


* with the headſtrong humour of that Gentleman. 


Don Phitip the while confider'd the Accident 
he had newly met with, and being naturally 
vain, flatter d himſelf with an Opinion Chriſtina 
was in Love with him. It was a pretty while 


"ere he came to a Reſolution whether to return 


to the Ladies, or retire to ſave Chriſtina the Con- 
fuſion he fear'd his Preſence would pur her in be- 
fore the Company : After much Debate ir was 
carry'd for the Retirement, in Confidence his Mi- 
{treſs would thank him for his Diſcretion, ' and 
eſteem him the better for't. Count Ta/ara, im- 
patient to hear the Succeſs of his Friend's Jour- 
ney, had given Order he ſhould have notice as 
ſoon as Pa/afox arriv'd : And going to his Houſe 
ſoon after his Arrival, he ask'd him, with much 
Concern, what News of his Miſtreſs :- You have 
a Rival, anſwerd Dor Philip, who hath long 
been in Love with the fair French-woman, and he 


 isa Gentleman I have a great Intereſt in, and my 


very good Friend. Know you not, reply'd the 
Count, thinking he meant the Marqueſs d"Oſey- 
79, thatthe King hath explained himſelf in thar 
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particular, and declar'd, He will not conſent t9 
their Marriage : You ſurprize me, ſays Doz Phj. 
/ip, (not comprehending the Count's meaning, ) 
{| did not think the Court ſo well inform'd of the 
Affair. A Kinſman of Dor Philip's coming in, 
interrupted their Diſcourſe, and prevented far- 
ther Explication: The Count took his Leave, and 
Don Pallafox remain'd very unquiert at the News 
he had newly told : Going to the King on the 
morrow, he found Chr:ſt:na there, giving His 
Majeſty an Account of every thing worthy Ob- 
ſervation at the Efcuria/ : They ask'd if ſhe 
thought it a betrer Houſe than Ver/azlles , there 
is no proportion between them, ſays Chrifting, 
Ier/ailles being more conſiderable for the Wa- 
ters, and delicate Garders abour ir, than the mag- 
niacence of the Buildings, which are neat and 
convenient, but not ſtately ; but the E/curzal is a 
Palace of very large Extent. 

Don Philip pretending he knew not this ſtrHge 
Lady, ask'd thoſe who ſtood by, who ſhe was, 
while ſhe ſpoke to the King : They told him 
what they had heard of the Marqueſs 40ſſeyra's 
Paſiibn, the Fights ſhe had been in, in Flanders, 
and, in a word, all thoſe Stories the Publick had 
added\ to the.rruth of her Adventures. The King 
being gone to Counſel, Chriſtina retir'd, and Don 
Phil;p gave her his Hand to bring her to her A- 
partment, which ſhe would not refuſe him, for 
tear of notice bzing taken of it in ſo publick a 


place : As ſoon as he came where he might 


ipzak to her in private, he aflur'd her he had al- 
ways lov'd her ; and thar it he had been guilty 
of Diſteſpea in endeavouring to ſteal her, ſhe 
ought to pardon 1r, as an Ettett of the 

his 
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kis Paſſion, his Intentions having been always 
very good. Chriſtina willing to dilabuſe him, told 
* him, his Explications were to no purpoſe, fince 
ſhe had diſpos'd of her Heart ro another, and 
waited only a favourable Opportunity to com- 
plain to the King of the Injuſtice of her Ene- 
mies, and to entreat his Majeſty's Protection, if 
. ſhe ſhould marry the Marqueſs d"Oſeyra ;, other- 
wiſe, that ſhe might have liberty ro 1ſpend her 
Life in a Convent. With that the burſt out into 
Tears, at the Thought of the Marqueſs ; which 
Don Philip ſeeing, (that he might nor afflict her 
more by Diſcourſe he perceived rroubleſom to 
her) went away, but was ſo much concern'd for 
her, rhat he made it his buſineſs to be better in; 
ſtructed in the Particulars of her Aﬀairs. 

Having remembred himſelt thar the Counteſs 
de Benavidez had telided long jn Flarders, he 
gave her a Vilir, and falling inſenfibly into Diſ- 
courſe of Chriſtiza : The Counteſs gave him a 
Deſcription of her, much like that ſhe had for- 
merly given the Marchionels 4* Offeyra, and ma- 
ny others ; infinuating, that all her Diſguiſes 
were the Efteats of a Criminal Paſſion ; whieh 
Don Philip was 1o far perſwaded of, that he re- 
pented he had ever lov'd her : Moſt Men are 
diſpoſed to believe what they hear reported of 
the ill Conduct of Women, and the. groſs Error 
of moſt Strangers, eſpecially Spanzards, inthe 
hard Cenſure rhey paſs of the Liberty Women 
enjoy in France, did not a little contribute to con- 
frm Den Philtp in the Sentiments the Counteſs 
had inffir'd him with. He thank'd her for her 
Information, and having that Evening met with 
Count Ta/ars, as the King was going to Bed, he 

, told 
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told him he would cure him of the Paſſion he 
had for Chriſtina, aſſuring him he knew by a ve- 
ry good Hand, the was unworthy the AﬀeCtion ' 
of a Perſon of Honour : The King having that 
Inſtant call'd the Count upon Bulineſs belonging 
to his Place, he had not the time to anſwer Dor 
Philip ; and preſently afrer, every body- with- 
drew : The Count, by this Priviledge of firſt Gen- 
tleman of the Bed-Chamber, was to lie there 
that Night : The Paſſion he had for Chriſtina, 
made him muſe all Night of Dox Philip's Dif. 
courſe ; at laſt, reproaching himſelf for having 
endur'd Language ſo much to the Diſadvantage 
of a Perſon he Lov'd, he thought himſelf oblig'd, 
as a Gentleman, to demand SatisfaQion, and got 
up with a Reſolution to fight Dor Ph:/zp, though 
Duels are forbidden in Span : But the Prince diff 
penſing very much with the ſeverity of the E- 
dis, they are not obſerved there as exaCttly as 
in France, 1o that Gentlemen fight Duels there on 
very flight occafions. Count Ta/ara having writ- 
ten a Billet to. Doz Phi/rp, he deliver'd ir to one 
of his Servants, a Navarrozs, in whom he plac'd 
great confidence, commanding him to carry it to 
Don Philip : Challenges being out of faſhion in 
France, I have inferted the form of this, tranſla- 
ted Word for Word, being as follows. 


- Whoever dares ſpeak t» the diſadvantage of 
Chriſtina, /yes : She rs of unqueſtionable Vertue ; 
and he cannot be a Man of Honour, who judges 0- 
therwiſe of her : If you are of 7 contrary Opimon, 
let me find you at one a Clock 1trer Midnight, at 
the Toledo-Gate, where you ſhall recerve the pu- 
niſhment due for the wrong judgement you have paſt 
of her. he 
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The Count recommended this Billet fo often, 
and with 1o ſtrict a charge tro the Boy, thar ir 
save him the curiofity to know what it contain'd. 
He was much fſurpriz'd at the reading it, and 
having been born negr Chriſta, and heard ſo ma- 
ny extraordinary things ot her, he had a kind of 
inclination for her, and thought be might do her- 
ſome Service in letting her ſee a Billet ſhe was 
{0 much concern'd in; and flipt privately into her 
Lodging to ſhew it her : Chriſtina having given 
him ſome Fruits of her. acknowledgmenr, charg'd 
him to carry ir fate ro Don Ph:/ip, and acquaint 
her with his anſiver, telling him, ( the better to 
_ engage him ty it.) it was of very great conle- 
quence to her. 

Don _—_ having received the Billet, was ex- 
tremely offended with the outrageous Language 
the Count had made uſe of, and told the Boy ir 
required no anſwer, but he would give his Maſter 
an anſwer at the place appointed. The Navar- 
r01s gave Chriftina an account, and then his Ma- 
iter ; While rhe Count was fitting himſelf to ap- 
pear at the aſhgnarion, Chriſt:za was in Tears, 


unreſolv'd what to do. She confider'd, that as - - 


things were carried, this Duel muſt needs produce 
very ill efteas, fince the Relations of both the Gen- 
tlemen, would infallibly joyn wich the Marchio- 
nels * Ofſeyra, to ruine her, and perhaps prevatl 
with the Court to-take ſome violent reſolutions 
againſt her. She was &nfible likewiſe the-Mar- 
queſs d* Offeyra would be extremely diſpleas'd, 
to hear the had been concern'd in, 1o publick a 
manner, and in a bufmneſs of ſuch noiſe in the 


Face of all Spar : A Woman, how ſmall foever 
| : 
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a ſhare ſhe hath in a Quarrel happened on her 
account, being ſure to ſufter by it; the publick. 
( which judges of things by appearances, withour 
examining the truth) being always ready to blame 
her-: Having made theſe reflections, ſhe reſolv'd 
ro prevent their fighting; ſhg-had ſcarce form'd 
the deſign, but ſhe repented ir, reproaching her 
{If tor being {ſo little ſenſible of her repurarion, 
boldly and ſecurely wrong'd by Dor Philip. With 
that ſhe gave her felf up wholly to what her An- 
_ ger, her Conrage, and delire of Revenge ſuggeſt- 
ed ro her, and with the help of a French Mer- 
chant, got her a Suit of Mans Cloaths, a Sword, 
and a Perruke. About an hour before the time 
of the aſſhgnarion, ſhe cunningly. gave it cut, the 
Count Ta/ara was to tight a Duel ; without men- 
. tioning Don Philip : This was enough to alarm 
the Counts Friends, who arrefted him in his Houſe. 
Chriſtina in the mean time went to the place of 
Rendezvous, and having ſpy'd Don Phi/ip, though 
the Night began to grow very dark, ſhe attack'd 
him 10 briskly, that ſhe gave Dor Phbiltp a de- 
{perate Cut, which he had certainly reveng'd, 
had he nor been inttantly hem'd in by five or ſix 
Men, who ſerz'd both the Combatants. Count 
Talara's Boy, who lov'd his Maſter, well, and 
tear'd the ſucceſs of the Duel, had given notice 
of it to a Gentleman who was both their Friends, 
and having got together ſome other, ran with 
them to the Gate of 1v/edo as they begun to fight : 
They had put our their Flambeaus for fear of dif: 
covery. and *rwas ſo dark. they conld nor diſcern 
one Perſon from another, bur haſtily ſeiz'd on 
them ; and having pur them into ſeveral Coaches, 
carry'd them to Dox Fobr's Apartment, __ 
| rince 
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Prince, who is extremely belov'd by the Nobili- 
tv. might take up the matter; But the Wound 
Don Philip had received, oblig'd them to take him 
to. a Chirurgions, who (perhaps to heighten the 
value of the Cure) preſently ſaid it was very dan- 
gerous, but that he- would warrant the Cure. 
One of thoſe who had parted them was already 
got to Don Fobn to advertiſe him of the bufineſs ; 
and as he began ro give him an account of the 
Parriculars, he-ſpy'd Count Ta/ara ſtanding very 
uier in Don Fohn's Chamber : He was ſo diſor- 
Jr, to ſee there a Man he-thought he had leit 
in his Friends Hands in another Place, that it was 
not in his Power to continue his diſcourſe. The 
Prince, obſerving the aſtoniſhment of the Man, 
rold him he had ſent for the Count,” that he mighe 
be inform'd of the Aﬀair, and that he would take 
Care there ſhould be no Swords drawn;.: Dor 
Philip is mortally wounded, ſays the Gentleman, 
and we thought it had been by Count Talare. 
They were all ſurpriz'd at this, eſpecially when 
told, that he that wounded Dor Philip was in 2 
Coach at the Prince's Gate. - As they were un- 
der the impatience to know who it was, CO 
and her Company enter'd the Chamber. Every 
one wonder'd to lee a young Man of 1ſo good a 
Meen. Chriſtina addrefling her felt tro Dox Zobn, 
inform'd him what had oblig'd her to diſguiſe her 
ſelf; and the courſe the had taken for ſtaying 
the Count, that ſhe might revenge, in Perſon, 
the injurious diſcourſe oft Doz Philip : Her reſo- 
lution -was commended by all, and her Cou- 
rage admir'd. The Prince, to divert his Maje- 
ity with the fight of this diſguiſe, led her into his 
Majelty's Chamber ; telling him, as he enter'd, 
| he 
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he was come to beg his: Majeſty's Pardon to be 
granted that Criminal, who had wounded one of 
the braveſt Men in his Kingdom. The King fix- 
ing his Eyes on Chriſtina, preſently knew her, 
and thought the diſcourſe of, the Prince, his Bro- 
ther, had no relation to Chr:/t:na : But when he 
was inform'd of what had happen'd, he blam'd 
Don Philip extremely, for drawing that misfor- 
tune on himſelf, and aflur'd Chriſtina of his Pro- 
tection. Dor Philip being ſoon atter almoſt curd 
of his wound, Doz Fobn made him and the Count 
embrace one another, and oblig'd Don Phi/rp to 
- ask Chriſtina pardon. He was ſo aſham'd to have 
been wounded by a Woman, that he left the Courr, 
and acccompany'd his Brother into Ciczly, where 
he was to take Poſſeſſion of the Arch-Biſhoprick 
of Palermo. | 
While matters went thus in Spar, the Mar- 
_ D*Offeyra was in Flanders, where the Du- 
cheſs of Ar/chot, who had a defign to have him 
Marry'd to a beautiful young Lady her Relarion, 
amus'd him continually, pretending to ſend him 
every day ſome News of Chr:ſt:na, whom the 
Marqueſs thought ſtill in the Convent, fo care- 
ful had they been to conceal from him her Voyage 
into Spazr. He tancy'd the long filence of his 
Miſtreſs an effect of her Modeſty, as knowing 
her Letters were to pals through the hands of rhe 
Ducheſs ; and he expeQted every hour to receive 
Licenſe to return into Spar, where he defign'd 
to beg his Majeſty's permiſſion ro Marry whom 
he pleas'd. Chriſtina was allarm'd with continu- 
al tears the Marquels. had forgotten her, having 
heard nothing of him fince ſhe lefr Farders. 
The: late Puel had occafion'd 4 thouſand _ 
Tales 


> 
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Tales of her, in a Court where they are polleſt 
with an opinion Women are good for nothing bur 
matters of Love, not a Perſon but was infinitely 
defirous ro ſee her; {© thatſhe could not ſtira foor 
but ſhe found: her ſelf compaſs'd with a Throng 
of People, which made her refolve ro beg his 
Majeſty's leave ro go into a Convent. 

An 11luſtrious Princeſs, who owes her Birth to 
I:aly, had her Education in Frazce, and by I know 
not whar Freaks of Fortune is now in Sparn, ha- 
ving heard varions Reports of Chriſt;72's Condutt, 
had the Curioſity to inquire {triftly into it; and 
to be ſarisfied. of the truth of her Adventures, writ 
tor that purpoſe into France, and the Low Coun: 
tries. - Soon -atter ſhe receceiv'd' Letters which 
conftirm'd the judgment ſhe had formerly given in 
her favour, and affur'd her, Chriſtina's diſguiſe 
was a pure effe&t of a Martial inclination ſhe had 
a little too eagerly purſu'd. This Princeſs, who 
by her own experience knew a Woman may, with- 
out prejudice to her Vertue, love Travelling, Hunt- 
ing, and ſeveral other Exerciſes, commonly look'd 
upon as proper only tor Men, pray'd his Majeſty 
he would be pleas'd ſhe. might take Chriſtina in- 
to her Houſe. The King was content, and Chr:- 
- ſtina accepted the offer with the greater acknow- 
ledgment, as being upon the point of entring in- 
to a Convent, where ſhe expeCted vexation e- 
nough from the Reflections of the. Nuns, who 
though little acquainted with tfe World, might 


have waggery and malice ſufficient ro torment 


her. *Tis hard to expreſs whether the Princeſs 
was more fatisfy'd with the good Humour and 
Complaiſance ot our Heroine,or ſhe with the good- 
neis and obligingneſs of her ProteCtoreſs; They 

Y agreed 


224 The Heroine Myſqueteer : Or, 


agreed ſo'well in their tempers, they quickly came 
. to have an intire. confidence. in one another, and 
murually imparted their moſt important Secrets. 
Chriſtina having one day declar'd ſhe was trou- 
bled there were Books publith'd of her Adven- 
- tures. You have no reafon to be troubled at thar, 
ſays the Princeſs ; *tis my Fortune too, with this 
ditterence, that thoſe which concern you arte true 
Relations of what hath happen'd to you ; where- 
as | have not had a hand 1n any thing they have 
written of me, though the Writers have had the 
malice to interlard their Relations with Circum- 
ſtances 10 probable, many . take them for true. 
Chriſtina obſerving the Princeſs concern'd, advis'd 
her to. publiſh an account of her Life, to diſown 
all others, and diſcover their falfities; and gave 
ſo many reaſons for it, that the Princeſs (who is 
a Lady of great wir) apply'd her ſelf ro the wri- 
ting it on the Morrow. Her fir{t deſign was to 
write it in French, as a Language ſpoken in moſt 
Courts of Ewrepe , but having conſider'd: there are 
few underſtand it in Spain, where ſhe was con- 
cern'd to clear her felt, ſhe publiſh'd her Me-- 
moirs.in Spaniſh, and ſome Copies of it have been 
tranſmitted into France. 

The Princeſs lodg'd at Madrid, with a Lady of 
the higheſt Quality, and a Relation of the Prince 
her Husband. . This Lady was a Widow, and one 
who more than any other, blam'd the leaſt liber- 
ties Women tak&; ſaying there was little ditte- 
rence berween a Woman really taulty, and_one 
thar's bur ſuſpeQed, the Repuration of a Woman 
. being ſo delicate, that a meer ſuſpition, however 
ill grounded, may ruin it. The Princeſs had oi- 
ten, but in vain, endeavour to convince her of 


her 


her errour, and perfwade her that a Woman may 
be ſo vertuous as to have nothing to reproach her 
ſelf with; bur it is not in a Womans power to ſtop 
the Mouths of her Enemies, from venting Stories, 
and Tales of her; which is too common in the 
World. The Widows ſeverity was proof to all 
reaſons. The Princeſs was diicourling one Even- 
ing to Chriſtina, the fooliſh and obſtinare conceit- 
edneſs of this Woman, and what difficulty there 
was in dealingwith a Perſon wedded to 1o incon- 
renient and unjuſt an opinion, and that ſhe was 
troubled ſhe was oblig'd in decency to lee her 10 
often. Chriſtina, who ſtudy'd to divert the Prin- 
ceſs, promis'd her to AQ a Part which ſhould un- 
deceive the Widow by her own experience : She 
was tully inform'd of all thar paſs'd at the Wi- 
dows, and had obſerv'd ſhe was very ſhort-fighted : 
She was a Cata/oman by Birth, and would be 
thought to deſcend from the Ancient Counts of 
Barcelona. Whenever a Perſon of Quality of that 
Province came to Court, ſhe would be very angry, 
and think him ill-bred, it jhe came not to do her 
homage. Chriſtina knowing all this, put on a 
Gentlemans Habit ; ahd having taken order that 
it any came to the Gate, anſwer ſhould be made, 
the Widow was not to be ſeen that day: She gave 
her a viſit under the name of Don Azzal de Car- 
dona, newly arriv'd from Cata/enia. The Widow, 
who was ſomewhat ſuperannuated, being much 
pleas'd a Gentleman ſo handſome and well born 
ſhould give her a viſit, and ſpeak ſo much in praiſe 


of her Family, (for Chriſtina had attacqu'd her 


weak fide) ſhe gave Chriſtina the kindeſt recepti- 
. 0n imaginable : Their diſcourſe was long, and 
- Q- before 
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before parting the Widow pray'd Don Arta/ de 
Cardona to do her the Honour to ſe her again of: 
ten: Dor Ar:a/ promis'd it, and withdrew, and 
gave the Princeſs an account of the ſucceſs of the 
firſt viſit. She admir'd the Wit and Addreſs of 
Chriftina, and pray'd her not to omit any thing-to 
make the Widow in Love. The Princeſs having 
viſited her the ſame day, ſhe- could not forbear 
falling preſently into Diſcourſe of the handſome ' 
Catalonian, and relate ſeveral Particulars to his 
advantage, being liberal of her Praiſes, and ex- 
tolling his Wit ard good Meen; adding, ſhe knew 
him -trom a Child, and that then- he promis'd 
great matters. 


% Two Days after, the pretended Don Aral 
went to ſee the Lady again, and knowing very 
well what Praiſes pleaſe a Woman beſt, eſpeci- 
ally one who is preciſe, and ſtands much on her 
Honeſty, he fell a commending her Vertue and 
ConduQ, and by little and little ſlipt inſenfibly 
into the Subje& of her Beauty. Diſcourſes of 
this kind never diſpleaſe a Woman , eſpecially 
a Widow, whoſe Condition, Age, and Pretences 
to Virtue oblige her to live retir'd. She heard all 
with Delight, and the Concern ſhe began to tel 
in her ſelf for this Gentleman, engaging her to 
eye him cloſer, and more attentively than before, 

- he appear'd ſo handſome, ſhe thought ſhe had 
never ſeen any Man ſo lovely. A Woman in 
Years being more coming than others, at the 
third Viſit ſhe was deſperately in Love with him. 

Chriſtina gave the Princeſs an exa@ Account of 
all, who not comprehending Chriſtina's Deſign 
| | t0 | 
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to abuſe the poor Widow thus, ask'd her oneday 
what ſhe propos'd to her felt by it: 1 will con- 
vince her, ſays Civ iens, how vertuous ſoever a 
Woman is, it may be accounted a piece of Me- 
rit in her to refiſt the Attacks ot a Man of good 
Meen, and ſome Indulgence is due to thoſe who 
are every day expos'd ro Temprartion. - 

Chriſtina ſometimes” waired on the Princeſs to 
the Widows, becauſe they lodg'd in her Houſe, 
and rook great Care to alter her Voice in diſcour- 
ſing with them. Being alone with her, ſhe had 
the Waggery to ask the Widow the Name of 
that handiom Gentleman ſhe {aw now and then 
enter her Apartment: The Widow, tickled with 
the Praiſes CÞrijtina gave a Man ſhe had a Kind- 
neſs for, told her a long Story of his Birth, E- 
ftare, and many -other Circumſtances ; adding, 
he was her Kinſman, which-was the reaſon ſhe 
allow'd of his frequent Viſits. Chri/t:zz2 ap: 
plauding all ſhe ſaid, found ſhe had diicover'd 
the Secret to pleaſe her : And not fatisty'd with 
playing upon her under the Name and Diſguiſe 
of Don Artal, woulg needs be her Confidenrz 
which ſhe found no hard matter to attain , 
by continuing her Commendations of D2oz 4 
tal : As ſoon as ſhe had ſhifted Don Arta/'s Ha- 
| bit, ſhe would preſently run into the Widow's 
Chamber, to tell her ſhe had ſeen him pats by, 
and thar it was plain he was in Love. The Wi- 
dow deceiv'd by a Diſcourſe that flatrer'd her 
Defires, and fearing Chriſtina might think Doz 
Artal was in Love with another, and not wit 
her, reveal'd to her at laſt what ſhe thoug® 
to have concea[P'd from all the World, and im 
ted theSecret of her Love for Dor Artahg defi 
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Chriſtiza's advice ; who anſwer'd, that in matters 
of that nature ſhe had beſt conſult her own heart, 
and conſider the bent of her AﬀeCtions; but thar 
if any Paſſion were excuſable in a Woman, it muſt 
certainly be that ſhe entertain'd for a handſome 
Man: Chriſtina could not ſay this without bluſh- 
ing, and her Heart having reproach'd: her for ha- 
_ been ſo free in her Diſcourſe, ſhe took her 
eave. 

The defire we have to prevail for ſomething 
we aim at, engages us often in more Diſcourſe 
than is neceflary ; and *tis ſometimes very dan- 
- gerous to be eloquent. The Widow, refleCting 
on all Chriſtina had ſaid in praiſe of Don Arta!, 
( which yer fell far ſhort of what ſhe thought h& 
deſery'd ) concluded, from Chriſtina's Diſcourſe, 
ſhe did not diſlike the Cata/onian : And being 
through her Age more inclin'd to Jealouſie, ſhe 
reſolv d ro pur a rrick upon Chriſtana, by pretend- 
ing all ſhe ſaid to her was only to diſcover what 
ſhe thought of Don Artal. The next vifit ſhe 
gave her, Chriſtina began ( as ſhe had usd) to 
ipeak of Don Artal: The Widow interrupted 
her, relling her ſhe might do well to change the 
Diſcourſe ; adding, very ſeriouſly, ſhe toy d not 
the company - of Perſons {16 coming : She ſpoke 
this with ſuch an Air of modeſty, ir might have 
deceiv'd rhe moſt judicious. Poor Chriſtina found 
her ſelf diſorder”d by ſo unexpected an anſwer, 
and her own Vertue cauſing her to approve of the 
Widows diſcourſe, ſhe went away much troubled 
{ perplext, not having the confidence to an- 
Tr 4 diſcourſe that reflected on her modetty. 

1 ſhe came to the Princeſs, ſhe complain'd 
- misfortune in very lamentable expreſſions, 

3 as 
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25 if the moſt innocent ations ſtill turn'd to her 
diſadvantage. The Princeſs, who was very dil: 
cerning, and very much miſtruſted choſe Women 
who are over careful of outward ' appearances, 
told her, ſhe had run too haſtily into the Snare, 
and that poſſibly the Widow did but pay her in 
her owh Coyn. Chriſtina, who had been frighted 
at this Adventure, took courage at the judicious 
Diſcourſe of the Princeſs, and reſolving to know 
the truth, put on her Mans Habit. The Widow 
the while applauded her ſelf for the good ſucceſs 
of her Plot, in ridding her of ſo dangerous a Ri- 
val : She expeQted, with impatience, her Cardona; 
reſolving, tor the future, to take her advantage 
of the eagerneſs of his addrefles : As ſoon as he 
came-in, ſhe gave him the uſual reception; careſ- 
ſing him in the higheſt manner imaginable, with 
defign to inſpire boldneſs into him. And as cloſe- 
ly as ſhe adher'd to her Vertue, her Love made 
her that Day expreſs a little forwardneſs, which 
Don Artal ſeem'd not to underſtand. The Widow, 
who had a great opinion of his Wit, wondered to 
ſee him ſo dull; and was confounded at his 
changing his Diſcourſe, and falling upon the Sub- 
Jet of her high Birth, in terms which would 
have been pleafing enough to the Vanity. of the 
Lady, had ſhe not been that day under a ſtrong 
Influence of the Planet of Love, which for the 
time had the Aſcendant of her Heart ; and Dor 
Artal very well knew'it, though he had the ma- 
lice not to take notice of it. She did all ſhe 
could to make him reafſume the former diſcourſe, 
and he as carefully avoided it, magnifying the 
brave AQtions of one of her Anceſtors, who had 
Lgnaliz'd himſelf in driving away the Alvors out 
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of Grad; But ſhe was then indiſpos'd for 
War, and expetted a Language leſs Martial, and 
more tender. ' Don Artal ſoon after took his 
leave, and the Widow remain'd-very ill fatisfy*'d 


with his baſhfulneſs. The Princeſs, ſenfible of 


the diſtration ſhe was under, thought it would 
be a Pleaſure to her, to have the liberty of mu- 
ing alone of her imaginary Lover : and having 
learat of Chriſtina all the Particulars of the laſt 
Scene, iſh2 oblerv'd how careful moſt Women, e- 
ipeciaily the preciſe, are to ſalve up the appear- 


ances, not much regarding the eflential parr, if 


they may but cheat the World, and be eſteem'd 
Perſons of a ſevere Life, and ſtritly Vertuous : 


while thoſe who converſe much with the World, 
making tmall account of ſome little liberties they 


take withour ſcruple, are not fate from obloquy 
and cenſure, though really provided of a great 
| ttock of Vertue ; while the others enjoy their 
Amours privately, and triumph in publick tor the 
applauſe rhis counterfeit reſervedneſs procures 
them. ln truth, ſaid the Princeſs, thoſe of our 
vex are very unhappy in being oblig'd, beſides the 
ſatisfaction due to their Conſcience, to fatishe the 
World, which is always diſpos'd to believe the 
worſt of us. 'T&_certain, reply'd Chriſtina, we 


- 


cannotalways blame them, there being Women ot . 


all CharaRers who by their ill Conduct draw up- 
on themſelves very heard Cenſures, and too often 
very deſervedly ; though ,it muſt be agreed the 
Example of one guilty Woman, gives occaſion 
for condemning an hundred innocent. 

The Spaniards, though rney hate the memory 
of the Moors and Sarazens expell'd Granada, 
Mira, and Leon, by Ferdinand and T/abella, F on 
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they retain to this Day ſeveral of their Cuſtoms 3 
particularly, their Gallantries, their Bull-ſports, 
and darting the Cane on Horſe-back, Divertiſe- 
ments the Court of Sparn is very. much taken 
with, where Opera's are not known, and their 
Comedies ( for the moſt part) il. It was then 
_ 4. time of great rejoicing at Madrid ; not for the 
taking of a Town. but to celebrate the Birth of - 
their Monarch. The Princeſs. was invited to ſee 
the Sports, and took Chrz/tina along with her. 
| ſhall not give. you here a Deſcription .of theſe 
Sports which prove mortal to many, who think 
_ their Valour confiſts in daring a Bull, letting fly 
at him with their Darts, and then retiring with 
much skill and agility, though it frequently hap- 
pens the Bull is too quick for theſe Gallants, tof- 
ſes them in the Air, and gores them with his 
Horns ; which ſometimes diſpatches them into a- 
nother World, and generally maims them in this. 
This piece of fool-hardineſs were excufable in or- 
 dinary People, who are drawn to it by Cuſtom, 
and applauſe of the Populace ; but cannot be too 
much blam'd in young Gentlemen -of the beſt 
Quality, who hazard their Life to fo little pur- 
poſe, in fighting with Beaſts as they do in Spazrr - 
where you may ſee them bravely molinted with 
2 Dart in their Hand, expeCting, in the. middle of - 
a Piazza, the coming of a Bull madded by the 
People; and though .he come at them with a 
herceneſs capable to aſtoniſh the higheſt courage, 
| they bravely attacque him, and pierce him ſodex- 
trouſly with their Lance, that ſometimes they run 
him quite through the Body : But you may alſo 
ſee the Ball ſometimes unhorſe them, to the ex- 
treme peril of the Rider, and terrrible fright of 
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the Ladies. This Solemnity where this Princeſs 
and Chriſtina attended, was like others of the 
kind, where the fortunate raſhneſs of thoſe who 
came off well was applauded, and the tragical 
miſcarriage of others lamented. The Morrow af. 
ter theſe bloody Sports, the Cavaliers run Courſes 
on Horſe-back, and dart the Cane as they run, - 
which is done in this manner. They appear at 
the Barriere, with a Headpiece, and light Ar-, 
mour, made ( one would think ) of Steel poliſh'd 
white ; and have commonly ſome Deviſe of gal- 
lantry, or ſome Motto on their Shields, and a 
mulrirude of Ribbands of rhe colour beſt plea- 
{es rheir Miſtretles. Chriſtina had ſeen ſeveral of 
theſe Courſes, and having in the Armies per- 
form'd the moſt violent Exerciſes, ſhe thought this 
nor very difficult, where all ſhe had to do was to 
ſpur her Horſe, and let fly a Cane with dexterity, 
She told the Princeſs ſhe would gladly run a Ca- 
reer, and ask the Widow tor a Devile, the bet- 
ter to aſſure her of her Paſſhon. The Princeſs 
thought her in jeaſt ; but our Heroine telling her 
ſhe doubted not but to come of well, the Prin- 
ceſs undertook to provide her fit Equipage ; and 
Chriſtina, under the name of Don Artal of Car- 
dona, went to the Widow tor a Deviſe, letting 
her know ſhe would run a. Courſe for love of 
her, fince other young People did ir for their Mi- 
ſtreſſes, only he defir'd her ſhe would give him a 
fitting Deviſe. The Reader may expect one of 
thoſe witty ones ſo uſual in Spar, but a Woman _ 
of her humour orders her Life quite otherwiſe 
than the. reſt of her Sex : One ſo preciſe being no 
leſs careful to conceal, 'than an airy vain Coquet 


to make known ſhe is Courted : The _—_ 
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fas'd to give Don Artal a Devile, telling him, ſhe 
was not of thoſe Womens humour, who judge of | 
their Servants love by the Colour of their Rib- 
bands. I rely nor, adds ſhe, on ſuch flight ap- 
pearances, too often deceitful ; I muſt have bet- 
ter proof of your Paſſion, to perſwade me *tis 
real-: ( The truth is, ſhe expected ſuch proof as 
Chriſtina could not give : ) 1& you lov'd me, as 
you pretend you wouldrather ſtay with me while 
they are darting the Canes, and: would be more 
willing to. give me proof of your love in my 
Chamber, than in a publick place : whar is done 
there generally ſerving only for matter of dif 
courle ro the Sp<Ctarors. Don Artal aflur'd her 
he lov'd her patfionately, and thought to have gi- 
ven her an Evidence of his eſteem of her, in car- 
rying her Colours and Deviſe art the Courſe, be- 
ing ready to do any thing ſhe could defire to con- 
vince her of his love. Were your love as real 
and fincere as you would make me believe, would 
you put me upon the neceſhity of appearing ſo for- 
ward, and not gueſs at part of what is expeRted 
from you ? Den Artal returning no anſwer, to a 
Diſcourſe ſo eafie to underſtand, the Widow was 
fo aſham'd ſhe had ſpoken ſo freely, and, with 
all, unſucceſsfully, thar ſhe turn'd abour preſenr- 
ly and lock'd her felt in her Cloſer, for fear her 
Tears ſhould berray her. Being there alone, ſhe 
gave vent to a torrent of Tears diſpair forc'd her 
to; conſidering with her ſelf, that having liv'd 
leveral Years retir'd from Company, and free 
trom thoſe Paſſions young Widows are uſually 
troubled with, (for ar fix and forty Years of Age 
ſhe counted her felt of their number ) ſhe had 
the misfortune to be taken with the addreſles of a 
| hare. 
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hare-brain'd young Fellow, who parkeps deſign'd 
only to fool her : The next moment ſhe conſult- 


_ ed: ker Glaſs, which telling her ſhe had Charms 


enough left ſtill ro procure love, ſhe attributed 
Don rtal's reſervedneſs, to the tendernefs of his 
Years and want of experience: She. was ſo pleas'd 
with this fancy, and thought it ſo reaſonable, that 
ſhe could no longer doubt but the timerouſheſs of 
her Lover, was a pure etfteCt of his ſmall acquain- 
tance witi the World, being newly arriv'd from 
Barce!lona, where he had nor us'd to ſee Perſons 
of her Quality and Birth; beſides, ſhe knew young 
Country Gentiemen have ſuch Chymerical Idea's 
of Ladies of Quality, thar they think it enough 
to honour and admire them, without daring to 
=_ on their Paffion any further. While the 
idow was thus deep in meditation, Chrift:na, 
ſufficiently aſham'd at what ſhe had heard, went 
back ro rhe Princeſs, whom ſhe found bufie a- 
bout her Equipage for the Courſe, not doubting 
in the leaſt but the Widow had given the Devile : 
But when Chriſtina inform'd the Princeſs of her 


. anſwer, (though her modeſty made her leave our 


ſeveral particulars) the Princeſs could not forbear 
laughing, eſpecially when told by CÞr1/7ina ſhe . 
durſt go no more to the Widows, for fear of be- 
ing put out of Countenance, and quite ſham'd by 
her forwardneſs. 

On the Morrow the Princeſs and Chri/tin2 
were in a Balcony, near the King, to ſee the 
Courſes. As ſoon as the Gentlemen appear, 
all Eyes were fix'd to obſerve their Devices : 
Copnt Ta/ara, as he paſs'd under the Ladies Bal- 
cony, put off his Head-piece, making them a ve- 
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ry low Reverence : His Motto was, Qwrero mu- 
cho, y eſpero poco ;,, that is, My Love 2s great, 
ond my Hope ſmall. That concerns you, 1ays the 
Princeſs to Chr:i/tina : It put her to the-Bluſh, 
and the King obſerving it, had rhe Curioſity to 
enquire the Reaſon : The Princels,. very glad of 
an occaſion to divert him, gave him her Senſe of 
Count Talard's Moito: and added, that Chri/7:- 
za could, if ſhe pleas'd, perform a Career as well 
as the beſt of thoſe who were to run. The King 
ſaying he did not think it, the Princeſs conjurd 
Chriſtina to make uſe of the Equipage (ſhe had 
nos for one Courſe at leaſt. The young 

onarch expreſs'd 16 earneſt a Deſire to ſee how 
well Chriſtina would come off, there was no de- 
nying him, and the Princeſs, their Requeſt. That 
leſs notice might be raken, ſhe pretended her ſelf 
not well, and withdrew. Her next Care was 
tor a Motto ſomewhat anſwerable to Count Ta- 
lara's; which, being very witty, ſhe was not 
long to ſeek : She caus'd rheſe words to be writ- 
ten on her Shield, No ay que amar, y me 70s gue 
eſperar de quien tienne duenno : *I's in vain 10 
love, much more to expett Good from him who 7s 
already engag'd. Chriſima, having ſet all things 
in as good Order as the ſhortneſs of the time 
would permit, appear'd boldly at the Barrier, 
and call'd for Canes, but was troubled with an 
Accident ſhe had not foreſeen : The Order was, 
That the Cavaliers who preſented themſelves for 
the Courſe, ſhould tell their Names, . and make 
themſelves known to the Officers appointed to 
. Regiſter them, to prevent Diſorder uſual on ſuch 
| occafions. Our Hero:me, loth to undergo that 
Law, was deny'd the Canes ; The King, __ 3 
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had his Eye upon her, perceiving her in Diſorder 
on that account, order'd his Brother Don 7ohn 
| to ler them know it was his Majeſty's Pleaſure 
that Gentleman ſhould be diſpens'd with from 
telling his Name, or ſhewing his Face. The King's 
Pleaſure was no ſooner known, but Canes were 
deliver'd her : And her refufing to ſubmit to the 
Rules of the Courſe, and the King's Diſpenſati- 
on, gave cauſe to believe *twas an extraordinary 
Perſon nor willing to be known. This drew all 
Eyes upon her, every one gueſſing who it ſhould 
be. Great notice was taken of the Motto : 
Count Te/ara, obſerving the Oppoſition between 
it and his, defir'd with Impatience to. run a Courſe 
againſt this unknown Perſon, who manag'd his 
orſe very well : But it was not probable Chr: 
ftina ſhould be as skiltul at handling and darting 
the Cane, as the Sparnrards, who are us'd to thar 
Exerciſe from their Youth : And 'tis certain our 
Heroine had run a greatRilque of being unhors'd, 
had not Don Fon, foreſeeing what might fol- 
low, given Count T2/arg a private hint the Stran- 
er (he was to encounter with) was Chriſti. 
You may eaſily: gueſs the EfteQ this Intimation 
had on the Amorous Count, who was confirm'd 
in the Truth of it by the Motto he had obſerv'd 
on her Shield : He could nor at firſt find in his 
Heart to run againſt Chr:/t:n2 , but having thought 
better of it, he put himſelf in a Poſture. The 
Count, who had already run ſeveral Courſes, with 
Advantage, againſt the moſt expert in the Sport, 
meeting the Stranger, pretended himſelf difor- 
der'd and unready when he ſhould have darted 
his Cane : Chriſtina, without loſing a moments 
time, threw hers ; which the Count _—_ - 
| unn 
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ſtunn'd with, that he fell off his Horſe : Chrifti- 
7a was ſo confounded. at the loud Acclamations 
of the People, (who judge of things by Appea- 
rance, without examining the truth ) ſhe knew 
not whether ſhe had got the better or the worſe, 
till ſhe was preſented with a Roſe of Diamonds, 
the Prize appointed the Conqueror. Our Herome, 
pleasd with her Succeſs, retir'd, loth to hazard 
in another Courſe the Reputation ſhe had gain'd 
by this. 

"Count Ta/ara, having had a ſore fall, was car- 
tied home to be blooded, which was much to the 
advantage of Chr:/t:na's Reputation. ' The Count 
being known to be very expert at that Sport, the 
whole Court ſent ro ſee how he did. And the 
Princeſs made Ch-:/7:7a ſenſible of the Obligation 
pur upon her by the Count, who had fallen off 
his Horſe of purpoſe, like a true Sparr/h Gallant, 
and advisd her to ſend one to inquire of his 
Health : Chri/t;na, with ſome difficulty, conſent- 
ed to it. The Count, raviſh'd with Joy at the 
Complement, an{wer'd him who was ſent, that 
his fall did not much trouble him, but he had a 
Wound would nor be quickly cur'd. Ir vex'd 
Chriſtina ſhe had given the occaſion for ſuch an 
anſwer, fearing the Count would pretend to ſome 
adyantages for the Obligation he had put upon 
her. The Princeſs bid her ſet her Heart at reſt, 
and oblige the Widow with. the Roſe of Dia- 
monds the had gain'd at the Courſe. Chriſtine, 
though feartul to engage further with ſo forward 
a Woman, comply'd however with the defires of 
© the Princeſs : She ſhitred her felt into her Habit 
of Don Artal, and preſently went into .the Wi. 
dows Apartment, where the found her very much 
diforderd. She 
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She was ſo preciſe ſhe woyld not appear at the 
Sports, but knowing Do Arta! would be there, 
and being much concern'd what became of him, 
{he had ſent a truſty Perſon of purpoſe to obſerve 
how things went, and bring her exatt informati- 
on : He brought her the Names of all thoſe who 
were Regiſtred for the Courſe, but not his, for 
whole fake alone ſhe had the curiofity to read 
all the reſt: She was much concern'd at the mifſ: 
{ing him, a Woman ever paſhonately- wiſhing the 
Glory of her Lover. Her Spy told her there was 
a Gentleman appear'd Incognito, and had refusd 
to tell his Name ; and thar the King, to prevent 
diſorder, had ditpensd with the formality ; and 
thar this unknown Perfon had unhors'd the fa- 
mous Count Ta/ara, and retir'd with a Roſe of 
Diamonds of very great - value. The Widow 
with d with all her Heart, this Unknown might 
be no other but Do Arta/ ,. but then thought ſhe, 
how ſhould a Youth, and fuch a Novice in Love, 
be tao hard for a Gentleman of fo much skill and 
experience : with that Dor Arta/enters the Cham- 
* ber; ſhe preſently ask'd him what news of the 
Courſe, and why he had not been there. 1 was 
unwilling to appear, an{wers he, without your 
Devilſe ; and fince you refus'd it me, I had no 
Mind to ſhew my ſelf where you. would nor be. 
I knew you had not appear'd there, ſaid the Wi- 
dow, though the good opinion I had of you made 
me hope you might be that illuſtrious Unknown, 
who ſo eminently fignaliz'd himſelf, and carry'd 
the Prize ; at leaſt my heart gave me none bet- 
ter deſerv'd it than you : bur I ſee our Hearts ot- 
ten deceive us. You are not deceiv'd in that, Ma- 
dam, ſavs Don Artal; and ſee here (adds he, 
preſenting 
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preſenting her with the Roſe of Diamonds) the 
Mark you may know that unknown Perſon by, 
who hath had the good Fortune to deſerve your 
eſteem. The Widow, ſurpriz'd at a Preſent 10 
glorious and unexpetted, received it very gladly, 
and embrac'd the occaſion, ſo luckily given her, 
to preſent her Servant with-a String of Diamonds 
of very great value, praying him to keep it as a. 
Pledge of her Love. Don 471a/, tor fear of an- 
ering her, durſt not refuſe it; bur finding ſhe be- 
gan to fall again into very paſſonate exprethons, 
he pretended buſineſs of haſt, and withdrew ; ha- 
ving promis'd to return on the Morrow, at an 
hour the appointed. Chr:ſt;na having ſhewn the 
Diamonds to the Princeſs, who underſtood Jew- 
els very well, was amaz'd to hear they were 
worth fifteen thouſand Crowns. This exceſfive 
Liberality fully convincing them of the violence 
of her Paſſion, Chriſtina had compaſſion on her, 
and told the Princeſs ſhe would diſabuſe her : 
The Princeſs having ſufficiently diverted her felt 
with the Intrigue, and thinking the Widow had 
puniſhment enough, faid nothing againſt it. On 
the Morrow, at the hour the Widow had appoint- 
ed, Chriſtina ſent her back her Diamonds, with 
this Letter. 


'F IS time to diſabuſe you, Madam, the Don 
Artal you love, 27s a Man in appearance, but 
really one of your Sex : I am in good earneſt, and 
unwilling to take the advantage of your Liberalty, 
being incapable 10 ſatisfie your Love. Tou need 
not fear me ;, I am well acquainted with the Na- 
ture of our Sex, and know it a hard matter 10 re- 
ft temptations , but I pity thoſe who have not the 
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Porer to do it : be you leſs Conſoriows for the fu. 
tur, and never fear my diſcretion. 


The Widow, who expected Don Artal, had 
not forgot any thing that might the better ſet off 
the weak Charms of a Woman of her age : She 
thought the Preſent he had made her, the Day 
before, a good Omen, and that ſhe had reaſon ro 
expect ſomething better at the Aſſhgnation. She 
taſted before-hand a thouſand imaginary Pleaſures, 
and began to think Jong while her Lover arriv'd; 
when, lo, a Letter is brought her. The String of 
Diamonds preſently alarm'd her: and having 
read the two firſt Lines, ſhe ſcarce held up from 
{wounding ; her ſurprize was ſo great, ſhe tancy'd 
her ſelf not well awake. Having finifh'd reading 
her Letter, and. reflecting on the Beauty, and o- 
ther Circumſtances of her pretended Lover, ſhe 
believ'd all rrue that was written; She was not 
a little taken with her Generofity, in ſending 
back her Diamonds; and out of a greatneſs of 
Soul, incidient to Perſons well born, which or: 
dinary People are not acquainted with, or the 
love the ſtill retain'd for the Memory of Don Ar- 
zal, ſhe had the Generofity ro ſend back the Dia- 
monds to Chriſtina, with a Letter, 


f | mc you have deſeryd Reproach for ba- 
ving deceiv'd me, I cannot hate that in a 
Maid which I lov'd in the counterfeit Don Artal. 
Reſt jarisfi'd with the advantage you have had over 
-re, and recerve again the Preſent I made you : 
Tours to me ſhall be ever dear, and in high efteem 
with me. I deſire, if you think fit, your acquain- 
tance; and am not in the leaſt indiſposd to - "ue 

| Tien. 
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Friend, And I muſt declare my weakneſs is ſuch, 
I cannot miſtruſt a Perſon T have once lov'd. 


Chriſtina having teceiv'd' this Letter, carry'd it 
to the Princeſs, relling her the was much trou- 
bled with this String oft Diamonds, and very ſcru- 
pulous of keeping a Preſent to conſiderable. The 
Princeſs having read the Letter, advis'd her to 
keep the Preſent, and think no more of the mat- 
ter; and would not permit her to be further ac- 
quainted with the Widow, (as Chriſtina delign'd) 
knowing ſhe would owe Chriſtina a. ſpight, for 
the diſcovery ſhe had made of her. , © , 

News was then receiv'd infa:7 of the taking 
of St. G:/larn, by the French ;" which very. much 
allarm'd rhe Court of Spa, who” thought the . 
rigour of the ſeaſon (it being December) would 
have hinder'd, or delay'd at leaft, rhe Conqueſt 
of the Place. The Spamards vented their rage up- 
on the poor French living in Spain, without ſpa- 
ring thoſe who had been thirty years, Naturaliz'd. 
They ſeiz'd their Goods, baniſh'd their Perſons, 
and exercis'd upon .them all ſorts of violence : 
Which is no new thing in that Country ; for as 
often as the French take a Town, burn a Ship, or 
obtain a Viftory, the Spariards ſeize all the Goods 
of the French who Trade in their .Towns., Judge 
you then how many Preflures rhey are expos'd to 
under the Reign of Lewzs the Great-: This com- 

monly ends ina great Tax laid upon ther, after 
payment of which they let them alone for tote 
time ; but upon the.nexr loſs they have, the Per- 
ſecution' begins afreth, which happens ſo often, 
that many have been forc'd to withdraw and quit 
the Coumry. A Merchant o Bearn of Chriſtina's. 
p d&- 
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, acquaintance, and one ſhe was oblig'd to,. found 
himſelf under this Storm rais'd againſt the French 
upon the taking of St. G1/larn. nt or pro- 
tected him openly, having ſpoken in his favour 
to Don Fohn of Auſtria, and repreſented to him 
the injuſtice '"done thoſe poor People, who ſettle 
there, relying upon their Lerrers of Naturalizati- 
on, and with great labour and induftry ſupply the 
Narural lazineſs of the Spaniards, furniſhing them 
with a thouſand Conveniences they would never 
know but for the French, The Prince, at her in- 
treaty, caus'd reſtitution to be made this Mer- 
chant of all that hag been taken from him, and 
promisd to uſe the reſt favourably. This got our 
Heroine very great applauſe; bur the hatred rhoſe 
of Spain naturally bear all Strangers, made them 
attribute the favour ſhe had obrain'd ro ſome- 
thing ſupernatural : Which occafion'd the reviving 
the ridiculous Report formerly gone about, of 
her being a Witch, and that with the help of her 
Art ſhe could effect what fhe plead. After fo 
many extraordinary matters. publifh'd of her, *tis 
no wander the dull and ſottith People gave credit 
to this Report, while the Court —_— at it, and 
the Princeſs, made ſport of it with Chriffina. But 
her Enemies would not loſe-the advantape. of ſo 
favourable a Diſpoſition of the people. The Mar- 
chionels d* Oſeyra, and the Counteſs of Benavidez 
durſt not .open their Mouths againſt her, ſince 
the Princeſs had taken her into her proteCtion; 
but the favour Dor Fohn had granted her, awak'd 
the hatred of the one, and the jealouhe of the 0- 
ther, leſt the Court ſhould ar laſt conſent.to her 
_ being Marry'd to the Marqueſs d Offeyra. This 
made them reſolve to uſe all their —_ to 
x oment 
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fotnent the opinion of her being a Witch: Ha- 
ving learnt that Chriſtina was that unknown Pet- 
ſon, who had unhors'd Count T2/ars, almoſt with- 
out touching him; they took care to- ſpread a- 
broad this Circumſtance, and orhers,, to confirm 
the people in. their error. Their Artifice was ſo 
great, and their Emiffares ſo diligent, that ſeve- 
ral people of good ſenſe, deceiv'd by a number of 
probable Circumſtances, gave credit to this extra- 
vagant Report. That was not all; tor, cloaking 
their malice with a talſe zeal for Religion, rhey 
exhibited an information againſt Chriſtine in the 
Inquifitic 1. I” 
he Inquifition is ſo formidable a Court, that 

the name. of an Inquiſitor makes rhetn in Spazz: 
tremble, rhe ſevere puniſhments inflited by that 
Tribunal .on Elle Moors, and Herericks there, 
havins gain'd it a high Reputation. The wiſer 
ſorr ſpeak of it with reſpec, the 1ooſe hate the 
name on't, and the people generally have it in 
veneration. As Toon as/ any Man is inforn'd' a- 
e1inſt in that Court, not a Courtier hath the bold- 
neſs to ſay a word in his favour, for fear of being 
brought in as 4n acceffory, as they commonly are 
who are of a different Religion. The Kings Au- 
thority is of 10 force at all there; and there is 
not one Prefilvent can be ſhewn, where the Ca- 
tholick Kings have intermedled with any Afﬀair 
the Inquifition had taken Cognizance of. 

The people are ſo atraid of them, thar when I 
was in Spazn I was aflur'd, that the Court being 
met one Afternoon, ſome of the Inquiſitors ſtood 
at a Window- which look'd into a rich Burghers 
Garden, where was a Pear-tree full of excellent - 
Fruit. One of them had 2 mind to ſome of thoſe 
R 3 Pears, 
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Pears, and ſent his Man to defire ſome of them ; 
but the Gardiner having refus'd to give him any. 
the Inquiſitor diſpatch'd a Familiar ( that is an 
Uſher of the Inquifition) to tell the owner of the 
Garden the Inquifitor would fpeak with him : 
The poor Man was ſo irighted, he was ſcarce able 
to go to him; but recover'd himſelf again, being 
told they deſired only a Plate of his Pears: The: 
Burgher promis'd to ſend it, and was glad he 
came off ſo. As ſoon as he got home he ſent the 
Inquiſitors all the Pears on the Tree; and to pre: . 
vent being ſo frighted again, cut down the Pear- 
tree. 

To return to Chriſtina, the Inquifitors having 
receiv'd the Information, caus'd her to be arreſt- 
ed; and, (which was worſe) left her in Priſon a 
Fortnight before ſhe was examin'd : *Twas in fa- 
vour to her Sex ſhe was interrogated then, it be- 
ing ordinary with them to keep a Man a Pri- 
{ſoner fix, or twelve Months before he be exami- 
ned. However the Princeſs, though advis'd to 
the contrary, labour'd privately for her, but to no 
purpoſe, ir being not in her power to diſcover 
the particulars of her Charge. Our Heroine, who 
had no reaſon to fear the Inquiſition, upon the 
account of Religion, being Orthodox as her Jude: 
es, was troubled at the noiſe ſhe knew this bu: 
fineſs would make ; not doubting but ir would 
come to the Marqueſs d* Ofeyre's Ears, and that 
this, and her former misfortunes, would create ir 
him an averſion againſt her, the diſaſters ſhe had 
met with, though innocent, being enough to draw 
upon her the {light of a Perſon of Quality : Her 
bufineſs the while look'd very ill. The Widow | 
have ſpoken of, having heard the news, and con- 
fidering 
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fidering her having carry'd away the Prize, at the . - 
Courſe, from: Count Talara, made no doubt but 
ſhe was a Witch ; and reflefting on what had paſ: 
ſed between them two, when ſhe took her for 
Don Artal, ſhe was in horror at the danger ſhe 
had expos'd her ſelf ro, by Converfing with a 
Perſon, who, by the affiſtance of the Devil, could | 
appear in what Form ſhe pleas'd; and was ready 
to make her complaint to the-Princeſs, for bring- 
ing ſuch a one into her Houſe ; and would have 
done it, but for ſhame of” diſcovering her weak- 


meſs: Yet, being ſcrupulous of concealing ſo ag- 


gravating 2 Circumſtance againſt the Criminal, ſhe 
went to the chief Inquiſitor, and told him, that 
to diſcharge her Conſcience, ſhe'came to inform 
him what had happen'd to her with that Woman 
in Priſon, who had ſeveral times appear'd to her 
in the ſhape of a young Gentleman of Cztalonza, 
cal'd Don Artal de Cardona; but the took care 
not to tell him the other particulars of the In- 
trigue, chuſing rather to loſe her Diamonds, than - 
to make. it known ſhe ' had preſented Chriſtine 
with them, as a mark of her Love. The chief In- 
_ out of reſpe& to the Widows quality, 
iſpens'd with her in ſeveral formalities, taking 
only her Hand to the Depofitions, which was 


_ one of the ſtrongeſt Evidences in the Caſe. It is 


incredible what a noiſe this buſineſs made in Spar, 
where they could hardly believe a Maid could, 
without the help of Magick, do Actions 10 extra- 
ordinary, and fo much above her Sex. It was 
the general diſcourſe, and they expeQted every day 
a olemn Judgment and Sentence, ſuitable to the 
Learning and Integrity of thoſe worthy, and able 
Perſons, who fit on that Bench, The people had 
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already ſet che day, 6i her. bxecution,: and,. 1 be, 
lieve, hir'd Windows to iftand in'to ſee it, Some 
atnong them; to colqur..the better, their lofles in 
the Low-Guntries, 1aid, thexe. was no..reaſon to 
wonder-at them, ines thi Woman had bewitch- 
ed all their Generals. | The Princeſs was amaz'd 
at the ridicylous; ſtories ſhe -heazd every, {a of 
the unfortunate Chr: ;/The more ſhe jultify'd 
her, 'the-more they:condemn'd her; and the leaft 
good Office, done for her; yas. yery..ill taken by 
the: People. - The very, Court was. troubled; with 
It, the greifter part! not knowing what to/ think 
on't, the reſt, ſuſpending their judgments till the 
Inquifitors ſhould paſs. ſentence : ' The: firſt Exa- 
mination was wholly ſpent. in formalities. The 
Inquiſitars. were ſurpriz'd at her confidence, and 
to_ fe 16 little appearance :of fear in her looks, 
This made the Reverend Judges believe ſhe truſt- 
ed muckh-to her Art, or was.innocent.; Iwo days 
after ſhe was Examin'd agam; the firſt queſtion 
was,' what Charms ſhe had made uſe of ro take 
the ſhape of Don Arta/ de Cardona? She anſwer'd, 
none other, but what people of Wit make uſe of 
to amuſe Fools: She-told them at large, that the 
great ſeverity, or hypocrifie, of the Widow, made 
her defire to: pur a trick upon her, by. viſiting her 
under the' name of: Dox 4rta! : The:knowledge 
ſhe had that Lady couli nat fee very well having | 
encourag!d:her reſolution for that divertiſement, 
in order to- the rendring her leis Cenforious for 
the future. .. Then ſhe was ask*d,. how ſhe could, 
with ſuch a ſlight Cane, un-horſe Count Ta/ara © 
She. anſiwtr'd, He had notice betore-hand, ſhe 
was'to run-a:Courſe, and that his fall was rather 


an 'eflet of the Sparmſh Gallantry , - than any 
<6 | | Charm 


f 
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Charms of hers. She was then queſtion'd what 
made her diſguiſe her ſelf fo often, and in Habits 
ſo different? She anſwer'd, that, having from - 
3 Child had a ſtrong, inclination for Arms, the 
death of her Parents had given her the opportu- 
nity of following that noble Employment ? 'In a 
word, her anſwers were ſo modeſt, and pertinent, 
that the Inquifitors, being choice Men, and well 
ſeen in. buline6, were perſwaded of her inno- 
cence. And, ; which is moſt to be admir'd, the 
Archbiſhop of Sargo/a, . who. was one of, the In- 
quiſitors, ayd the moſt, prejudic'd againſt her, 
knew her to be the ſame he had formerly. ſeen in 
the Convent of Ur/u/ines at Saragaſa; and had 
occafion'd the reprimands he gave the Nuns, up- 
on his:miſtaking her tobe a Man ; He told the 
other Inquifitors the ftory, and from a ſevere 
' Tudge, became her ProteQor, and Friend. 

As terrible as the Inquifition is in Spazy, it can- 
not fright Love. Count Ta/ara, extremely con- 
cern'd for the Imprifonment of our Herozze, : be- 
ing told by. the Princeſs, the ſtrongeſt proof Chr:- 
ſtina's Enemies made uſe of to deſtroy her, was 
the advantage ſhe had of him in the Courſe, was 
{o troubled to hear fo ill uſe made of his Gal- 
lantry, that he put'himſelt voluntarily into the 
Inquifition, and defir'd his Proceſs ſhould be 
made, . declaring himſelf acceſſory to. the Crimes 
of Chriſtina. The Inquilitors were aſtoniſht to 
i how eafily he render'd himſelf Priſoner, and 
the People Fils not to ſay, the Witch had by 
her Art forc'd him to't. The Count was exami- 
ned, and his anſwer was found to agree. with 
Chriſtina's. The Inquifitors would have ſet him 
it liberty, which he refus'd to accept till our He- 
| R 4 roine 


hs 


248 The-Heroive Myſyneteer > Or, 

70ine had hers: Which was granted her 'on the 

Morrow, -t6- the” wonderful aſtoniſhment” of all 

Fools: Count Talara was fo troubled fie had, 

though innocently, occaſion her perſtcyution, he 

never durſt ſee her more.” oo OH 
Chriſtina had the fate'of moſt people in trou- 


ble, every- one ſtrove to make her' believe how 


much they were concern'd for her, (now rhe dan- 
ger was over.) The whole Court Complement- 
ed her upon her delivery. and the King had the 
goodneſs to tell her, he was-glad to hear' ſhe had 
clear'd her ſelf with ſuch credit. ' The Widow 
(fearing Chriſtina, to be reveng'd, would publiſh 
the Paſſhhon the had' expreſt tor the pretended 


. Don Artal) Courted her friendihip, and affurd 


her ſhe had never ſpoken againſt her, but to 
clear her Conſcience, Chr:jt:74 had the goodneſs 
to pardon her, and they livd thenceforwards 
very good triends. 

'% yr in the mean time was very much trou- 
bled ſhe had no news of the Marquels 4” Offeyre; 
ſometimes ſhe was afraid he had forgor her, the 
next moment ſhe rejeCted that thought as injuri- 
ous to' the: fidelity of her Lover, and in the end 
remain'd ſo' perplext ſhe knew not what to think. 
The Princeſs, who had great kindneſs for her, 
perceiving her- more penſive, and melancholy, 
than ordinary, did all in her power to diyert her, 
and bring her into humour : She told her all the 
filly ſtories the people-made of her Black, Art, 
and gave her a hundred' witty Jeſts on that ac- 
count. Chriſtina {aid The was not ſurpriz'd at it, 
having from her Chamber in the Priſon heard 
the diſcourſes of other Priſoners, of the horrible 
Crimes fhe was accusgd of. Since you _ 
their 
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their diſcourſe, *tis nor'poſſible, reply'd the Prin- 


ceſs, but you muſt be well acquainted with their 
affairs, it being commonly a comfort to one in 
Miſery to relate and declare a Misfortune ; and 


the ordinary entertainmenr of Priſoners, is to tell 


one another by what Miſchance they came thi- 
ther. I confels, ſaid Chriſt:zs, I have hearken'd 
ro them ſometimes, with a great deal of atten- 
tion ; but moſt of thoſe who are Priſoners in the 
Inquifition, being charg'd with impiety, or ſome 
other Crime relaring to Religion, they are very 
miſtruſtful, every onetaking his Fellow for a Spy, 
or a Trepan : Yer I remember I often heard the 
Complaints of a Souldier, who blam'd extremely 
the Ingratitude of his Country, in retaining him 
Priſoner in the Inquifition, for Actions which 
would have been highly rewarded im a well-go- 
vern'd State. LION 

He boaſted of great Services he had done his 
Catholick Majeſty in Flanders ; where, percei- 
ving the Spanyh Regiments grow thin, he marri- 
ed a Wife at Conde, by whom he had two Boys: 
But the Place being afterwards taken by his moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty, he was made a Priſoner of 


War, and never knew more what became of his 
Wife. Upon exchange of Priſoners he. was not 
long after ſet at liberty, and was in Garrifon at 
Aire, where he married another Wite ; bur that 
Place having alſo been taken afterwards by the 
French, he was carry'd to Cambray, . where he 
thought himſelf ſecure : There he' martried a 
Third Wife, which began to rejoice his Heart 
with her fruitfulneſs, when thar Place alſo was 
taken by the moſt Chriſtian Ring in Perſon ; thar 
at length, being tir'd with the War, and fearing 

| his 


—— _ - 
£ »> PSI - SI Tf pre eres; eh 
att EARS, 4 RW I 53S IX 0 4c 46 >. vt 
v. - ORE eRn _. 
= ay % a. N44 aan ' . 2 an Os P 
s "ER Ay: w—_ 3 Ten os PITS hi des Neg ; . 
- :, on -w _n - | 


250 The Heroine Muſqueteer - Or, 


his Perſon fatal to the Places he enter'd, he quit 
ted Flanders, leaving £veral brave Boys :there, 
who would in, time make good. Souldiers for the 
King, and was return'd to Madrid - He added, 
that he paſ$'d homeward SOugh Frazxce, and ob- 
ſerv'd that Kingdom to be ſo full of People, and 


the Villages ſo near one another, that he thought 
he had. travell'd two hundred Leagues all. in'pne 
Town, which appear to him. very extraordinary, 


who had been us'd to travel five and twenty, or 
thirty Leagues in Spain, without ſeeing a Houle, 
unleſs it were Tome pitiful Vere, or == 1nn:: 
And having conſider with himſelf that the mis- 
fortune of Spazx proceeded from its being ſo de- 
{art, he was willing, what in hitn lay, to repair 
that defect, by marrying again: But two of the 
Wives he had leit in Flanders having follow'd him 
to Madrid, and found him at home with his 
Wite, it anger'd them ſo, grievoully, that they had 
recourſe to Juſtice, and charg'd him with ſeveral 
other miſdemeanors and impieties : that the In- 
men taking Cognizance of his Crimes had 
clapt him up in Priſon, . and kept him there, 
though in all he had done, he had no other end. 
bur the Service of his King, and glory. of - his 
Country. .;The Princeſs could not _—_ laugh- 
ing at Chriſtina's Relation, which gave her fo 
true a CharatQter of a Sperntiard; it being certain 
there is nothing ſo conceitedly haughty, as a 
Spaniſh Souldier at his return into Sparrn, from 
the Army in Flanders : he thinks himfelt- the on- 
ly Man: that hath preſerv'd the State, and that 
now he may be allow'd ro tollow his inclinations, 
and take his Pleaſure without puniſhment, or con- 
trou] | R 
bo) 
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As ſoon as our- Heroine was alone, ſhe fell in- 
to ber former fit of melancholy , as it ſhe had 
Flangers. _. : FE, 

The Marqueſs. D'Oſeyra knew nothing of his 
Miſtreſs being. gone into Spazr, but thought her 


prog what was ,a: driving on againſt her- ip 


{till in the Coyent at Mors ; the Ducheſs of Ar- 


ſchot: having taken care to. keep him in that er- 
rour, by writing often to him under pretence of 


ſending him news of Chriſtina : She advisd him 


{till not ro be to@;haſty, and a little patiencg 
would certainly make him happy. But the Dy- 
cheſs had other defigns : the intereſt of her Fami; 
ly, and her particular dependences on Sparr, made 
her reſolve to have her Niece married to a Gen- 
tleman of that Nation. This Niece of hers had 
not-yet appear'd abroad, bur was bred in a Con- 
vent; all the knowledge they had. of her, was 
that {he was very handiome, and a very conlide- 
rable Fortune. The Quality and Merit of the 
Marqueſs D'Offeyra, made the Duchels think him 
2 fit Match tox her Niece. In order to this, ſhe 
was willing to endeavour curing him of his patl- 
lion for Chriftina, being fully perfwaded the Beau- 
ty, the Birth and Eſtate of her Niece, would be 
ſufficient to accompliſh her defign within a {hoxt 
time after her appearing at Court. But having 
obſery'd by the Marqueſles Letters, the conſtancy 
of his afteaion for Chriſt;na, the Ducheſs de- 


ipair'd of ſucceſs, and reſpited the*ſending her 


Niece to Bruſſe/s; for fear her Charms ſhould 
have, upon ſome leſs intereſs'd Perfon, the efte& 
ſhe defir'd they ſhould work on-the Marqueſs a- 
lone. About that time it was the French took 
9, Gi/larn; the Ducheſs fearing, from the ſcitua- 

tion 
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tion of the Place, Mons in the Spring might 
have the like Forune, which would break all her 
Meaſures, and make ir too late to execute her de- 
fign ; ſhe reſolv'd to go to Bruſſels to communi- 
cate her intentions to the Ducheſs ge Villa Hermo- 
fe, who was very well pleas'd with the zeal ſhe 
expreſt for the Spaniards. Divers means - were 
propos'd to aſſure the ſucceſs of the Marriage, 
but all appearing uncertain, or'dilatory, they part- 
*d without coming to any reſolution. The Mar- 
queſs D'Oſjeyra went every Day to ſee the Du- 
cheſs d* Ar/cot, who, 'very deſirous to penetrate 
his ſentiments, after a great deal of Diſcourſe, 
by the by, advertisd him, as his Friend, that 
Chriſtina had in confidence acquainted her with 
her defign of making her ſelf a Nun ; but if it 
ſhould be ſo, he might be otherwiſe provided of 
a Miſtreſs; to ſupply the loſs of this. The Mar- 
ueſs was much alarm'd at Chr:ftina's reſolution, 
and intreated the Ducheſs to give it all the Ob- 
{truttion fhe could, which ſhe - promis'd very 
frankly. Having given the Ducheſs de V://a Her- 
Moſa an account of this Diſcourſe, ſhe found her 
no leſs than her felf at a loſs whatcourſe to take : 
Bot at laft, ſeeing themſelves ſtraiten'd in time, 
the report of his Chriſtian Majeſty leaving Pars 
in few Days being ſpread all about, they agreed 
that the Ducheſs ſhould adviſe the Marqueſs to 
{teal his Miſtreſs out of the Covent, and marry 
her ag ſoon as he could gether out. They thought 
this a very probable way to effte& the Defign, 
becauſe the Ducheſs might eaſily deceive him, in 
ſabſtituring her Niece in the Place of Chriſtine. 
' The Ducheſs of Ar/cot would: not hear of it, as 


2 thing unworthy a Perſon of her Quality to uſe 
ES any 
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any Artifice to make a Spaniard marry her Niece; 
bur ar length her ambition, and the flatteries of 
the Ducheſs de Vila Hermoſa, prevaiFd with her 
0 reje&t all theſe confiderations ; not doubting, 
with her dextrous addreſs, ſhe might trap the 
Marqueſs ; and thar the Beauty of her Niece, and 
ret] 
plaining of a Cheat put upon him ſo much to his 


advantage. Soon after this delicate Proje&, the 


Marquels came to the Ducheſs of A7/cot's: The 
ordinary expreſſions of civility were ſcarce over, 
but ſhe told him, with ſome concern, that Word 
was ſent her trom Mons, Chriſtina was every Day 
more and more reſoly'd to take the Nuns Habit, 
and that ſhe durſt no longer undertake, but ſhe 
would ſuddenly do it. The Marqueſs anfwerd 
her, it would breal his Heart; and conjurd her 
not to forfake him, bur uſe all her intereſt with 
Chriſtina to divert her from this reſolution. To 
what purpoſe, ſays the Ducheſs ; for neither the 
King, nor your Relations will ever give way to 
your marrying a Stranger that has no Fortune, is 
but of mean Birth, and (as vertuous as I take her 
for) hath occafion'd very difterent judgments of 
her: To diſabuſe you, 'tis my opinion you ſhould 
no longer oppoſe her 'defign of turning Nun, it 
will be more tor your Reputation than you are a- 
ware of, and this ACtion alone will juſtifie all 
the reſt of her Lite. The Marquels confeſs'd ſhe 
had Reafon of her fide,, but that the violence of 
his Love would not let him yield to it ; that 

he would make himſelf happy to his own 1a- 

tisfaQtion, without troubling himſelf what o- 

thers thought of it, as being not of their judg.- 

ment who think a Mans happineſsdepends on the 

Opinion 


r 
pect due to her Birth, would ſtop his com- 
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opinion others have of it. . Since you ate of that 
Mind, fays the Ducheſs, I will let you ſe how 
"true a Friend I am to you, in doing you a Piece 
of Service more conſiderable than you could have 
Hop'd for, and ſuch as ſhall make you happy all 
the Days of your Life. The Marqueſs affur'd 
her he ſhould ever acknowledge herFavours, and 
promis'd ro do whatever ſhe advisd him to. You 
muſt then, replys the Ducheſs, ſteal .her our of 
the Covent, and I will undertake ſhe 1hall con- 
ſent to ir; for her deſire of turning Nun-proceeds 
only from her fear that you have torgor her. And 
as all Women are very ſenfible of being {lighred, 
ſhe is glad of amuſing the World, by giving out 
ſhe will ſpend her Lite in a Cloyfter, though it 
be in truth only to ſave her Credit, in caſe you 
ſhould not love her : And that-you may be no 
longer expos'd to the Freaks of Fortune, or the 
Violences of the Duke de Villa Hermoſa, my Al- 
moner ſhall marry you in my Chappel, as foon 
as you have got her out of the Covent. The 
Marouels, over-joy'd ar a Project that ſo plea- 
{ingly flatter'd his Paſſion, threw himſelf ar her 

| Feer, nothaving the Power to anſwer her a word, 
but his dumb Eloquence exprels'd his Mind clear- 
ly enough : They agreed how all things ſhould 
be carry'd, and the Ducheſs on the Morrow went 
tor Mons, to diſpoſe things for Execution of the 
Deſign. Rk 2 | 
She told her Niece ſhe had made Choice ot 


a Husband for her, with whom ſhe ſhould have 
abundant Cauſe to be farisfy'd ; butthar there were 
invincible Reaſons to oblige her to permit her ſelt 
to be ſtollen out of the Covent, and be marry'd 


without Ceremony ; adding, ſhe was nor to be 
tarpriz'd 
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{prpriz'd at it, as being all for her Advantage. 
The young Lady, who in the whole Courſe of 
her Breeding had been taught to pay the Ducheſs 
very great Reſpeds, ſubmitted her If wholly 
to her Pleafure. The Ducheſs having made ſure 
of her Niece, and all others ſhe had uſe of, writ 
ro the Marqueſs d*Ofſeyra, to let him Know all 
was in readineſs : and that he had no more to do 
but come the next Night to Mozs, with two of 
his truſtieſt Domeſticks, and that he might come 
to her Houſe, where ſhe would tell him how the 
buſineſs ſhould be managed. The Marqueſs, who 
waited with Impatience for News from the Du- 
cheſs, fail'd not ro ſer out the Hour 1ſhe appoint- 
ed. He arrivd at Mons, and went to the Du- 
cheſſes, as had, been agreed on. You ſee, ſays 


ſhe, what I expoſe my ſelf to for your ſake : 


But that yau may not be blam'd for this AQtion, 
I think it very fit you ſhould write to the Duke 
de Villa Hermoſa, to let him know you are mat- 
ryd; and intreat him, that fince *tis a done 
thing, that he will write into Sparz, in your Fa- 
your, that the Court may agree to it : I will take 
care your Letter ſhall be deliverd him, and ſend 
bim word the ſame time, I have had no hand in 
your buſineſs. The Marqueſs conſented to all ſhe 
defir'd, but had his Head ſo full of Love, he 


would never have been able ro finiſh his Letter - 


without rhe Ducheſſes help, who made him write 
what ſhe pleas'd, without naming Chriſt:za, with 
deſign to take her advantage by that Letter to ju- 
[tihe lier ſelf to the World, as if the Marqueſs 
had indeavou'd to, ſteal away her Niece, and 
that he might he forc'd to marry her, if the bu- 
ineſsin Hand ſhould unexpeQtedly miſcarry. pl 


\ 
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All things thus order'd; ſhe forgot not any 
- thing that might heighten the Beauty of her 
Niece. It was no hard matter to ſet off a young 
Lady, whom Nature had made very handſome 
and amiable : The Ducheſs having viſited her a 
little afore Nigbt, gave her new inſtruQions for 
her dreſs, and deportment, and return'd very well 
ſatisfy'd with her Charms. She appointed her to 
be at the Covent-Garden Gate, with a Maid who 
was of the Plor, ahd to follow theGentleman who 
came in ſearch of them : She charg'd her by any 
means nor to ſpeak, to cover her ſelf with a great 
Vail, and not ſhew her Face, till the Prieſt had 
finiſh'd the Ceremony ; telling her, it was no 
more than in decency was requiſite, to fatisfie the 
Gentleman, and the Company, of her modeſty. 
The Ducheſs being return'd home, told the Mar: 
quelſs all rhings were order'd as he could wiſh. 
At laſt, the Night ſo much defir'd by the Mar- 

uels, and perhaps by the Lady as earneſtly long'd 
or. was come ; the amorous Spamard, full of 
good intentions, and led by his paſſion, enter'd 
the Garden through a Door, of which they had 
given him a Key for the purpoſe. He found 
there two Perſons vail'd, one whereof was about 
the height of Chriſtina : Having approach'd, 
with a reſpeC& not free from fear, he took her by 
the Hand, and led her to the Duchefles with the 
haſte you may imagine. They went ſtraight to 
the Chappel, where the Prieſt waited their com- 
/ ing: The Marqueſs fell preſently at the Feet of 
her he thought his Miſtreſs, ro thank her for her 

oodneſs, and began to ſay ſuch things as Love 
inſpires a Man in his condition withall ; But the 
Ducheſs haſten'd the Prieſt to do his Office, an 
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Taid to the Marqueſs, he was not to loſe time in 
Fruitleſs Diſcourſe, to keep his Miſtreſs from 
the Pleaſure ſhe propos'd to her ſelf, in being 
at liberty to look upon him, without wronging 
her modeſty. The Marqueſs having his Head 
full of the thoughts of Chriſtina, tancy'd he ſaw 
her, withour ſhewing her Face : He was fatisfy'd 
with a Kiſs-of her Hand, fell on his Knees, and 
was married. The Ceremony was ſcarce ended, 
bur the Marqueſs cry'd out, he was the Happieſt - 
Man alive, fince it 'was not in the Power of his 
Enemies to prevent his being unired to the moſt 
amiable Perſon in the World. Yes, and more 
happy than you are aware of, replys the Ducheſs 
throwing off the Brides Vail, fince in marrying 
you to my Niece, who might be the Darling of 
the beſt Man on Earth, I have marry'd you to a 
Lady of great Birth; and a conſiderable Fortune. 
The Marqueſs was ſo troubled at the Diſcourſe 
of the Ducheſs, and. the ſurprizing Beauty of her 
Niece, that for ſome time he ſtood mute. Your 
Relations, and Friends, have agreed to this Mar- 
 riage, continues the Ducheſs ; and nothing but a 
Merit equal to yours could have prevail'd with 
me to have a Hand in a Trick of| this kind, to 
make you happy againit your will. The Mar- 
queſs was ſo agitated with diftereht motions, he 
could not anſwer a Word, needing |all the reſpect 
thoſe of his Nation have for Pertons of the beſt 
Quality.” to keep him from breaking our into out- 
rage againſt the Ducheſs. She was about ro ſpeak . 
to him of the advantages of this Aﬀair. Madam, 
lays the Marqueſs, interrupting her, I pray in- 
ſult not over my griet; for 1 know not whether 


1 ſhall be able to take it at ”om Hands. This Ws 
; _" 
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but one of thoſe expreſſions of ſorrow and regret 
he ler fall, which forc'd Tears from the new 
Marchioneſs, who had not any Hand in her Aunts 
Cheat, and expected Complements from her 
Husband of a very different Nature. The Mar- 

ueſs mov'd at her Tears, and wounded to the 
Hheote with his own Sorrows, went into another 
Room, and would have left the Houſe with a 
Reſolution to go whitherſoever deſpair would 
lead him: But the Ducheſs, who fearing the 
Noiſe this Buſineſs might make, had the Fore- 
fight, and Care, to make ſure of an Order from 
the Duke de Vi//a Hermoſa to arreſt the Mar- 
queſs; had it put in execution, by Perſons who - 
waited at the Gate for that purpoſe. He was fo 
diſorderd, he ſcarce knew he was arreſted. An 
Officer, his Friend, whom the Ducheſs ſent for 
to ſpeak with him, endeavour'd to perſwade him 
to be ſatisfy'd, but without efte&t. The Marqueſs 
paſs'd all the Night in very great diſquiet : the 
morrow the Duke de Vilia Hermoſa arriv'd at 
Mons, where he had long Diſcourſe with the 
Marqueſs ; I know not the particulars, but 'tis 
probable he ſhew'd him the advantages of this 
Marriage. and the neceſlity lay upon him to make 
no more {tir about the Buſineſs : which if he did, 
he would be laugh'd at, and provoke the Court, 
his Friends, and the Ducheſles Family all againſt 
him. The Marqueſs convinc'd with theſe Rea-- 
ſons, and ſeeing there was no Remedy, ſubmitted 
to the advice of the Duke de Villa Hermoſa , and 
thought it beſt to return to his Wife, and beg 
her Pardon for what was paſt. But ſhe would 
not hear him, being reſolvd to pay him in the 
Coyn ſhe had receiv'd from him, and avoid his 
| company 
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company who had ſo much {lighted her. The 
Ducheſs found all her Authority 'over her Niece, 
little enough to retain her : She would not afford 
an Ear to any thing could be ſaid for him, who 
had expreſt himſelf ſorry he had marry'd ner. 

A beautiful Lady hath great Advantages, her 
Complaints are moving, her Reproaches wound 
to the quick, and her Tears find Compaſſion in 
the ſtonieſt Heart. The Marqueſs, who had ap- 
proach'd his Lady with a great deal of Inditte- 
rence, was ſo ſenlible of her Complaints, her Re- 
proxches and Tears, that he fell on his- Knees, 
proteſting the Crime ſhe thought him guilty of, 
4 pure effe& of his Aſtoniſhment ; and that if 
the would vouchſafe him the hearing, he could 
exfily clear himſelf: She caſt her Eyes upon him, 
without anſwering a Word ; her Looks, and the 
Difficulty ſhe made of being appeas'd, heighren'd 
in the Marqueſs the Defire of Reconciliation : He 
made her fo many Preteſtations, and aflur'd hez 
he would love her.eternally, that at laſt ſhe yield- 
ed to the Inſtances of the Ducheſs, or rather the 
Oaths of the Marqueſs : Bur upon Condition he 


' would give her a true Account what Hhad- occa- 


ond him to expreſs himſelf troubled for having - 
marry'd her, and to abſent himſelf as he had 
done. The Marqueſs promis'd it, but whether 
he kept his Word I know not, having nor .been 
able tro learn the Particulars of the Account he 
gave her, which laſted -all Night ; but *ris 've- 
ry likely 'ſhe was very well ſarisfy'd, having ne- 
ver complain'd of it fince : The Marquels about 
a Week after brought her to Br»ſjels, and to Ju- 
Itihe himſelf to thoſe. who were acquainted with 


is Paſhon for _ ſaid, It was not in his 


Power 
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Power to refit the Decrees of Heaven, where his 
Marriage had been appointed many Ages ago. 
Though Chriſtina had not heard of this Mar- 
riage, the News of it having not yer reach'd 
Spain ; *tis certain her Heart miſgave her ſome 
Ill was -towards her, which caſt her frequently 
into Melancholy the Princeſs had much ado to 
perſwade. her from, by telling her ſhe was not to 
affict her ſelf before-hand, by faacying ſhe fore- 
faw the unfaithfulneſs of her Lover. Chriſtina 
| = «pug her ſelf to blame for'r, but could not 
help 1t. 
earing the Eng/;/h Envoy was returning for 
London, ſhe acquainted the Princels with the 
great Defire ſhe had to lay hold on that accafion 
ro leave Spain, and go to the Marqueſs d"Offeyra. 
\ The Princeſs gave many good Reaſons to divert 
her from this Reſolution, but in vain ; Chriſtinz 
acknowledging the force of her Reaſons, bur that 
' It was not in het Power to yield to them, and 
that ſhe ſhould certainly have the Diſpleaſure to 
ſee her die with Deſpair, if ſhe oppos'd her De- 
fign any longer. Loth as the Princeſs was to part 
with our Heroine, ſhe was however forc'd to let 
her go, to prevent the mortal EfteQts of her De- 
ſpair : She gave her a Letter of Recommenda- 
tion to the Envoy, intreating his Care of that 
young Spaniſh Gontleman, being a Perſon of Qua- 
lity and Merit, and very deſirous to go with him 
into Eng/and. The Princeſs gave her ſeveral 0- 
ther Letters, in her favour, addreſs'd to Perſons 
in good Credit in the Court of His Majeſty of 
Great Britain. Chriſtina having reſumed her 
Man's Habit, and the Day of her Departure hi- 


red a Spaniſh Foot-boy; overtook the Enyoy "9 
| ays 
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Days Journey from Madrid, not having ventur'd 
to go out of Town with him, tor fear of being 
ſtaid, if diſcover d. The Envoy receiv'd her very 
courteouſly., eafily believing the good CharaGter 
the Princeſs gave in her Letter to him of young 
Montalban. (as ſhe call'd him) who confirm'd by 
his Meen, and Diſcourſe, the good Opinion the 
Envoy had of him at firſt Sight. 
Montalban was 1o pleas'd with the thought the 
ſhould ſhortly have a better opportunity of in- 
forming himſelf truly of the ſtate of his Love 
Concerns, that he appear'd very chearful and aye- 
ry, which the Envoy was much taken with, but 
could not let him know it for want of skill in the 
Spaniſh Language, which he could not ſpeak, 
though he underſtood it very well. Monta/bar 
pretended he had no other Language, but that he 
had a fmall inſight in the French, yetnot ſo much 
as to ſpeak it. The Envoy, who had been bred 
in France, was glad of that, and from thenceforth 
ſpoke to him always ia French, which Montalban 
anſwer'd in Spaniſh. He maintain'd this Chara- 
tter very well, till one Day the Envoy obſerving 
him in a deep Study, ask'd him if he had left a 
Miſtreſs behind him at Madrid. Montalban ha- 
ving his Head full of Love, and ſurpriz'd with 
the Queſtion, anſwer'd him in French, He, had 
not a Miſtreſs in the World ; and continued 
Ipeaking in that Language, till he perceiv'd the 
Envoy aſtoniſh'd at it : Whereupon, making uſe 
of that readineſs of Wit which had done him ſo 
good Service on former occaſions, and few Wo- 
men want, he fell a laughing at rhe Envoy's Sur- 
prize, and pray'd him, in Spar, to tell him 
truly if he had ſpoken good French, The Envoy 
” S 3 afſur's 
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allur'd him, a natural French-man could not have 
{poke better. In troth, replies Monralban, 1 
thought the Princeſs had - bur jeſted, when, ha- 
ving taught me thoſe three or four words, the 
told me I pronounc'd' themwery well : I will ap- 
ply my ſelf to learn French, as foon as I come 
to London. You will infallibly attain it, ſays - 
the Envoy, you are fo naturally fitted for it. Our 


 Herome having, by her Wit, retriev'd the Fault 


her Diſtraction made her fall into, avoided care- 
tully all occaſions of letting him perceive ſhe 
could ſpeak French. the better to maintain the 
part ſhe defign'd to act in Emg/and. Being ar- ' 
riv'd at London, Montalban deliver'd a Letter from 
the Princeſs, to the Marqueſs Bargamanero, En- 
voy extraordinary from Spar. The Marqueſs 
being an 1:a/:a7 born, doubted not bur the young 
Spaniard was very well deſcended, as the Princeis 
had fignify'd by her Letter : He usd him with all 
the civility imaginable, praying him to accept of 
an Apartment in his Houſe ; for, beſides the re- 
ipect due to the recommendation of the Princels, 
an Italian, or Flemming, employ'd in the King of 
Spain's Service, is glad of 'any occaſion to oblige 
a natural Spanzard, to take off the jealoufie and 
umbrage they have of Strangers employ'd in At- 
fairs of that Crown. Montal/ban would not lodge 
at the Marqueſſes, but Din'd there every Day, 
and went often to Court with him, where he 
was kindly receiv'd by thoſe who eſpous'd the 1n- 
tereſt of Spar : this was of incredible advantage 
to the Spaniard, the Engliſh who were us'd to ice 
thoſe of that Nation haughty and huffiſh, admt- 
ring the civility and good Meen of Montalban. 
But he could not be fatisfy'd with the Care the 
| Marque!s 
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Marqueſs took to divert him, nor the civilities he 
receiv'd from ſeveral Erg/7:/h Courtiers, ſuch was 
his impatience to know how things went in F/ar:- 
ders: He ask'd every one, what News from 
thence, and was told of the Preparations made 
for the Campaign, . the provident Care of the Spa- 
7iſh Governour for the Places moſt in danger to 
be attack'd, and many other particulars Monta/- 
ban was not concern'd in, nor car'd for : But not 
2 Word of the Marqueſs D'Oſeyre, nor durſt he 
enquire after him, in particular, leſt his Counte- 
nance ſhould betray him, and diſcover the Reaſon 
of his Curiofiry that way. His Heart miſpave 
him ſtill, and continued the alarms and prefages 
of ill ſucceſs to his Love, which {ſo haunted his 
Thoughts he could not reliſh any Pleaſure, though 
frequently invited to partake of it. Sometimes 
he refoly'd for Br«fſe/s, to know how .things 
ſtood ; the next moment he diſcover'd Reaſons to 


- divert him from that deſign. Tormented with 


this inquietude, and not able to reſolve what 
courſe to take, bur inclining'to continue in an un- 
certainty, which left him ſome poor hopes of the 
conſtancy of the Marqueſs D'Oſſeyra, rather than 
hazard the diſcovery of a truth which might plunge 
him in deſpair. As he was at Dinner at the Spe- 
niſh Envoys, a Gentleman of Flanders, newly ar- 
riv'd from Bruſfels, came in to ſalute the Mar- 
queſs Borgamanero, and deliver'd him Letters from 
the Low-Countries. The Marqueſs having known 
the Gentleman by Name, receiv'd him very civil- 
ly, and made him fit at Tablz with him. When 
the Flemming had drank the Healths of all the 
Beauties of Br«ſſe/s, his Tongue began to run, 
and he gave them ſeveral Pieces of choice News 
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from Flanders, adding ſome Gallantries of the 
Spaniſh Generals the Winter paſt; and, interrup- 
ting himſelf, now that I am fallen upon the Dif. 
courſe of Gallantry, Have you not heard, ſays he, 
of the officious Cheat put upon the Marqueſs 
D*Oſexra, to cure him of the violent Paſſion he 
had for a French-woman. Had any one then ob- 
ſerv d Alontalban's Countenance, he might have 
eaſily diſcover'd the Trouble he was in: But they 
were all attentive to the Flemmiſh Gentlemans 
Diſcourſe, who told them, the Ducheſs of A-- 
ſchor, by Agreement with the Duke de V://a Her- 
mmoſa, on _ of Favouring the Marqueſs De 
Ofſeyra's Marriage with the French-woman, had 


marry'd her Niece to him. Oh Heavens, cry'd 
Chriſtina, no more minding the Name, or Nation 
ſhe pretended to, and fell oft of her Stool. The 


Company thought it. ſome Diſeaſe, or Infirmity, 
and every one {trove to help her,. attributing the 
Exclamation to the violence of the Diſtemper, 
and not dreaming in the leaſt of the true Cauſe 
of the Acident. The Envoy of Spain was the 
moſt alarm'd ar it, fearing, in a time where poy- 
ſonings are ſo ordinary, it might be thought this 
Spaniſh Gentleman had been poyſoned at his 
oule. 

Coutd one have dy'd of violent grief, I am per- 
ſwaded our Heroine had taken her leave of this 
World, upon hearing the Gentlemans News: 
but a Death of that kind happens not in our Ape, 
and ſhe, by the Marqueſles Care, recover'd her 
ſtrength pretty weil, and was carry'd into her 
Chamber, where, intending to give free vent to 
thoſe paſſons the ill news had occahion'd; ſhe had 


rhe dexterity to get rid of the importunate _ 
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of thoſe who accompany'd her, by telling .them 
ſhe was often ſubject ro Infirmities of: that kind, 
and had learnt by experience that reſt was the on- 
ly, and infallible Cure. As ſoon as ſhe was a- 
lone, ſhe burſt out into Tears, and ker Fancy, to 
her further Torment, repreſented to her a Thou- 
ſand unpleaſant things to increaſe her grief, which 
was 1{well'd to that height rhe moſt cruel Death 
would have been welcom. After much debate 
with her ſelf, ſhe thought it fit for her to return 
into her Country, and ſpend there the reſt of her 
Days in a Cloyſter, her Vertue ſuggeſting to her 
ſhe was oblig'd to make the World this amends 
for all the innocent ſcandals ſhe had given it. 
Upon the News of the Accident at the Spaniſh 
Envoys, the pretended Montalban was vifited by 
ſeveral Perſons of the beſt Quality : The Gentle- 
man, who had brought the News of the Mar- 
queſs D'Oſfeyra's being marry'd, thought himſelf 
oblig'd in civility to give him a viſit. Chriſtina 


(or, if you will, Montalban) was a-bed when 


this Gentleman came to his Lodging.: Montalban 
gave order he ſhould come in, and the ordinary 
civilities being over, told him he was ſorry his 
Inhrmity had depriv'd him of hearing the parti- 
culars of the Marqueſs D'Oſeyra's Marriage : The 
Gentleman offer d to make him the Relation ; 
Montalban an{wering, he would much oblige him 
in it, the Gentleman acquainted him with all the 
Circumſtances of the Aitair, without perceiving 
the change it produc'd in our Herozne's Counte- 
nance; who had (to prevent his diſcovesy ) drawn 
her Bed-Curtain that ſhe might not be ſeen. The 
Flemming being retird, Chriſtina tell again into 
Tears, yer without any murmuring againſt the 
: ; Marquets 


266 The Heroine Muſqueteer : Or, 


Marqueſs D'Oſſeyra, whom ſhe could not accuſe 
of infidelity. As ſtrongly as ſhe labour'd to'con- 
firm her Reſolution of going into a Monaſtery, 
{ſhe found within her no ſmall reluQancy againſt 
the putting it in execution : ſo hard a Task was 
it to diſengage her elf from the inclinations ſhe 
had for a Perſon ſhe had lov'd fo entirely, and 
eſteem'd ſo worthy of her afte&tion : After much 
ſtrugling and {ſtriving with her ſelf, ſhe reſolv'd 
_ to fend him a Letter, which was written as fol- 
loweth. 


[| Shall never believe any one can dye of grief, 
fince I have. ſurviv'd the (ad News of your 
Marriage, attended with ſuch Circumſtances 
as make me deſpair, without leaving me the 
Liberty to complain of you : Was it not enough 
#o loſe you, but 1 muſt, with the Loſs, have 
the cruel and doleful Satisfation to know I 
loft you againſt your Will 2 .Had you been un- 
grateful for the affeFion Þ bore you, the conſi- 
deration of your unfaithfulneſs would have, in 
ſome Meaſure, allayd my ſenſe of the loſs of 
you : But while I adore you, and you love me, 
another enjoys you. Pardon the Trouble my 
grief forces me to give you,, in bidding you adien 
for ever. When you know how eaſily I part 
with the World, you will be ſenſible | So gh 
ed in it thus long only for your ſake 5 and ſince 
you cannot be mine any longer, I ſhall quickly 
take leave of it with very little concern. 
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- Chriſtina having heard that the Spanyh Envoy 
ſent a Gentleman with Letters into Handers, de- 
ſir d him to deliver this to the Marquels D'Offeys 
7a, and tell him, the Party who ſent ir expected 
not his anſwer. Our Heroine having written this 
Letter, found her fJf ſomewhat better at eaſe 
ſhe weigh'd the deſign ſhe had of entring a Covent, 
and found it in truth a courſe of Life wholly un- 
ſuitable to her Humour : She confider'd how ma- 
ny made their Lives unhappy by embracing a 
Profeſſion out of deſpair, or to Pleaſe their 
Friends, or for other like Reaſons contrary to 
their Inclinations : She choſe rather to {eek out 
an opportunity to periſh gloriouſly in the Wars, 
than to languiſh many Years in an unhappy con- 
dition, not doubting but the thoughts of her be- 
loved Marqueſs would Haunt her in the moſt pri- 
vate retirements. - This made her throw off the 
rclicks of weakneſs her Sex had left her, and ha- 
ving heard that his Majeſty of France had open'd 
the Campaign by the Conqueſt of Ghent, ſhe 
continned her diſguiſe, and went into the Army 
with two or three Erg/;/þ Volunteers, who went 
to learn the Rudiments of War under -that great 
Maſter. The Town of Tpers being befieg'd about 
that time, our Herome, to avoid meeting with 
thoſe who might probably know her, during her 
long abode formerly there, conſulted rather the 
motions of deſpair, than endeavour'd to fignalize 
her ſelf by ACtions of extraordinary valour : She 
- mingled her felt one Day with a Detachment of. . 
the Regiments of the King's Houſhold, who with 
Sword in Hand took a Halfmoon, where Chr 
ftina receiv'd a Muſquet-ſhot, and was carry'd to 
her Tent. The Chyrurgeons, leſs Complaiſant in 


the 
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the Army than elſewhere, judg'd her Wound mor- 
tal : The Eng//h, who came with her from Lon- 
don, and ſtill thought the pretended Gentleman 
2 Spamard, fancy'd he had receiv'd the Wound 
by endeavouring to put himſelf into the Spaniſh 
Service, by getting into the Town : This made 
them acquaint the Marqueſs de Conflans with 
what had paſt. He was Governour of the Place, 
_ and having Captitulated that very Day to ſurren- 
der it, the E7g/1/h let him know there was in the 
Camp, a young Gentleman, a Spanard, call'd 
Montalban,\'who was wounded with a Muſquet- 
thor, by endeavouring to get into the Town. 
The Marqueſs, well acquainted with the name, 
thought he might be one of the Noble Family of 
Montalban, the Head whereof is the now Duke 
of Uceda, and diſpatch'd a Collonel of the Gariſon 
to enquize of his Health, and ſee if he were in a 
condition to be carry'd to Bruſſels. The Engliſh 
accompany d the Collonel, and told our Heroine 
they had inform'd the Governour of Tpres of his 
Quality, and Hurt ; and that he had ſent thither 
this Collonel, to know if he would be carry'd to 
Bruſſels. ' Chriſtina, amaz'd at the Diſcourſe, was 
pleas'd however at ſo good an occaſion of going 
to Bruſſels, in hopes to ſee the Marqueſs D'Ofey- 
72 before ſhe dy'd : She confirm'd them in their 
errour, and having anſwer'd the Collonel's civili- 
| ties, as well as the condition ſhe was in would 
permit her, ſhe pray'd him to rell the Marqueſs 
. of Corflans, he would do him a ſingular Favour 
to convey him to Br«ſſe/s, which was according- 
ly done. Soon after her Arrival there, the Marquels 
of Conflans inform'd the Court, he had brought 
thither 'a young Gentleman of Spar, =_ _ 

ately 
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lately come out of Eng/and to throw himſelf into 
pres, but was unfortunately prevented by a Muſ- 
quet-{not, receiv'd .as he was endeavouring to get 
into the Town. The Perſons of the greateſt 
Quality at Bruſſels, fearing to incommode Mon- 
zalban with their viſits, ſent to enquire of his 
Health : Bur he fell into a Fever, and no hopes 
ot Cure. All thoſe abont him wonder'd at the 
Care he took to enquire who they were who ſent 
to know how he did, which proceeded from the 
defire the ſuppoſed Montalban had to hear the 
Marqueſs D'Ofjeyra nam'd for one. Art laſt he 
was told that this Marqueſs, being newly return'd 


from Bruges, had ſent a Gentleman to enquire of 


his Health. Montalban was fo glad of it, that 
thoſe who attended him obſerv'd a viſible Change 
in his looks : Having fetch'd two or three ſighs, 
he ſaid, he ſhould be very glad to ſee the Mar- 
queſs, having ſomething of Conſequence to Com- 
municate to him. The Marqueſs being inform'd 
of it, ran to him immediately, fancying him to 
be a Gentleman of the Houſe of Morralban, who 
, had been of his acquaintance in Sparm. AS the 
Marqueſs enter'd the Room, they told him the 
Gentleman was ſpeechlels. The Marqueſs went 
haſtily up to the Bed. and looking ſtedfaſtly on 
the Perſon that lay there, knew her to be his 


Chriſtina, a dying : She reacht forth her Arm, 


and taking him by the Hand, made him ſenſible 
of the ſatisfaQion ſhe had, to ſee him before ſhe 
dy'd. The tragick SpeQtacle fo attected the Mar- 
queſs, he was ready to fall down dead for Sor- 
row : He continued many Days retir'd in a religi- 
* ous Houſe, and incapable of comfort for being the 
cauſe of our Zeroine's Death, he refoly'd to quir 
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that Country where a hundred Objetts would e: 
very Day repreſent to his memory, the Death of 
Chriſtina : He made uſe of his Friends to procure 
-him Employment elſe-where, and in a ſhort time 
after receiv'd Orders from Sparr to go and Com- 
mand in B:/cay. 
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with all forts of Hiſtories, Novels and Plays. 


Newly Publiſhed, _ 


Colle&tion of Novels, viz. The Secret Hiſtory of the 

Earl of Eſſex and Queen Elizabeth, The Happy Slave. 
And, The Double Cuckold. > To which is added, The Arr 
of Pleafing in Converſation. By the Famous Cardinal Rich» 
lievw. Price 5 s. 

The Hiſtory of Polybius the Megalopolitan; containing a Ge- 
neral Account of the Tranſataons of the whole World, 
but principally of che Roman People, during the Firſt and 
Second Punich Wars. Tranſlated by Sir H.Sheers, and Mr, 
Dryden, In Three Volumes : The Third Vclume never be- 
fore Printed. | 

Familiar Letters : Written by Fohn late Earl of Rocheſter, 
to the honourable Henry Savile, Eſq; and other. Perſons of 
Quality : With Love-letters, written by the late Inzenious 
Mr. Tho. Otway, Sir George Etheridge, and the late Duke of 
Buckingham. = | 

A Diſcourſe upon the Nature and Faculties of Man, in 
ſeveral Eflays: With ſome Confideration on the Occur- 
rences of Human Life. By Tim. Nourſe, Gent. 

The Whole Works of that excellent PraQtical Phyfician 
Dr. Thomas Sydenham. Wherein nor only the Riftory and 
Cures of acute Diſeaſes are treated of after a ftiew and accu- 
rate Merhod ; bur alſo the ſafeſt and ſhorteſ* way of curing 
moſt Chronical Diſeaſes : Tranſlared from the Original Latin, 
by 7. Pechy, M. D. of the Colledge of Phyſicians. 

Eflays upon ſeveral Important Subjetts* By Sir Tho. Pope 
Blunt, Baronet. Price 3 s. 

Love-letters, writ by a Nun to a Cavalier. With the Ca- 
valier's Anſwers. | 

A Treatiſe of Education, eſpecially of Young Gentlemen. 
In Two Parts. By Obadizh Walker, D. D. The Sixth Edi- 
tlon, Enlarged. 

De Re Poetica ; or, Remarks upon Poetry. With a Cha- - 
rafter of the Poets borh Ancient and Modern. By Sir Tho. 
Pope Blount, Quarto. 

Examen Poeticum Duplex frve Muſarum Anglicanarum Delefus 
Alter, cui (ubjicitur Epigrammatum ſeu Poematum Minotum Spe- 

cimen 
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een Nouum. By Mr. Addiſon, Mr. Friend, Mr. Wallis, Mx, 
Alfop, Mr. Stepney, &c. | 

A Mathematical Companion, or thg Deſcription and Uſe 
_ ofa new Sliding Rule, by which many Uuſeful and Necefſa- 

ry Queſtions in Arithmerick, Milicary Orders, Intereſts, Tri- 
gonometry, Planometry, Sterenometry , Gebgraphy, Aſtrg- 
nomy , Navigation, Fortification, Gunnery , Dyalling, may 
be ſpeedily reſolved without the Help of Pen or Compaſſes, 
By William Hant, Philomath. 

An Ttalian Voyage, or a compleat Journey thro Italy. In 
Two Parts. With the Character of the People, and De- 
ſcription of the chief Towns, Churches, Moneſteries, Tombs, 
Libraries, Palaces, Viila's, Gardens, Pifures, Statues and 
Antiquities ; as alſo, of the Intereſt, Government, Riches, 
Force, (Fc. of all the Princes ; with Inftru&tions concerning 
Travel. By Richard Laſſe!, Gent. The Second Edition, 
With large Additions, by a Modern Hand. 

The Family Phyfician ; being a choice Colleftion of ap- 
proved and experienc'd Remedies, to cure all Diſeaſes in- 
cident ro Human Bodies, uſeful in Families, and ſerviceable 
ro Country People. By George Hartman Chymuſt, Servant 
ro Sir Kenelm Dighy till he died. : 

A General Treatiſe of the Diſeaſes of Infants and Chil- 
dren, colle&ted from the moſt Eminent Praftical Authors. 

Yy Fobn Pechy, of the College of Phyſicians. 

A Treatiſe of the Immortality of the Soul, by way of Di- 
alogue. By Dr. Charlton. . 4to. 

A Pluraliry of Worlds. Tranflated from the French by 
Mr. Glamile. | 

Dialogues of the Dead. Tranſlated from the French. 

The Effays of Michael Seizneur de Myntaigne, in three Vo- 
lames in 0:09. Fairhtully Tranſlared by Charles Cotton, Eſq, 

A Vindication af two late Comedies, viz. The Relapje ; or, 
Virtue in Danger. And, The Provk'd Wife. By the Author 
of thoſe Plays. | | - 
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Printed by James Orme, for Richard 
Wellington, at the Delphir and Crown, 
at the Weſt-end of St.Pax/*s Church- 
Yard. MDCC: 


THE 


Heroine Muſqueteer : 


OR, THE 
Female Warriour. 


E ARN, thonghone of the leaſt Pro. 
vinces jubje&t to the Crown of 
France, may be accounted among the 
moſt conſiderable, for the great 
number.of Soldiers it ſends into the Armies. 
It hath the horour of giving Birth to the 
Renowned Prince, Heary tne Great, and 
\the Privilezes he granted it are ſufficient 
proof of the eftcem he had for the Inhabi- 
rants. And thole who now ſerve the King 
in kis Wars, have made it appear they have 
not degenerated from the vertues of tneir 
Anceſtors. Belites, as if it were not enough 
tor this Province * produce Heroes in an 
Age, when all parts of France furuiſh ſuch 
-plenty of them, it hath ſignaliz'd it ſelf in 
21ying Birth to 2 Heroine, who ſeems to have 
bs forgot 
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lume, as the Perſon who paſs'd the Pyrenees to 
ſteal her away. Chriſtina cry'd out, frightned to 
ſee her ſelf 1o near a Perſon who had been deep. 


wonder ie was ſyrpri 
of a Ferion who ky 


and never prevaild with, cannot bur cauſe ex- 
traordinary emotions in the Heart of a Lover. 
All Men are apt- to flattes. themſelves in their 
paſſions, and Don Palafox, not able to imagine 
what ſtrange Fortune ſhould bring Chriſtina (a 
French-woman) into Spain, when the Two 
Crowns were ſo deeply engag'd in War, preſent- 
ly fancy'd ſhe had repented her ill uſage of him, 
and probably was return'd into Spain in ſearch 
of him. And continuing to interpret all things 
to his advantage, he thought the flights Count 
Talara complain'd of, and the loud cry her Jate 
aſtoniſhment, at firſt fight of him, had forc'd 
from her, efteas of her paſſion for him. Being 
full of theſe fancies, he ſaid a thouſand exrrava- 
gances ; and Chriſtina was ſo ſurpriz'd; ſhe an- 
wer'd not a Word : The Ladies who {tood by, 
taking notice of rhe aſtoniſhment, on either fide, 


kelp'd ro bring them*t0 themſelves again ; and 
finding 
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fnding Chriſtina much diſordered by the preſence 
of Don Philip, they pray'd him to withdraw, 
which he could not deny them, yet hoped the 
diſorder he ſaw Chr:ſt:na in boded him much good. 
He was no ſooner gone, but Chr:ſtina, obſerving 
that the Ladies were in pain to know the caule 
of her tronble, yer ſo diſcreet as to ftorbear ask- 
ing her, acquainted rhem with what had paſt in 
her HT; and whatever elſe had any relation 
to h& concern with Don Philip - This leflen's 
their wonder at her aſtoniſhment, and was eafily 
beliey'd by them, who were well acquainted 
" With the headftronys bumour of that Gurdbaiy 
Don Philip the while confider'd the Accident 
he had newly met with, and being naturally 
vain, flatter'd himſelf with an Opinion Chriſtina 
' was in Love with him. It was a pretty while 
ere he came to a Reſolution whether ro return 
to the Ladies, or retire to ſave Chriſtina the Con- 
fuhion he fear'd his Preſence would nut her in be- 
fore the Company : After much Debate it was 
carry'd for the Retirement, in Confidence his Mi- 
ſtreſs would thank him for his Diſcretion, and 
elteem him the betrer tor't. Count Talara, im- 
patient to hear the' Succeſs of his Friend's Jour: 
ney, had given Order he ſhould have notice as 
foon as Palafox arriv'd : And going to his Houſe 
ſoon after his Arrival, he ask'd him, with much 
Concern, what News of his Miſtreſs : You have 
a iuval, anſwerd Don Philip, who hath long 
been in Love with the fair French-woman, and he 
is a Gentleman I have a ereat Intereſt in, and my 
very good Friend. Know you not, reply'd the 
Count, thinking he meant the Marqueſs d"Ofſey- 
70, that the King hath explained himRIF in thar 
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particular, -and declar'd, He will not conſent t6 
their Marriage : You Jurprize me, ſays Dor Phi. 
lip, (not comprehending the Count's meaning,) 
T-did not think the Court ſo well inform'd of the 
_ Aﬀair. A Kiniman of Don Philip's coming in, 
interrupted their Diſcourſe - and prevented far- 
ther Explication: The Count took his Leave, and 
Don Pallafox remain'd very unquiet at the News 
he had newly told : Going to the King on the 
morrow, he found Chriſi:na there, giving His 
Majeſty an Account of every thing worthy Oh- 
ſervation at the Eſrurial : They ask'd if ſhe 
thought it a better Houſe than Ver/ſar/les , there 
is no proportion between them, ſays Chriſtina, 
Verſailles being more conſiderable for the Wa: 


wo 
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\ nificence of the Buildings, which are neat and 
, j convenient, but not ſtately ; but the E/curial is a 
Palace of very large Extent. : 
"i Don Ph1lip pretending he knew not this ſtrange 
[ Lady, ask'd thoſe who ſtood by, who ſhe was, 


what they had heard of the Marqueſs d"Oſfeyra's 
[ Paſſion, the Fights ſhe had-been in, in Flanders, 
4 and, in a word, all thoſe. Stories the Publick had 
| added to the truth of her Adventures, The King 


Philip gave her his Hand to bring her to her A- 
" partment, which ſhe would not refuſe him, for 
tear of notice being raken of it in, ſo publick a 
y place : As ſoon as. he came where he might 
l bi tpeak to her in private, he afſur'd her he had al- 
q , ways lov'd her; ail that if he had been guilty 
30 of Diſteſpe& in endeavouring to ſteal her, the 
[| , + ought to pardon ir, as an Eftett of the _ 
9 1 : mn 


rers, and delicate Gardens about it, than the mag- 


[| while the ſpoke to the King : They told him 


[|| being gone to Counſel, Chriſtina retir'd, and Don 


% 
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bis Paſſion, his Inter, :5. having: been always 
very good. Chriſtinaw ng ro dilabuſe him, rold 
him, his Explications 2 to no purpoſe, ſince 
ſhe had diſpos'd of he. 'Teart to another, and 
waited only a favourabi. Opportunity to com- 
plain- to the King of the injuſtice of her Ene- 
mies, and to entreat his Majeſty's ProteCGtion, if 
ſhe ſhould marry the Marqueſs 4'Ofjeyra ; other- 
wiſe, that ſhe might have liberty ro fpend her 
Life in a Convent. With that ſhe burſt out into 
Tears, at the Thought of the Marqueſs ; which 
- . Don Philip ſeeing, (that be might not afflict her 
more by Ditcourſe he perceived troubleſom to 
« her) went away, bot was ſo mnch concern'd for 
" her, that he made it his buſineſs ro be better 1n- 
ſtructed in the Particulars of her Aftairs. 

Having remembred himſclt rhat rhe Counteſs 
de Benavidez had reftided long in Flanders, he 
* ave her a Viſit, and falling inſentibly into Dil: 
courſe of Chriſtiza : The Countels gave him a 
Deſcription of her, much iike that the had for- 
merly given the Marchionels 4! Offeyra, and ma- 
ny others ; infinuating, that all her Diſguiſes 
weiz2 the Effects of a Criminal Paſſion ; which 
Don Philip was 1o far perſwaded of, that he re- 
pented he had ever lov'd her : Moſt Men are 
diipoled to believe whar they hear reported of 
the 11] Conduct of Women, and the groſs Error 
of moſt Strangers, eſpecially Spanzards, in the 
hard Cenſure they paiſs of the Liberty Women 
enoy in France, did not a little contribute to con- 
hmm Doz Philip in the Sentiments the Countels, 
had inſpird him with. He thank'd her for her 
Information, and having that Evening mer with 
Count Ta/aro, as the King was going to Bed, he 
told 


Warrier. 217 


— — 
__ Et 
noun > 4 


Se ne = 
 _  —— < 
OY 


I 
al Iv 
-_ 


nals 


ODE _ = - > ad I. m 
—_— 4 Joe « wy oye 4. nnd —_— = 73> — 
"ys I At? VL TY WET Tons, m2 > IG Dea - 8 naar 


213 The Heroine Muſqueteer : Or, 


told him he would cure him of the Paſſion he © 
had for Chriſtina, alTuring him he knew by a ve. 
ry good Hand, ihe was unworthy the AﬀeGtion 
of a Perfon of Honour : The King having that 
Inſtant call'd rhe Count upon Buſineſs belonging 
to his Place, he had not the time to anſwer Dox 
Philip ;, and preſently after, every body with- 
drew : The Count, by this Priviledge of firſt Gen- 
tleman of the Bed-Chamber, was co lie there 
that Night : The Paſhon. he had for Chriſtin, 
made him muſe all Night of Dor Ph/ip's Dif- 
courſe ; at laſt, reproaching himſelf for having 
endur'd Language ſo much to the Diſadvantape 
of a Perſon he Lov'd, he thought himſelt obligd,z 
as a Gentleman, to demand Sarisfaction, and pot 
up with a Reſolution to fight 1-7 "_—— though 
Duels are forbidden in Sp47z : Bir rhe Prince dif 
penling very much with the ſeverity of the E- 
dicts, they are not obſerved rhere as exactly 4s 
in France, 1o that Gentlemen fight Duels there on 
very Ilight occaſions. Count Ta/ara having wilt 
teh a Billet ro Don Philip, he deliver'd it to one 
of his Servants, a Navarrozs, in whom he placd 
great conhdence, commanding him to carry it to 
Don Philip : Challenges being out of faſhion in 
France, | have inſerted the form of this, tranſla- 
ted Word for Word, being as follows. 


Whoever dares ſpeak to the diſadvantage of 
Chriſtina, /yes : She rs of wnqueſiionable Vertu , 
and he cannot be a Man of Honour, who judges 0- 
therwiſe of her : If you are of a contrary Opimon, 
let me find you at one a Clock after 3idnght, at 
the Toledo-Gate, where you ſhall receive the pt 
niſhment due for the wrong judgement you have po 
of her. he 
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The Count recommended this Billet fo often, 
and with ſo ſtrict a charge ro the Boy, thar it 

ave him the curiofity to know whar 1t contain'd. 
fle was much fſurpriz'd at the reading it, and 
having been born near Chr:ſt:na, and heard fo ma- 
ny. extraordinary things of her, he had a kind of 
inclination for her, and thought be might do her 
ſome Service in letting her ſee a Billet ſhe was 
ſo much concern'd in; and ſlipt privately into her 
Lodging to ſhew ir her : CÞriſ{zza having given 
him ſome Fruits of her acknowledgment, charg'd 
him to carry ir fate to Pon Php, and acquaint 
her with his anſwer. reliing him. ( th< better to 
engage him to it) it was of very great conle- 
quence to her. | 


Don wh” having received the Billet, was cx- * 


tremely offended with the outrageous Language 
the Count had made uſe of, and told the Boy it 
required no anſwer, but he would give his Malter 
an anſwer at the place appointed. The Navar- 
7015 gave Chriftina an account, and then his Ma- 
iter: While the Count was fitting himlelt to ap- 
pear at the afſhigaation, Chriſt:7a was in Tears, 
unrefolv*d what to do. She conſider'd, that as 
things were carried. this Duel muſt needs produce 
very ill effteRts, ſince the Relarions of both the Gen- 
temen, would infallibly joyn with the Marchio- 
nels 4 Offeyra, to ruine her, and perhaps prevail 
with the Court to take ſome violent reſolurions 
againſt her. She was ſenſible likewiſe the Mar- 
queſs d”* Offeyra would be extremely diſpleas'd, 
to hear the had been concern'd in 1o publick a 
manner, and in. a buſineſs of fuch noife in the 
Face of all Spain : A Woman, how ſmall ſoevet 
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2 ſhare ſh? hath in a Quarrel happened on her 
account, being ſure to ſufter by it ; the publick 


( which judges of things by appearances, withour 
examining the truth ) being always ready to blame 


her : Having made theſe reflections, ſhe refolvd 


to prevent their fighting; ſhe had ſcarce form'd 


the defign, bur ſhe repented it, reproaching her 


ſelf tor being ſo little ſenſible of her reputation, 
boldly and ſecurely wrong'd by Dor Philip. With 


| that ſhe gave her ſelf up wholly to what her An- 


ger, her Conrage, and deſire of Revenge ſuggeſt. 
ed ro her, and with the help of a French Mer 
chant, got her a Suit of Mans Cloaths, a Sword, 
and a Perruke. About an hour before the tit. 
of the alhgnation, ſhe cunningly gave it our, the 
Count Ta/ara was to fight a Duel ; without men- 
tioning Don Phi/ip : This was enough to alarm 


the Counts Friends, who arreſted him in his Houſe, 


Chriſtina in the mea! rime went to the place of 
Rendezvous, and having ſpy'd Don Philip, though 
the Night beyan to grow very dark, ſhe attack'd 
him io briskly, that ſhe gave Don Philip a de: 
ſperate Cut, which he had certainly reveng'd, 
had he not been inttantly hem'd in by five or fix 
Men, who ſeiz'd both the Combatants. Count 
Talara's Boy, who lov'd his Maſter well, and 
fear'd the ſucceſs of rhe Daz!, had given notice 
of it to a Gentleman who was both their Friends, 
and having got together ſome other, ran with 
them to rhe Gate of To/edo as they begun to fight: 
They had put out their Flambeaus for tear of dit- 
covery., and *twas ſo dark, they could not diſcern 
one Perſon from another, bur haſtily ſciz'd on 
them ; and having put them into ſeveral Coaches, 
carry'd them to Don Fobrn's Apartment, - the 

| rince 
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Prince, who is extremely belov'd by the Nobili- 
tv, might take up the matter, . But the Wound 
Pon Philip had received, oblig'd them to rake-bim 
to a Chirurgions, who (perhaps to heighten the 
value of the Cure) preſently ſaid it was very dan- 
-gerous, but rhat he would warnant the Cure. 
Une of thoſe who had parted them was already 
got to Don Jobn to advertiſe him of the buſinels ; 
and as he began to give him an account of the 
Particulars, he ſpy'd Count Ta/ara ſanding very 
quier in Poz obs Chamber : He was ſo difor- 
.der'd. ro ſee there a Man he thought he had left 
in his Friends Hands in another Place, that it was 
not in his Power to continue his diſcourſe. The 
Prince, obſerving the aſtoniſhment of the Man, 
rold him he had tenttor the Count, that he mighr 
be intorm'd of the Aftair, and thathe would take 
care there ſhould be no Swords drawn. Dox 
Philip is mortally 'wounded, ſays the Gentleman, 
and we thoughr it had been by Count 1alars. 
They were all furpriz'd at this, eſpecially when 
told, that he that wounded Doz Phi/ip was in a 
Coach at the Prince's Gate. As they were un- 
der the impatience to know who it was, Chriſtine 
and her Company enter'd the Chamber. Every 
one worderd to ice a young Man of ſo good a 
Meen. Chriſtina addrefhng her felt to Doz Zobn, 
intorm'd hirh what had oblig'd her to diſguiſe her 
lelf ;. and the courſe ſhe had taken for ſtaying 
the Count, that ſhe might revenge, in Perſon, 
- the injurious diſcourſe of Doz Phi/ip : Her refo- 
lation was commended by all, and her Cou- 
Tage admir'd. The Prince, to divert his Maje- 
{ty with the Gght of this diſguiſe, led her into his 
Majefly's Chamber ; telling him, as he enter'd, 

| he 
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he was come to' beg his Majeſty's Pardon to be 
granted thar Criminal, who had wounded one of 
; the. braveſt Men in his Kingdom. The King'fix- 
ing this Eyes on Chrift:9a, preſently knew her, 
and thought the diſcourſe of rhe Prince, his Bro- 
ther, had no relation to Chr1/t:n2 + But when he 
was informd of what had happen'd, he blam'd 
Don Philip extremely, for drawing that misfor- 
tane on himſelf, and aillur d Chrijt:na of his Pro: 
teftion. Don Ph:lip being ſoon atter almoſt curd 
of his wound, Dor Fobr made him and the Count 
embrace one another, and oblig'd Dozz Phz/ip to 
ask Chr:ftiza pardon. He was fo aſham'd to have 
been wounded by a Woman, that he lefr rhe Court, 
and acccompany*'d his Brother into Crcz/y, whete 
he was to rake Poſfefſion of the Arch-Bifhoprick 
of Palermo. - © | 
While matters went thus in Spar, the Mar- 
queſs D'Oſſeyra' was in Flanders, where the Du- 
'cheſs of Ar/chor, who had a defign-to have him 
Marry'd to a beautitul young, Lady her Relarion, 
amus'd him continually, pretznding ro fend him 
every day fome News of Chriſtina, whom the 
Marqueſs thought {till in the Convent, fo care 
i ful had they been ro conceal from him her Voyage 
Ny! into Spain. He fancy'd the long hlence of his 
| | Miftreſs an eftect of her Modeſty, as knowing 
[HH hey Letters were to pals through the hands of rhe 
an! Ducheſs ; and he expetted: every hour to receive 
| Licenſe to return into Spain, where he delignd 
1 to: beg his Majeſty's permifizon 'to Marry whom 
[| he pleas'd. | Chriſtira was allarm'd with continu- 
' | al tears the Marqueſs had forgotten her, having | 
{1 heard nothing of him fince ſhe lefr Flanders. | 
; The late Duel had occaſion'd a thouſand - 
| ates 


a. 


with an opinion Women are good for nothing bur 
matters of Love, not a Perſon bur was infinitely: 
defirous to ſee her; ſo thatſhe could not ſtir a foot 
bur ſhe fourd her ſelf compaſs'd with a Throng 
of People, which mate her reſolve to beg his 
Majetty's leave ro go into a Convent. 

An 1luftrious Princeſs, who owes her Birth to 
Iraly, had her Education in France, and by I know 
not what Fieaks of Fortune is now in Sparn, ha- 

_ vitg heard various Reports of Ch:ftina's Condu&t, 
; had the Curioſity to inquire {trittly into it; and 
to be ſarisfied of rhe truth of her Adventures, writ 
for that purpoſe into F'-2nce, and the Low-Conn- 
tries. , Soon after ſhe receceiv'd Letters which 
contirm'd the judgment ſhe had formerly given in 
her favour, and aflur'd her, Chriſtina's diſguiſe 


was-a-pure eftect of a Martial inclination ſhe had 
4 little too eagerly purſu'd. This Princeſs, who. 


by her own experience knew-a Woman may, with- 
out prejudice to her Vertue, love Travelling, Hunrt- 
ing, and ſeveral other Exerciles, commonly look'd 
upon as proper only for Men. pray 'd his Majeſty 
he would be pleas'd ſhe might take Chriſtina in- 
to her Houſe. The King was content, and CÞr:- 
ſting aecepred the otter with the greater acknow- 
ledement, as heing -upon the point of entring in- 
to a Convent, where ſhe expeEted vexation e- 
nough- from the RefleEtions of the Nuns, who 
though lirtle acquainted with the World, might 
have waggery and malice 1ufficient- to rorment 


her.” *Tis hard to expreſs whether the Princeſs 


; was more fatisty'd with the good Humour and 

\ Complaiſance ot our Heroine,or ſhe with the good- 
' nels and obligingnelſs of her ProteCtoreſs: They 
| | Agreed 


| | The Female Warrier. 223: 
JF Tales of her, in a Court where they are poſleſt-. 
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agreed 1o,well in their tempers, they quickly canis* 
to have an intire confidence in one another, and: 
mutually imparted their moſt important Secrers 
Chriſtina having one day declar'd the was trou-' 
bled there were Books publith'd of her Adven- 
tures. You have no reaſon to be troubled ar that. 
lays the Princeſs ; *tis my Fortune too, with this 
dittcrence, that thoſe which' concern you are true 
Relations of what hath happen'd to you ; where: 

as I have not had a hand 1n any thing. they haye 
written of me, though the Writers have had the 
malice to interlard their Relations with Circum- 
ſtances ſo probable, many take them for true, 
Chriſtina obſerving the Princeſs concern'd, advisd 
her to publiſh an account of her Life, to diſown. 
all others, and diſcover their falfities; and gave 
ſo many reaſons for it, that the Princeſs (whois 

a Lady of great wit) apply'd her ſelf to the wii- 
ting it on the Morrow. Her firſt deſign was to 
write it in French, as a Language ſpoken in moſt 
Courts of Ezrope , but having confider'd there are 
tew underſtand it in Spazr, where ſhe was con- 
cern'd to clear her felt, ſhe publiſh'd her Me 
moirs in 9parſh, and ſome Copies of it have been 
tranſmitted into Fraxce. 

The Princeſs lodg'd at Madrid, with a Lady. of - 
the higheſt Quality, and a Relation of the Prince 
her Husband. This Lady was a Widow, and one 
who more than any other, blam'd the leaſt liber- 

_ ties Women take; ſaying there was little difte- 
rence between a Woman really faulty, and one 
thar's bur ſuſpected; the Repuration of a Woman 
being ſo delicate, that a meer ſuſpition, however | 
ill-grounded, may ruin it.. The Princeſs had of- 


ren, but in vain, endeavour'd to convince oy of 
| . | el 
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Pj her errour, and perſwade her that a Woman may 
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be ſo-vertuous as ro have nothing to reproach her 


8 #fwith ; but it is not in a Womans power to ſtop 
the Mouths of her Enemies, irom venting Stories, 


and Tales of her; which is too common in the 
World. . The Widows 1everity was proof to all 
reaſons. , The Princeſs was diſcourling one Even- 
ing to Chriſt:3.a, the tooliſh and obſtinate conceit- 
edneſs of this Woman, and whar difficulty there 
was in dealing-with a Perton wedded to 1o incon- 
venient. and unjuſt an opinion, and-that ſhe was 
troubled ſhe was oblig'd in decency to ee her 1o 


often. Chriſtina, who ſtudy'd to divert the Prin- 


ceſs, promis'd her ro Act a Part which ſhould un- 
deceive the Widow by her own experience: She 
was fully inform'd of all thar paſs'd at the Wi- 
dows, and had obſerv'd ſhe was very ſhort-fighted : 
She was a Cata/orman by Birth, and would be 
thoughr to deſcend from the Ancient Counts of 


Barcelona. Whenever a Perſon of Quality of that - 


Provirice came to Court, ſhe would be very angry, 
and think him il1-bred, ifjhe came not to do her 
tomgge. Chriſtina knowing all this, put on a 
Gentlemans Habit ; and having taken order that 


It any came to the Gate, anſiver ſhould be made, 


the Widow was not to be ſeen that day: She gave 
her a viſit under the name of Don Arta! de Car- 
na, newly arriv'd from Cata/onia. The Widow, 
who was ſomewhat ſuperannuated, being much 


' Pleasd a Gentleman ſo handſome and well born 


ſhould give her a viſit, and ſpeak ſo much in praiſe 
of her Family, (for Chriſtina had attacqu'd her 
weak fide) ſhe gave Chriſtina the kindeſt recepti- 
on 1maginable : Their diſcourſe was long, and 
Q before 
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before parting the Widow yray'd Don Artal-" - 
Cardona to do her the Honour to ſee her again of. 
ten : Dorn Artal promis'd it, and withdrew, and;. 
gave the Princeſs an account of the ſucceſs of the: 
frſt viſit. She admir'd the Wit and Addreſs of . 
Chriflina, and pray'd her not to omit any thing-to-. 
make the Widow in Love. The Princeſs having 
viited her the ſame day, ſhe could not forbear 
talling preſently into Diſcourſe of the handſome - 
Catalonan, and relate ſeveral Particulars to- his | 
advantage, being liberal of her Praiſes, and ex- . 
tolling his Wit and good Meen,; adding, ſhe knew 
him from a Child, and that then he promisd 
great matters. | | 


Two Days after, the pretended Dox Ariat 
went to ſee the Lady again, and knowing very. - 
well what Praiſes pleaſe a Woman beſt, eſpect-- 
ally one who is preciſe, and ſtands much on her + 
Honeſty, he fell a commending her Vertue and _ 
Conduct, and by little and little ſlips inſenfibly.” 
into the Subje& of her Beauty. Diſcourſes of ' 
this kind never diſpleaſe a Woman , eſpecially 
a Widow, whoſe Condition, Age, and Pretences * 
to Virtue oblige her to live retir”d. She heard all 
with Delight, and the Concern ſhe began to feel 
in her ſelf for this Gentleman, engaging her to 
eye him cloſer, and more attentively than before, 
he appear'd fo handſome, ſhe thought ſhe had 
never ſeen any Man ſo lovely. A Woman in 
Years being more coming tkan others, at the 
third Vifit ſhe was deſperately in Love with him. 
Chriſtina gave the Princeſs an exa& Account of. 
all, who not comprehending Chriſtina's Deben 
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'£ toabuſe the poor Widow thus, ask'd her oneday 


what ſhe propos'd to her ſelf by ir: I will con- 
vince her, ſays Opifine, how vertuous ſoever a 
Woman 1s, it may be accounted aypiece of Me- 
in her to refit rhe Attacks of a Man of good 


6: . 


xe every-day expos'd to Temptation. 

Chriſtina ſometimes waited on the Princeſs to 
the Widows, becauſe they lodg'd in her Houle, 
and took great Care to alter her Voice in diſcour- 


"fing- with them. Being alone with her, ſhe had 


the Waggery to ask the Widow the Name of 
that handſom Gentleman ſhe ſaw now and then 
enter her Apartment. The Widow, tickled with 
the Praiſes C/11/t:77a gave a Man the had a Kind- 
neſs for, rold her a.long Story of his Birth, E- 
ſtate, and many other Cireumſtances ; adding, 
he was her Kinſman, which was the reafon ſhe 
Mlow'd of his frequent Vifits. Ch-1f/zz; ap- 


* Pplauding all ſhe faid, found ſhe had Gditcover'd 


the Secret to pleaſe her :. And not fatisiy'd with 
Playing upon her under the Name and Dizuite 


.” of Dox Artal, would needs be her Confident 
- which ſhe found. no hard matter to attain , 
' by continuing her Commendations of Don A7- 


tal: As ſoon as ſhe had ſhitted Der Artat's RBa- 
bit, ſhe would preſently run into the Widow's 
Chamber, to tell her ſhe had ſeen him pals by, 
and that it was plain he was in Love. The Wi- 
dow deceiv'd by a Diſcourſe that flatterd Her 


. Defires, and fearing Chriſtina might think Dor 
Artal was in Love with another, and not with 


her, reveal'd to her ar laſt what ſhe thought 
to have concealPd from all the World, and impar- 
tel theSecret of her Love for Don Aral; defiring 

Q 2 Chriſtina's 
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Chriſtina's advice ; who anſwer'd, that in matters 
of that nature ſhe had beſt conſult her ownthear: 
and confider the bent of her AﬀeCtions; but thar 
it any Paſſhon were excuſable in a Woman, it muſt | 
certainly be that ſhe enrertain'd for a handſome 
Man: Chriſtina could not ſay this without bluſh- 
ing, and her Heart having reproach'd her forhz- 
ving been ſo free in her Diſcourſe, ſhe took her 
leave. | 4 

| The defire we have to prevail for ſomething 
we aim ar, engages us often in more Diſcourſe 
than is neceſſary ; and *tis ſomerimes verydan- 
gerous ro be eloquent. The Widow, reflefting 


. on all Chriſtina had 1aid in praiſe of Don Arm! 


( which yer fell tar ſhort of whar ſhe thought he 
deſerv'd )- concluded, from Chriſt:na's Diſcourſe, 
the did nor diſlike the Cazalonan : And being 
through her Age more inclin'd to 'Jealoulie, ſhe 
reſoly d to pur a trick upon Chriſtina, by pretend- 
ing all ſhe 1aid ro her: was only to diſcover what 
ſhe thought of Dor Artal. 'Fhe next viſit ſhe 
gave her, Chriſtina began ( as ſhe had us'd) to 
tpeak of Doz, 4rtal: The Widow interrupted , 
her, telling her ſhe might do well to change the 
Diſcourſe ; adding, very ferioutly, ſhe loy'd not 
the company of Perſons ſo coming : She ſpoke 
this with ſuch an Air of modeſty, it might have 
deceiv'd the moſt judicious. Poor Chr:ſt;na found 
her ſelf diſorder*d by ſo unexpetted an anſwer, 
and her own Vertue cauſing her to approve of the 
Widows diſcourte, ſhe went away much troubled 
and perplext, not having the confidence to an- 
{wer a diſcourſe that reflected on her modelty. 


. When ſhe came to rhe Princeſs, ſhe complaind 


of her misfortune in very lamentable expreſſions, 
as 
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5 if the moſt innocent ations. ſtill turn'd to her 
difadvantage. The Princeſs, who was very dif 
\cernihg, and very much miſtruſted rhoſe Women 
"who are over careful of outward appearances, 


told her, ſhe had» run too haſtily into the Snare, 
and that poſſibly the Widow did but pay her in 
her own Coyn. Chriſtina, who had beentrighted 
ar this Adventure, took courage at the judicious 
Diſcourſe of the Princeſs, and reſolving ro know 
the cruth, pur on her Mans Habit. The Widow 
the while applauded her ſelt tor. rhe good ſucceſs 
of her Plot, in ridding her of ſo dangerous a Ri- 
val : She expected, with impatience, her Cardona, 
reſolving, tor the furure, to take her advantage 
of the eagerneſs of his addreſſes : As Tfoon as he 
came in, ſhe gave him the uſual reception; careſ- 
fing him in the higheſt manner imaginable, with 
defign to inſpire boldneſsinto-him. And as cloſe- 
ly as ſhe adher'd to her Vertue, her Love made 
her that Day expreſs a little forwardneſs, which 
Don Arial feem'd not to underſtand. The Widow, 
who had a great opinion of his Wit, wondered to 
ſce him ſo dull ; and was confounded at his 
ciianging his Diſconrſe, and talling upon the Sub- 
Ject of her high Birth, in terms which would 
have been plealing enough to the Vanity of the 
Lady, had ſhe not been that day under a ſtrong 
influence of rhe Planer of Love, which for the 
time had rhe Aſcendanr of her Heart ; and Dor 
Artal very well knew it, though he had the ma- 
lice not to take notice of ir. She did all ſhe 
could to make him reaſſume the former diſcourſe, 
and he as carefully avoided it, magnifying the 
brave Aftions of one of her Anceſtors, who had 
hgnaliz'd himſelf in driving away the Moors our | 
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' of Groradz;, But ſhe was then indiſpo&d ors 4 
War. and expeCed a Language leſs Martial, and: *: 
more tender. Dorn Artal ſoon after took his" 
leave, and the Widow remain'd very ill farisfy'd 
with his baſhfulneſs. The Prigcels, ſenſible of 
the diſtr:iction ſhe was under, thought it would 
be a Pleaſure to her, to have the liberty of my- 
ling alone of her imaginary Lover : and having 
learnt of Chriſtina all the Particulars of the-laſt 
Scene, ih2 oblerv'd how careful moſt Women, e- 
ipecially the preciſe, are to ſalve up the appear: 
ances, nor much regarding the eflential part; if 
they miy bur chear the World, and be eſteem'd. 
Perſons of a ſevere Life, and ſtrictly Vertuous: 
while thoſe who converſe much with the World, 
making ſmall account of ſome little liberties they 
take withour ſcruple, are not ſafe from obloquy®. 
and cenſure, though really provided of a great + 
ſtock of Vertue ; while the others enjoy their 
Amonurs privately, and triumph in publick forthe 
applauſe this counterfeit reſervedneſs procures 
them. ln truth, ſaid the Princeſs, thoſe of onr 
DX are very unhappy in being oblig'd, befides the.- 
JatisfaCtion due to their Confcignce, to fatishe the 
World, which is always diſpos'd 7o believe the 
worſt of us. Tis certain, reply'd Chr:/tina, we 
cannot always blame them, there being Women of 
. all Characters who by their ill Conduct draw up-. 
- on themſelves very heard Cenſures, and too often 
very deſervedly ; though ,it muſt be agreed the 
Example of one guilty Woman, gives occaſion 
for condemning an hundred innocent. 

The Spaniards, though they hate the memory 
of the Moors and Sarazens expell'd Granada, 
Arc, and Leon, by Ferdinand and Tjabella, 2c 
they 


by. 
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; they retain to this Day ſeveral of their Cuſtoms ; 
»particularly, their Gallantries, their Bull-ſports, 
and darting the Cane on Horſe-back, Divertiſe- 
-ments. the Court of Spazr is very much taken 
-with, where Opera's are not known, and their 
Comedies ( tor the, moſt part) ill. It was then 
2 time of great rejoicing at Mady:d ; not for the 
taking of 2 Town, bur-to celebrate the Birth of 
their: Monarch. ' The Princeſs was invited to ſee 
the Sports, and took Ch#1/tznme along with her. 
| ſhall not give you here a Deſcription. of theſe 


- Spoxts which:prove. mortal to many, who think 


© their Valour confiſts-in daring a Bull, letting fly 
at him with their Darts, and then retiring with 
*much $k1ill and agility, though it frequently hap- 
11S the Bull is too quick for theſe Gallants, toſ: 
»ﬆs them in the Air, and gores them with his 
, Horns ; which ſometimes diſpatches them into a- 
nother World, and generally maims them in this; 
This piece of tool-hardine(S were excuſable in- or- 
- Cinary People, who are drawn to it by. Cuſtom, 
and applauſe of the Populace ; but cannot be too- 
much blam'd in young Gentlemen, of - the beſt 
Quality, who hazard-their Life to ſo little pur- 
poſe, 1n fighting with Beaſts as they do in Spar : 
where you may ſee them bravely mounted with 
a Dart in their Hand, expecting, in the middle of 


a P:az2a, the coming of a Bull madded by the _ 


People; and though he come at them with a 
fierceneſs capable to aſtoniſh the higheſt courage, 
they-bravely attacque him, and. pierce him ſo dex- 
trouſly with their Lance, that ſometimes they run 
him quite through the Body : But you may alſo 
fee the Bull ſometimes unhorſe them, to the ex- 
treme peril of the Rider, and terrrible fright of 
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the Ladies. This Solemnity where this Princeſs + || 
and Chriſtina attended, was' like others of the*» £0: 
kind, where the fortunate raſhneſs of thoſe whos: 
came off well was applauded, and- the tragjcdÞv 
miſcarriage of others lamented, The Mortow' af." 
ter theſe bloody Sports, theGavaliers run Conrleg 
on Horſe-back, and dart the Cane as they.runs 
which is done in this manner. They appear at# 
_ the Barriere, with a Headpiece, and light Ar- 
mour, made (one would think ) of Steel poliſt'q 
white ; and have commonly ſome Deviſe of gal 
lantry, or ſome Motto: oft! their Shields, and'z 
multirude of Ribbands of the colour beſt plea- 
{es rheir Miſtrefſes. - Chriſtina had ſeen ſeveral of.. 
theſe: Courſes, and having in the Armies per-* 
form'd the moſt violent Exerciſes, ſhe thought this 
not very difficult, where all ſhe had to do was 1g»: - || 
ſpur her Horſe, and let fly a Cane with dexterity. #. || , 
She told the Princeſs ſhe would gladly run-a.Ca- . 
reer, and -ask the Widow for a Deviſe, 'the ber- | 
ter- to aſſure her of her Paſhon. The Princeſs | 
thought her in jeaſt z but our. Heron relling her” | 
ſhe doubted: nor but co come of well, the Prin- 
ceſs undertook to provide!her fir Equipage z: and | 
Chriſtina, under the name: of Don Artal of Car- 
dona, went ro the Widow for a Deviſe, letting 
her: know ſhe would' run a Courſe for love of | 
her, fince other young People did ir for their Mi: 
ſtreſſes; dnly-he'deſir'd her ſhe would give him a 
fitting Deviſe: The Reader may expeCt one of 
j 
t 
{ 


thoſe: witty: ones 10 uſual'in Spar, but a Woman 
of her .humour orders her Lite quite otherwiſe 
than the'reft of her S2x : One ſo preciſe being'no 
leſs careful ro conceal, than an airy vain Coquet 
to make known ihe is Courred : The _ - t 
usd 
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fied to give Don Artal a Devile, telling him, ſhe 
0-was not of thoſe Womens humour, who judge of 
their Servants love by the Colour of their Rib- 
bands. T rely not, adds ſhe, on ſuch {light ap- 
pearances, too oftgn deceitful ; I muſt have bet- 
'ter-proof of your Paſſion, to periwade me *tis 
real : ( The truth is, ſhe expected ſuch proot as 

Chriſtina could not give :) It vou lovd ine, as 
you pretend you would rather ſtay with me while. 
they are darting the Canes, and would be rn9re 
willing to give me proof of your love it iny 
Chamber, than in a publick place : what is done 
there generally ſerving only for matter ot dif: 
courſe ro rhe SpeCtators. Don Artal atlurd her 
he loy'd her paſſionately, and thought to have gi- 
ven her an Evidence of ms eſteem of her. in car- 
rying her Colours and Devitc at the Courſe, be- 
ing ready to do any thing ſhe could defire.to con: 
vince, her of his love.  Nere your love as real 
and fincere as you would' make me believe, would 
you put me upon the neceflity-of appearing fo tor- 
ward, and not gueſs at part ot whar is expeted 
from you ? Den Arta/ returning no anſwer, to a 
Diſcourſe ſo eafie to underſtand, the Widow was 
i aſham'd ſhe had fpoken 10 freely, and, with 
all, unſucceſstully, that ſhe rurn'd about preſent- 
ly and lock'd her ſelf it het Cloſer, for fear her 
Tears ſhould betray her. Being there alone, ſhe 
gave vent to a torrent ©: Tears diſpair fore'd her 
to; conſidering with: her felt, that having liv'd 
kyeral Years retir'd from Company, and free 
trom thoſe Paſſions young Widows are uſually - 
troubled with, (for at fix and forty Years of Age 
ihe counted her felt ot their number ) ſhe had 
tue misfortune to be taken with the addreſſes of a 
hare. 
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hare-brain'd young Fellow, who perhaps defies || 1 
only to fool her:- The next moment ſhe conſult. «ff : ; 
| ed her Glaſs, which telling her ſhe had Chamy | , 
enough left {till to procure love, ſhe attributed Þ| | 

| 


Don Artal's reſervednels, to the tenderneſs of his 
Years and want of experience: She was ſo pleasd 
with this fancy, and thought it ſo reaſonable, th 
ſhe could no longer doubt but the timerouſneſsg 
her Lover, was a pure eifeCt of his ſmall acquain. I 
tance with the World, being newly arriv'd from | 
Barcellona, where he had not usd to ſee Perſons 
| | of her Quality and Birth ; befides, ſhe knew young 
| Country Gentlemen have ſuch Chymerical ldex's 
| of Ladies of Quality, that they think it enough 
to honour and admire them, without daring to | 
_ on their Pafſion any further. While the 
idow was thus deep in meditation, Chr1ſling, 
ſufficiently aſham'd at what ſhe had heard, went 
back to the Princeſs, whom ſhe found bufie a- 
bout her Equipage for the Courſe, not doubting 
| In the leaſt bat the Widow had given the Deviſ: 
 _- But when Chriſtina inform'd the Princeſs of het 
| anſwer, (though her modeſty made her leave out 
| ſeveral particulars) the Princeſs could not torbear 
laughing, eſpecially when told by Chr:/t:za ſhe 
durſt go no more to the Widows, for fear of be- 
ing put out of Countenance, and quite ſham'd by 
her forwardnels. | 


| On the Morrow the Princeſs and Chriſtins 
were in a Balcony, near the King, to ſee the 
Courſes. As ſoon as «the Gentlemen appear, 
all Eyes were fix'd «to obſerve their Devices : 
Count Ta/ara, as he paſs'd under the Ladies Bal 
cony, put oft his Head-piece, making them a - 
| ! 
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ry low. Reverence : His Motto was, Duero Mus 


cho, y eſpero ocoz that is, My Love 7zs great, 
"Hope 


and my mall, That concerns you, fays the 
Princeſs to Chr:i/tine + It put her ro the Blnſh, 


_ and the King obſerving it, had the Curiofity to 


enquire the Reaſon : The Princeſs, very glad of 
1n occalion to divert him, gave him her Senſe of 
Count Ta/ara's Motto ; and added, that Chri/*7- 
14 could, if ſhe pleas'd, perform a Capeer as well 
35 the beſt of thoſe who were to-run. The Kin 
faying he did not think it, the Princeſs conjur* 

Grilling to make uſe of the Equipage (ſhe had 
provided ) for one Courſe at leaſt. The young 
Monarch expreſs'd ſo earneſt a Defire to fee how 
well Chr:ſtzna would come oft, there was no de- 
nying him, and the Princeſs, their Requeſt. That 
les notice might. be taken, ſhe pretended her ſelf 
not well, and withdrew. Her next Care was 


fora Motto ſomewhat anſwerable to Count Ta- 


larg's ;, which, being very witty, ſhe was not 
long to ſeek : She caus'd theſe words to be writ- 
ten on her Shield, No ay que amar, y me 70s que 
eſperar de quien tienne duenno : "Its in vain to 
love, much more to expe Good from him who ts 
already engag'd. Chriſima, having fet all things 
In as good Order as the ſhortneſs of rhe time 
wonld permit, appear'd boldly at the Barrier, 
and calld for Canes, but was troubled with an 
Accident ſhe had not foreſeen : The Order was, 
That the Cavaliers who preſentzd themſelves for 
the Courſe, ſhould tell their Names, and make 
themſelves known ta the Officers appointed to 
Regiſter them, to prevent Diſorder uſual on ſuch 
occaſions. Our Heroine, loth to undergo that 
Law, was deny'd the Canes : Tae King, wha 
1 
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had his Eye upon her, perceiving her in Diſorder 
on that account, .order'd his Brother Do Fohy 
to let them know ir was his Majeſty's Pleaſure 
_ thar Gentleman ſhould be diſpens'd with from 
telling his Name, or ſhewing his Face. The King's 
Pleaſure was no ſooner known, bur Canes were 
deliver'd her : And her refufing to ſubmit tothe 
Rules of the Courſe, and the King's Diſpenſati 
on, gave calfe to believe *twas an' extraordinary 
Perſon not willing to be known. This drew all 
Eyes upon her, every one gueſſing who it ſhould 
Great notice was taken of the Mott : 

ount Tz/ara, obſerving the Oppoſition betwetn 

: It and his,defird with Impatience to run a Courke 
againſt this unknown Perſon, who managd' his 
Horſe very well ; But it was not probable Chr: 
ſtina ſhould be as $kiltul ar handling'and darting 
the Cane. as the Spaniards, who are us'd to that 
- Exerciſe from raeir Youth : And 'tis Certain our 
Heroine had run a great Riſque of being unhorsd, 
' had not Don 7ebr, foreſeenig what might fol- 
low, given Count 1a/ara a private hint the Stran- 
er (he was ro encounter with) was Chriſtina. 
ou may eafily gueis rhe Eftect this Intimation 
had on the Amorous Count, who was confim'd 
in the Truth of it by ts Motto he hai obſervd 
on her Shield : He could not ar firſt find in is 
Heart tq run againſt CÞr1/t:na ; but having thought 
better of it, he put himſelf in a Poſture: The 
Count, who had already run ſeveral Courſes, with 
Advanrage, againſt the moſt expert in the Sport, 
meeting the Stranger, precended himſelf difor- 
der'd and unready when he ſhould have darted 
his Cane : Chr:/tina, without loſing a moments 
time, threw hers ; which the Count ——_— 
unn 
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ſunn'd with, that he fell oft his Horſe : Chriſt: 
12 was fo confounded ar the loud Acclamations 
of the People, ( who judge of things by Appea- 
rance, without examining the truth ) ſhe knew 
*not whether fhe had got the better -or the worſe, 
'1ill ſhe was prefented with a Roſe of Diamonds, 
the Prize appointed the Conqueror. Our Herozne, 
pleas d with her Succeſs, rerir'd, loth to hazard 
in another Courſe the Reputation ihe had gain'd 
by this. . 

"Gan Talara, having had a fore fall, was car- 
ried home to be blooded, which was much to the 
advantage of Chr:/t:na's Reputation. The Count 
being known to be very expert at that Sport, the 
whole Court ſent ro ſee how he did. And the 
Princeſs made Chr:/tina ſenfible of the Obligation 
pur upon her by the Count, who had fallen oft 
his Horſe of purpole, like a true Sparyh Gallant, 
and advis'd her tro ſend one to inquire of his 
' Health : Chri7:79, with ſome dithculty, conſent- 
ed.to it. The Count, raviſh'd with joy at the 
Complement, an{wer'd him who was ſent, that 
his fall did not much trouble him, bur he had a 
Wound would nor be quickly curd. It vex'd 
Chriſtina ſhe had given the occation for ſuch an 
anſwer, fearingthe Count would pretend to ſome 

| advantages for the Obligation he had put upon 
her. The Princes bid her Jet her Heart at reſt, 
and oblige the Widow with the Roſe of Dia- 
monds ſhe had gain'd at the Courſe. CÞ71/7:79, 
though feartul ro engage further with ſo forward 
a Woman, comply d huweyer with the defires of 
the Princets.: She ſhifted her Jelt into her Habit 
of Doz Artal, aud preſently went into the Wi- 
dows Aparttient, where ſhe found her very much 
diforder d. She 
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She was ſo preciſe ſhe would not appear atthe 
Sports, but knowing Dox Arta/ would be there, 
and being much concern'd what became of him, 
ſhe had ſent a truſty Perſon of purpoſe to obſerve - 
how things went, and bring her exaCt infprmati. 
on : He brought her the Names of all thoſe who 
were Regiſtred for the Courſe, but not his, for 
whoſe ſake alone ſhe had the curiofity to read 
all the reſt; She-was much concern'd art the mif: 
ling him, a Woman ever paſſionately wiſhing the 
Glory of her Lover. Her Spy told her there was 
a Gentleman appear'd Incognito, and had refugd 
_ to tell his Name; and thar the King, to prevent 
diſorder, had diſpens'd with the formality z and 
that this unknown Perſon had unhors'd the f4- 
mous Count Ta/ara, and retir'd with a Roſe/of 
Diamonds of very great value. "The Widow 
wiſh'd with all her Heart, this Unknown nu 
be no other but Dor Arta/ ;, but then thought ſhe, 
' how ſhould a Youth, and ſach a Novice in Love, 
be too hard for a Gentleman of ſo much skill and 
experience : with that Dor Arta/enters the Cham- 
ber; the preſently ask'd him what news of the 
Courſe, and why he had not been there. I was 
unwilling to appear, anſwers he, without your 
Devile ; and fince you refus'd ir me, I had no 
Mind to ſhew my ſelf where you would not be. 
I knew you had not appear'd there, ſaid the Wi- 
dow, though the good opinion I had of you made 
me hope you might be thar illuſtrious Unknown, 
who ſo eminently fignaliz'd himſelf, and carry'd 
the Prize ; at leaſt my heart gave me none bet- 
' ter deſerv'd it than you : but I ſee our Hearts of- 
ten deceive us. You are not deceiv's in that, Ma- 


dam, fays Don Artal; and ſee here (adds he, 
preſenting - 
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reſenting her with the Roſe of Diamonds) the 
fark you may know that unknown Perſon by, 


who hath had the good Fortune to delerve yous- 


fteem. The Widow, ſurpriz'd at a Preſent ſo 
gotious and unexpeQted, received it very gladly, 
' and embrac'd the occaſion, ſo luckily given her, 
| toprefent her Servant with a String of Diamonds 
of very great value, praying him to keep it as a 
Pledge of her Love. Don Artal, for fear of an- 
zring her, durſt nor refuſe it; bur finding ſhe be- 
gan to tall again into very pm_ expreſſions, 
he pretended bulineſs of haſt, and withdrew ; ha- 
ving promis'd to return on the Morrow, at an 
hour ſhe appointed. Chr:ſt:na having ſhewn the 
Diamonds to the Princeſs, who underſtood Jew- 
els very well, was amaz'd to hear they were 
worth fifteen thouſand Crowns. This exceſlive 
Liberality fully convincing them of the violence 
of her Paſſion, Chriſt;na had compaſſion on her, 
and told the Princeſs ſhe would diſabuſe her : 
The Princeſs having ſufficiently diverted her ſelf 
with the Intrigue, and thinking the Widow had 
puniſhment enough, ſaid nothing againſt ir. On 


the Morrow, at the hour the Widow had appaint- . 


&, Chriſtina ſent her back her Diamonds, with 
this Letter. * 


T IS time to diſabuſe you, Madam ;, the Don 


Artal you love, is a Man in appearance, but 


really one of your Sex : I am in good earneſt, and 
unwilling to take the advantage of your Liberaltty, 
being incapable to ſatisfie your Love. Tou need 
not fear me ;, I am well acquainted with the Na- 
ture of our Sex, and know it a hard matter to re- 
4ift temptations ; but I pity thoſe who have = the 

ower 
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Power to do it : be you leſs Conſorious for the ſy: 
tur, and never fear my diſcretion, FF 


The Widow, who expected Don Aral, had 
not forgot any thing that might the better ſet off 
the weak Charms of a Woman of her age : She 
thought the Preſent he had made her, the” Day 
before, a good Omen, and that ſhe had reaſonto 
expect ſomething better at the Afgnarion. She 
taſted before-hand a thouſand imaginary Pleaſures, 
and began to think long while her Lover arriv'd; 
when, lo, a Letter is brought her. Thee String of 


. Diamonds preſently alarm'd her: and having 


read the two fir{t Lines, ſhe ſcarce held up from 
{wounding ; her ſurprize was ſo great, ſhe tancy'd 
her ſelf.not well awake. Having finiſh'd reading 
her Letter, and reflecting on the Beauty, and 0- 
ther Circumttances of her pretended Lover, ſhe 
believ'd all true that was written. She was not 
a little taken with - her Generofity, in ſending 


" back her Diamonds; and out of a greatneſs of 


Soul, incidient to Petſons well born, which or: 
dinary People are not acquainted with, or the 
love ſhe {till retain'd for the Memory of Don Ar- 
tal, ſhe had the Generofitv to ſend hack tne Dia- 
monds to Chriſtina, with a Letter. 


Hough you have deſeru'd Reproach for be 
ving decei'd me, 1 cannot hate that in. « 
Maid which I lou'd in the connterfeit Don Artal. 
Reſt ſatrsft'd with the advantage you have had over 


me, and recerve again the Preſent I made you: 


Tours to me ſhall be ever dear, and in high eſteen 
with me. | deſire, if you think fit, your acquam- 
tance; and am not 1n ihe leaſt indiſpos'd to - on 

Friene. 
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Friend. And I muſt declare my weakneſs is ſuch, 


I cannot miſtruſt a Perſon I have once lov'd. 


Chriſtina having receiv'd this Letter, carry'd it 
to the Princeſs, relling her the was much trou- 
bled with this String ot Diamonds, and very ſcru- 
pos of keeping a Preſent ſo confiderable. The 
rincels having read the Letter, advis'd her to 
keep the Preſent, and think no more of the mar: 
ter; and would not permit her to be further ac- 
quainted with the Widow, (as Chriſtina delign'd) 
knowing ſhe would owe Chriſtina a ſpight, for 
the diſcovery ſhe had made of her. 

News was then receiv'd in Spazn of the taking 
of St. G:/lain, by the French , which very much 
alarm'd the Court of Spazzr, who thought the 


rigour of the ſeaſon (it being December) would 


have hinder'd, or delay'd at leaſt, the Conqueſt 
of the Place. The Sparrards vented their rage up- 
on the pogr French living in Spazn, without ſpa- 
ring thoſeqgwho had been thirty years Narturaliz'd. 
They 1ſeiz'd their Goods, baniſh'd their Perſons, 
and exercisd upon them all forts of violence : 
Which is no new thivg in thar Country , tor as 
often as the French rake a Town, . burn a Hip, or 
obtain a Victory, the $parards ſeize all the Goods 
of the French who Trade in their Towns. Judge 
you then how many Prefſures they are expos'd to 
under the: Reign of Lerwzs the Great : This com- 
monly ends in a great Tax laid upon them, after 
payment of which they let them alone for ſome 
time z but upon the next loſs they have, the Per- 
ſecution begins afreſh, which happens fſo often, 
that many have been -forc'd to withdraw and quit 
the Country. A Merchant —_ of Chriſtina's 
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